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The lunatic, the lover and the poet
Are of imagination all compact
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A poet never dreams :

We prose folk do: we miss the proper duct
For thoughts on things unseen. —Browning
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An organic being is a microcosm, 2 little universe.

formed of a host of self-propagating organisms, inconce-
vably minute and numerous as the stars in heaven.
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If the germ of any animal now living is but part of
the personal identity of one of the original germs of
all life whatsoever, and hence, if any now living

organism must be considered as being itself millions
of years old, and as imbued with an intense though



IR S] b

unconscious memory of all that it has done sufficiently
often to have made a permanent impression, if this be
50, we can answer the above question perfectly well.
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I suppose, then, that the fish of fifty million years
back and the man of to-day are one single living being
in the same sense or very nearly so, as the octogenarian

is one single living being with the infant from which
he has grown.
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‘We live within the shadow of a veil that no man’s
hand can lift. Some are born near it, as it were, and
pass their lives striving to peer through its web, catch-
ing now and again visions of inexplicable things ;: but
some of us live so far from the veil that we not only
deny its existence but delight in mocking those who
perceive what we cannot.’

—Laurence Alma Tadema
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Fairies, come, take me out of this dull world
For I would ride with you upon the wind,

Run on the top of the dishevelled tide
And dance upon the mountains like a flame !

—W. B, Yeats, The Land of Heart’s Desire
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All would be well
Could we but give us wholly to the dreams,

And get into their world that to the sense
Is shadow, and not linger wretchedly
Among substantial things ; for it is dreams

That lift us to the flowing, changing world
That the heart longs for.
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O world invisible, we view thee,

O world intangible, we touch thee,
O world unknowable, we know thee,
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Inapprehensible, we clutch thee !

Does the fish soar to find the ocean,
The eagle plunge to find the air—

That we ask of the stars in motion

1f they have rumour of thee there ?

Not where the wheeling systems darken,
And our benumbed conceiving soars !—
The drift of pinions, would we hearken,
Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors.
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