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«“The genius of Jumanity is the real subject whose

biography is written in our annals.”—Emerson.
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" Not only in the commion speech of wman, but in all
art too—which 15 0F should be concentrated and, conserved
essence of what men speak and show—Biographky 1S

almost the one thing needful’—Carlyle.
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The Central Library of 1o-1 Cornwallis Street,
Calcutta, has done a service to the cause of Bengali
- literature by publishing the life of Bhagabati Devi,
mother of the great Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, written

.
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- by Babu Priy—'adursana Haldar. Bhagabati Devi’s influ-

ence in the makin'g of her son’s character should be

widely‘known to all our boys and girls, who receive
-any education at home or in school. The book ds
written in an elegant style and depicts the character
of the mother and the son and of the society in which

they lived in a masterly manner and is replefe witheag,

reflections which are ennobling as well as mstruct:ve.
I wish the author and the ' publishing house every
success,

Calcutta, (5d) J. N. Ghosh M. A. B. L.
22-3-I9I3. Retired District and Sessions

Judge.

“Bhagabati Devi”—This is a nice publication con-
taining an account of the life of the pure-hearted lady
the late Bhagabati Dev: the mother of the great
Iswar Chandra deyasagar, written by Babu Priya
" Darsana Haldar. Biographies of female celebraities
are somewhat rare in this country. The homely inci-
dents of her peaceful and ideal life seem to be at least
equally ennobling and instructive in this book. The
learned author has described in an elegant style the
lady’s career, and enpassant the beauty, peace and
comforts of a joint Hindu family. Incideatally the
writer has also touched upon some phases of the'life
of her renowned son Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar.
Apart from various other important considerations the

mere fact that the great Vidyasagar had his being'

from this lady should make everyone curious to know
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something of her. The get-up of the book is excellent
and the reflections of the author here and °there are
very instructive. The book may very pidfitallly be
infroduced into the higher classes of our schools as a
text book. Indeed it is a book, a copy of which should
be in the hand of every eéducated Bengali lacy.

®  The Amrita Bazar Patrika, November 7, 1912,

A bright little book in Bengali on the life of “Bhaga-
bati Devi® the mother of the immortal Vidyasagar
from the pen of Babu Priya Dursana Haldar has just
been published. A careful study of this admirably
written book will convince the reader that Vidyasagar
would not have been what he was, but for the chasten-
ing, invigorating and wholesome influences of his great
mother. To write the biography of a Hindu lady, in
the unromantic and uneventful surroundings of a
middle class household, having none of the glamour
attaching to the position or the splendid achievements
of an Ahalyabai or a Rani Bhabani, is a difficult task
indeed, but our author, even from the scanty materials
at his disposal, has drawn a character which is not
surpassed in interest by the narrative of any eventful
life, and which in sweetness and moral beauty and
grandeur pchallanges profound admiratio.n anc? re5pe:;t,
Bhagabati Devi had a heart that beat in unison with
human suffering and overflowed with the milk of
human kindness. It does the heart good to estima:[e
" the nobility of her soul and breadth of her sympathies

from the interesting account supplied by the author,
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of the way in which she went on with her mission of
rzlieving the misery and suffering that she found aﬂp_und
her. As we read the book, the conclusion becofnes
irresistible that the true greatness of the mother found
a natural and inevitable complement in the greatness
of her son. * The skilful way in which the author I:f\ais
recorded her life and' delineated her character”cann'é.zﬁ'-%-
be too highly ipraised. His diction is chaste, vigorous
and eloquent, which lends itself admirably to the
treatment of the subject. The evident success that has
attended the labours of the author leads us to hope
that he will bring out similar excellent biographies
of other great and good mothers of the great men of ﬁ
our country. We shall be glad to see this book in the
hands of our girls and find a cordial welcome in every
Hindu household, The high ideals represented by the
life of Bhagabati Devi can not fail to have an elevating
effect upon the mind of the reader. We hope the book l
|

will find due recognition at the hands of our educa-
tional institutions.

The Indian Mirror, Novembeyr 1301912,

P

This is a biographical sketch of Bhagabati Devi, ; '
the great mother of the great Vidyasagar. The sketch
accounts for some of the finest traits in the character
of the illustrious Pandit, for it was from his mother
that he inherited them, Bhagabati Deyj was a remark-
able woman of the time in which she lived, She com-~
bined i_n her person the Lady Bountiful and Cornelja

o
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of Roman fame, and her life is an impressive object
]es,s_qf; to all Hindu ladies who aspire to be model daugh-
ters-in-law, model mothers and model matrdns. ‘It was
a happy idea of the author to write an account of
Bhagabati Devi, and he deserves to be congratulated

o) the manner in which he has represented it.
-

’N,ﬂ-) The Hindu Patriot, December 9, 1012,

%
4

Babu Priya Dursana Halder has brought out a life
sketch in Bengali of Bhagabati Devi mother of our
Vldyasagar Mother’s influence in the making of son’s
greatness or otherwise is a most interesting phenomenon
in human lives. Bhagabati Devi’s share in the forma-
tion of the character of her son, a towering personality
in Bengal, cannot fail to be a source of interest to the
readers of Bengali literature. The author should be
congratulated on the choice of his subject and the
success which has attended his work, The book under
notice is calculated to prove a wvaluable addition to
Bengali biographical literature. The book can be
profitably used as g text book in higher classes of cur
schools,

The Bengali, December 12, 1912,
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