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MI R R O R. 

N®75. Tuesday, January 2^. 1780. 

To the AuTHQR of the Mirror. 

S I R^ \ ' 

1 Remark, that you meddle not with the high matters of politics. For this, you muft anfwer to yourfelf, being that you are ableto write printed papers. I am a member of eighty-five focieties, all zealous for the liberty of the prefs, in coniiftency with, and in conformity to, our eftablifliment j an j fo I think that you are at liberty to write of ihofe things only whereof you have undcrftanding; and, if fo be, thstt, by reafon of your filence, you abufe, or, as one may fay, vilipend the liberty of the prefs, judge you yourfelf; as for me, I fay" nothing. 

But, although you' give us no news yourfc'-f> perhaps you have foiaethiug to fay with

Vol. III. A the
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the gentlemen who make the news; and, if fo, I hope that you will recommend it to them fo to write, as that they may be underftood of men who are not book-learned. 

They, being book-learned gentlemen, write in divers tongues, whereby we poor fimple men are at a lofs> and Europe may be overthrown by compafts and aflbciations, pr ever we can underftand the danger. 

Not many days'ago, I read in the news, that fome good men put up an advertifement. on a ftatue, with this fuperfcription, pro pa^ tria mort, and that the fuperfcription rejoiced all honeft hearts. I inquired of our dea* con, who received the rudiments of his education at the grammar-fchool of Lefmahagoe^ what was the meaning of the words

\ and he made anfwer, that the words were Latin, and that he thought they would be found in the Latin Diftionary ; the which having got, I, on fearching, difcovered, that pro fignificd for the fake of and that patrta^gx\\fit^^amar^s native country, and that mori fignified foolifb and filly perfons. 

Wherefore, by joining together the words, I conjeftured, moreover, that the interpretation oipro patria mori was foolifb or filly per^

fons
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fins for the fake of their native country ; or that, they nvho a6l for their native country arc foolijh andftllyperfons*

Now, Sir, if fo be that this is fo, I moreover conjefture, that the honcft men who put up the advertifementy and they who rejoiced thereat, were deceived through ignorance of the Latin tongue, and that to them there was no caufe of rejoiciflg. 

Of that tongue I think'no good : It is reported amongft us, that the mafs is written ia it, the which I renounce, and alfo abominate, &c. I am. Sir, your Honour's^ to ferve you at command, TIMOTHY SHUTTLEWORTH. 

P. S. Weaving performed in all its branches at reafonable rates ; alfo, cloth taken in fop the Dalquharn bleachfield*

My worthy correfpondent Mr Shuttleworth, in the after part of his letter, intrufts me with his fentiments concerning fome very momentous fubjefts •, but I fhould not deferve the hoA 2 nour Digitized by Google
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nour of his friendfliip, were I to impart to the public what has been communicated to me ia confidence. 

Not knowing his direftion, and not having been favoured with a cypher from him, I can only fay, that " that n. p. had no more in< fluence in the matter of the r.^. and the ^' p, b. than th — m—n of th

— m—n 5 and ^^ of this Mr Shuttleworth may reft aflured.'*

With refpeft to the Latin words, which have been the innocent caufe of fo muchuneaiinefs to him, they are taken from a Roman poet,. but no Roman Catholic ; in metre, accommodated to the courfe of my friend's fiu** dies, they fignify. 

That for our fathers' land to die, it is a comely thing. •

As, indeed, / meddU not ivith the high matters of politicst I fliall only add, that it is to be hoped there ai-e very few who confult Shut^

tlewortVs diftionary. 

Since I have been defired to advife the Au' thors of news-papers to write intelligibly, I xnuft fay fomething on that fubjeft, left my filence ihould be conftrued into an acknow*' 

Icdgement. 
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her fenfations,.has much or the family-difpajGtion. If the wind fets in to the eaft-, then? we are a betrayed; and abandoned, and loft people 5 but, on the wind coming round ta the weft, what nation fo glorious and wellgoverned as ours ? Our perfidious enemies^ fliall know what it is to roufe the Lion, to annoy the ThiJlJej. or to put the Harf out of tune. 

Such being the difpofition oiF readers apt tot be depreiled or elevated on every occaCon, or on no occaiion, the writers of news papers euglit to be cautious as well in flackening asj in over-bracing the nerves of their ouftomersj. and the only method I can recommend fopv attaining this happy medium^ isi ** that they**

report nothing but what they believe to be *' true;" or, if that be to require too much of^ flefli and'bldod, *' that they report, nothing* ♦*

which they believe to be fiftitious." 

•* The Britannia, Captain George Manley "commander, is totally loft on the coaft ofi** Barbary ; every foul on board perilhed.*' 

On board the Britannia, there was the only fon of a widowi whofe fingle fund of fubfiftence depended on that pittance of his wages which her dutiful ghild allotted to her. In. 

thc
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the fame fhlp there was a fober and indufirious young man, who had quitted his wifer a few months, after marriage, that be might provide for a young creature whom he hoped? to fee in its mother's arms at his return. 

** It is confidently reported, that iixor fevcnr *^ men of the, crew of the Britannia got fafe•' ly to ihore, and that they were made flaves# «

unlefs, as is to be feared, they were mur** dered by the natives." 

Here there is a. gleam of miferable and dubious hope darting on the minds of thofe who had relations oa> board the Britannia; 

^* The Britannia is fafcly arrived ^at* Port^ ** Mahon^ fo that.the report of her having" " been loft is without foundation." — The inference is moft logical I

In the very next paragraph,.it is faidj "We ** have the pleafure of informing the public,, _«* that a capital figure-dancer will foon make**

his appearance on the ftage." 

Are not fuch things to be founds in thenews-papers of every week ? 

and is it not a* cruel fporting with the fcnfibilities of human ■ nature, thus to wring the fouls of parents and wives, of the aged.and the helplefs, and that merely to fill up the columcs-of a news-paper I, It. 
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It Is of high national importance that thfe Tery earlleft notice fhould be given of the near appearance of a figure-dancer ; but, furely there was no neceffitj of faying any thing of the Britannia, in wboie fate the fates of. fa many little families were involved, until it fhould have been certainly known whether {he was wrecked^ or had fafely arrived in port. 

Of late years there has a praAice crept io>. of making the newspapers not only the vehicle of public intelligence, but alfo of the misfortunes, real or imaginary, of private families. For example, " We hear that Mrs •* Gadabout was lately deteftcd in an illicit •*

commerce with her hufband's poftilion, and " that a procefs of divorce will be brought,**' &c. 

Invention immediately bufies itfelf in accounting for this incident. 

After the firft ceremonies of furprife and deep regret, the education of the lady is fcrutinized; it was too* ftrift, or it was too loofe : The charafter of the hufband is laid before the inqueft of gof* fips : He was morofe and fullen, or he fet an example of extravagance and Itbertinifm which poor Mrs Gadabout inconfiderately foUowed.^ Then fome one, more expert in tracing d9e£la

to
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to tbeir caufe^ recolleAs having heardj that fomething^of a like nature befell the family many years ago; and that the grand aunt of Mrs Gadabout*s father, if common fame'lie not, ftept aiide with the Duke of Buckingham, when-he attended Charles II. into Scotland*

In this ftate of uncertainty, things remain fbr a week or two, when frefh intelligence is Gonnnunicated to the public. ^^ The report •* of Mrs Gadabout's* affair is premature. — **^The former article was copied from an*. ** other paper.—We hope that all concerned « will accept of this apology." Doubtlefs a xnoft fatisfying apology to all concerned 1

The writers of news-papers^ are the hifto* rians of the day ; but I fee no caufe why thej^ &ould be the hiftorians of the lie of the day«

NP7^. 
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REFINEMENT and delicacy of mind are not more obfervable in our ferious occupations, than in the ftyle of pur amufcxnents. Of thofe who poflefs them, the moft vacant hours will generally be informed by tafte, or enlivened by imagination; but, with men dcftitute of that fcntiment which they infpirc, pleafure will conimonly degenerate in* to groilhefs, fociality into intemperance^ and mirth into riot. 

. Mr Melfort. is one of my friend Mr Untm fbraville^s early acquaintance, who continue* to refidevin this city, and of whom he ftill re* tains fome remembrance. 

That gentleman, in his youth, had applied to the iludy of the law, and was admitted to the bar; but, having foon after fucceeded to a tolerable fortuae, he derives no other benefit from his profeffion than an apology for refiding part of the year in town, and fuch a general acquaintance there, as enables him to ipend his time in that fociety which \$ fuited

t^
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to his difpofition. He is often, indeed, to be feen in court; but he comes there only as he docs to the coffee-houfe, to inquire after the news of the day, or to form a party for fome of thofe dinners which he ufually gives. 

In my friend's laft vifit to town, he met with this gentleman, and came under an en* gagement to dine with him. I was afked to be of the party, and attended him according

The company was a large one. Befide Mrs Melfort and her two daughters, there were three other young ladies who appeared to be intimate in the family. The male part of the company was ftill more numerous. It con« fified, befide our lapdlord, Mr Umphraville^ and myfelf, of two lawyers, a phyfician, a jolly looking man in the uniform of a fea-officer, and a gentleman advanced in life, who had fomewhat of the air and manner of a foreigner, and, I afterwards learned, had left this country at an early age, and lived chiefly abroad ever fince. 

Mr Umphraville^ who was feated next Mrs Melfort^ itemed not lefs pleafed with the converfation, than with the manners of that la4y*

who is indeed perfectly well bred and ac

compliihed ^
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cpmplifhed; and the ftranger, whofe naiqe was Melvillef appeared equally to reliih the fpirit which diftinguifhed the difcourfe of Mr Um»

phraville. I had early obferved him to mark my old friend, as a member of the company not the leaft worthy of his attention. 

The dinner was fucceeded l^ a xomid of toafts, during which the ladies received fcarce any other mark of attention from the company, Mr Umphraville^ Mr Melville^ and myfelf, excepted, than,that of .Mr Melfort^s calling for theii- toafts, which he always diftinguifhedi by deilring us to fill a bumper. 

immediately after this ceremony was ended, thej withdrew ; a cii^cumftance which Teemed nowife difagr^eable to.the company they left, the greateft par.t of whom had hitherto fat muie, and plainly felt the prefence of the ladies a re(l:raint on the freedom and jollity of converfation. 

They liad no fooner retired, than Mr Mel" fortt raifing himfelf in his chair, announced a bumper to the ladies who had left us, an order

which was readily complied with, and feemed to fpread an air of fatisfadlioj^ around the table. Tiie fea-captain faid, he was glad the frigates had fhcered off; *' and now,**

added
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added he, " if you pleafe, Mr Melfort^ as the '^ iignal is given, we may clear the decks^ and ** form the line of battle.**

The Captain's joke was applauded with a loud laugh; during which honeft Umphraville^ whofe face is qo hypocrite, caft to my fide of the table a look of difpleafuce and contempt* which I wa« at no lofs to interpret. Meantime the fervants removed one half of the table, that we might fit fociably, as Mr MeU fort termed it, round the other which was *^mcdiatcly furniihed with a fet of frefli glaffes, and cleared of every incumbrance that might retard th^ circulation of the bottle. 

Our friends who had been fb fiknt during the prefence of the ladies, now began to take their revenge, and enlarge their (hare of the converfation in proportion to the number of bumpers they fwallowed : they vied with each other in the number of their ftories and their jokes; aH of which feemed to be equally re* liflied; and not the fcfs fo, that they now became fomewhat loofe and licentious. 

Mr Melville had at firft endeavoured, tho* in a very eafy and polite manner, to give Ibmewhat of a genteclcr turn to the converfation ; but hb cndeaviPUFSi though fupportcd Vol. III. B by

^ ^ Digitized by GoOgle^^
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by a good deal of wit and vivacity, could not long vrithftand the general difpofition of the company. He now found himfelf as little able

to relifli their merriment as Mr UmphraviUct next whom he was feated $ and they had be* gun to enter into converfation Of a very different kind, when Umphraville received a flap on the flioulder from one of the company, who at the fame time reminded him that he was hunted. 

My friend was at fir A ftartled with a familiarity to which he was little accuftomed; ha* ving recovered his compofure, however, he thanked the gentleman, though with an air rather formal and referved, for his attention, and drank oflF his bumpe;*! But having, it feems, left a little more than was proper in the bottom of his glafs, he was faluted with a call of ** No heeltops /" from another corner of the table. This enigmatical advice being explained to him, he complied with it alfo, faying, however, with his natural firmoefs of tbne and manner, " That it was his rule to «* fill and drink his glafs when and how ^c *

<pleafed; and that, as he had already gone <* greater lengths than ufual, Mr Melfort muft ^ excufe him if hp did aot depart from it.'*

I
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I few that Mr Umphravitte was now heartily tired of the company,, and was not ferry when, a little after this incident, both he and Mr Melville withdrew. Having remained long enough to witnefs fbme jocular remarks to which this gave occafion, I followed them to the drawing-room, where I found they were much mure agreeably employed in drinking coffee with Mrs Melforty while one of her daughters obliged my old friend, by playing fomc Scots airs upon the harpficord, which the other actompanied with a voice equally iweet and eitpreiSve. 

The convcrfation which fucceeded was fupported,-in an eafy agreeable manner, by Mr Melville and the ladies, with that mixture o(

ferious i^emark which made it not unpleafing to Mr Umphraville; nor

'lid he fufFer ia their opinion by the part he occafionally took in it. The

filent approbation of his countenance, during the performance of the young ladies, and the obfervations which it gave him an opportunity of making on the charafter of cur native mufic, had already made the old gentleman a favourite; nor were the reft of the company difpleafed with the turn of his fentiments, when he complained, that the draw* B 2 ing
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ing-rooms where, in his younger days, the ladies and gentlemen were accuftomed to the company of each other, were now almoft totally deferted; and that, as for as he could obferve, amidft the boafted refinement of modern manners, the gentlemen paid lefs attention to the ladies, both in public places and in private fociety, than they had done fifty years ago. 

After fome time pafied in this manner, the sioife of laughter and of vociferation on the ftairs announced the approach of Mr Melfort and his company. The phyfician, and one of the lawyers, were indeed the only members of it who had chofen to attend him to the drawing-room 5 both of whom were prodigioufly fluftered; and yet, to my aftoniihxnent, they contrived to put a decent face upon it, and fell into fewer improprieties thaa could have been expefted. A drawing-room, however, was not t*heir element; and, after fwallowing a little coffee, they withdrew, leading hont&jlfelfort faft afleep in a corner of the fettee, 

Mr Umphraville and I took our leave. We were fcarce out of the houfe when he exclaimcd, 

^ ■ ' Digitized by Google
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** 0 rus^ quando eg9 te afpiciam ? " 

And, after a little paufc, '* Good God ! ^^ laid he, " Charles^ can fuch fcenes be com-* " mon at poor Melforfs ? To what a degree •* muft he have loft all rcfpeft for himfelf, ^^ and all tafte for true happinefsi who, for ** fuch focfety as we have this day witneffed, •* can forego the agreeable converfation of hl» ** own family, or who can allow the elegance *^ of their amuTements to be difturbed by the '^ intrufion of his loofe and riotous compa« nions ?" 

I reprcfcnted to my friend, that he faw the matter In too ftrong a light. 

I obferveU, that the excefs, on this occafion, had probably been greater than ufual; Mr Melfort was nowife fingular in the manner of entertaining his friends; that, in this country, the general opinion jurtified the obfervation of the poet,. ** Fecundi calices quern non feeere difertum *^ that wine <eas fuppofed neccflary to remove the natural referve of our manner, and give a proper degree of .cafe and fpirit to our converfation. As to the appearance of Melfort and-his friehds in the drawing-room, I obferved, that a little habit made the occafional inB J trufio»
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trufion of a drunken company be confidered as a fort of interlude, which ladies could bear without uneafinefs; and, at any rate, as it was an equal chance that their future buibands would give fuch dinners, and receive fuch guefts, as their father did, it might not be improper to accuftom them, in their earlier days, to a fpecies of converfation and behaviour which they muft afterwards be obliged to endure. 

** Ay," fays he, •• Charles^ this is your way; ^^ the follies of mankind are familiar *to yon, *^ and you are always ready to find an apolo■**

gy for them; but I, who, for many years, *** have only heard of them, cannot be fuppo♦^ fed to bear their defefts with as much pa?"nience, I am fick of this town of yours; '** and, though I.could^have as much pleafure ^' as any man in witneffing fuch elegant man** ners, and partaking in fuch agreeable con* ••* verfation,. as we fkw and

enjoyed during a *' part of this evening, if I mufl* purchafe it, " by (harlng in the intemperance, the noife, ** and the folly which preceded it, fliould you ** wonder if I long to return to- my books and

?«my folitude?'* K
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All impediments in fancys courfe^ Are motives of more fancy. . 

Shak£spearb»

A Mid ST the ▼ariety ciF objcdls around us^ pbilofophers have frequently been eo ployed in pointing out and diAinguifhing thofe which are the fources of pleafure> and tholie which are produAive of pain; they have ea* deavoured alfo to inveftigate the caufes and the qualities in the different objefts by which thefe effefts are produced. I fufpeft that, in many cafes, we muft be obliged to have recourfe to the original conftitution of our frame, and that the moft penetrating philofophical inquirers can often go no farther than to fay, thus^

Nature has made vs. 

But whatever may be the original fources of our pleafure and pain^ it is certain that there are various circumAances which may be pointed out, as adding to or diminifhing both the one and the other y circumfianccs by which

tbiCi
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the warmth of expeAation may be heightened or allayed^ and the pangs of difappointment increafed or mitigated. 

It i$ a common obferyatioQy the juftice of vrhich, I believe, will not be difputed, that every paiBon increafes according to the difficulty there

is in its gratification. When once a defire for a certain objed is raifedi every oppofition which occurs to the attainment of jtt provided it be not fuch as ciits off all hopes of fucceeding, and every perplexity and em* barrafiment thrown m the way, when the xnind is engaged in the purfuit, inflames the -defire; the objeA becomes heightened and ex«

aggerated in our ideas, the mind grows more attached to it, and the expectation of enjoy* ment from the pofTeffion is increafed. 

To account for this appearance in our na«turej it may be obferved, that nothing is fo apt to make an object figure in the imagina*tion, as to have our attention long and earneftly fixed upon it. This ma^es it appear ia Wronger and more lively colom*8. If it be an obje6l of deiire, it appears more and more cal-' culated to give pleafure; if an objedl of averfion, it appears more aod more calculated to produce pain. Every time we view it, there is

aa
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an addition made to the impreiBon we have received. The fcofatioDS

it has already given us Aill continue^ and the paflion it has created receives additional force. If the objeft be pleafant, the mind dwells upon its good, if difagreeable^ upon its bad qualities; it broods over them, it amplifies, it exaggerates them. 

Now, no circumftance is fo much calculated to fix the attention upon any particular bbjeft as thofe difficulties which arife in our purfuit of it. 

The mind, unwilling to be otercomc, cannot think of fubmittitvg to a defeat, or of giving up thofe expectations of enjoyment which it has formed. Every little oppofition, therefore, that is met with, every obftruftion thrown in the way, calls forth a frefh confideration of the objeft. We take a view of .'t in its every form, to try if we can get the better of thofe diflSculties, and remove thofe obftruftions. The objeft itfelf, meanwhile, gains complete pofleffion of the fouL It fwells and heightens in our imagination, and is no longer feen as it is by other

men, nor as It would be by the fame perfon, were other objefts allowed to have a place in his mind, oc to divide his attention. 

From this circumftance in our naturc^^ that fixing
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fixing our attention upon any one objeft, or fet of objeAs, is apt to increafe or heighten them in our imagihationi a variety of rendarlcs might be made, tending to illuftratc the hiftory of the human heart* It is owing to this circumftance, that a general" lover feldom forms an attachment to any particular obje<ft. It is from the fame caufe, that the gentleman who follows no particular profeffion feldom exaggerates the advantages of any one. It is •the merchant who limits his views folcly to commerce that fees in too ftrong a light the advantages of trade; it is the man of learning, who is ihut up within the walls of a cot lege, that exaggerates the advantages of literature

; it is the fcholar who confines himfeif to one branch of fcience that is- the complete pedant. The moral philofopher wonders how any man can be occupied by the dry unpleafant ftudy of the mathematics, while the curious fabric of the human mind remains unexplored. The mathematician is equally furprifed that any man ffaould^ compare the certainty of -mathematical evidence to the vague inquiries of the moral philofopher. The geometrician, who, by the intreaty of his •friendSi was prevailed with to read the Culo£

Corneille^
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Corneillet wondered that any body ihould admire a diing in which nothing was proved.* And the learned Budaus^ when he was writing

his treatife concerning the R'oman as^ being interrupted by his mald-fervant, who told him the houfe was.on fire^ bad her go tell hi$ wife^

for that he did not mind family-mattery. 

It would far exceed the bounds of this pa* per to exhauft this fubjeA^

or to take Jiotice of the different remarks which may be drawn from it, either with regard to human fentiments and condu£l, or in relation to the fine arts *. I ihaU, therefore, confine myfelf to one other obfervation, on a point which ha^ been treated of by Mr Addifon in the 4cth Number of the SpeBator^ where he juftifie^^ againfl: the ruling o^Hbion at that time, the prance of thofe writers of tragedy who difregard what are called the rules of poeticaljum ftice. To his defence of that praftice, I think we may add one argument, which feems to have efcaped him, drawn from the effeA of the oppofition above mentioned to heighten our paffion for a particular objeft, 

• Sec EUmgnts of Critif\fm, 

There
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There is implanted in the mmd of every man a defire that virtue fliouid be followed bj reward) and vice by punifhment. But this defire, like every other, gathers new ftrength by oppofition, and rifes upon refinance. When, therefore, a virtuous man, amidft all his \Hirtue, is reprefentcd as unhappy, that anjiety which we feel for his happinefs becomes* lb much the'greater; the more undeferved calamities he meets with, the higher is that principle raifed, by which we defire that he ihould attain an adequate reward; the more he IS eiQvironed and perplexed with difiiculties, the more earneftly do we wifli that he may be delivered from them all; and, even when .he is cut off by premature death, we follow his memory with the greater admiration; and our refpedl and reverence for his conduft is increafedfo much thj more, as all our prayers for his happinefs, in this life, are difappoiQCed. 

On the other hand* with regard to the vicious, nothing excites ^o ftrongly our indignation againft vice, or our defire that it {hould" be puni&^d, as our beholding the vicious fuccefsful, and, in the midfi; of his crimes, ^n* joying profperity. Were we always to fee ibe vicious man meeting with a proper punifhment
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nifluneot for his guilt, wretched and unhappy, our eagerneis for his punifhment would fub-> iide, and our hatred agaioft him would he converted into pity; his guilt would be forgoty and his misfortunes only would affeft us. Before the trial of an atrocious criminal^ xhe unanimous voice of the public iS| that he fhould be led out to punifhment. Suppofe liim condemned^ how altered is that voice ! His fate is now univerfally pitied and deplored ; and, did not the fafety of thoufands depend on his fuffering, hardly, in any cafe^ ihould we fee the laws, of juftice finally put la execution. 

There can be no good reafon, therefore^ for obferving the rules of what is called foetU caljuftice. The cfFeft which a departure from ihefe rules produces, afford* the higheft poffible teftimony in favour of virtue. It fliews, that, where virtue meets with calamities and idifappointments, this, inftead of leflening it la our eftimation, only attaches us fo much the more warmly to its interefts •, and that, where vice is fuccefsful, inftead of creating a feeling in its favour, this only increafes our indignation againft it. Were virtue always fortunate. 

Vol. III. C were
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^wcre vice always unprofperous, that principle •vould be enfeebled*

by which we defire the reward of the one, and the puni(hment of the

•other. 

N^78. 
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To the Author of the Mirror. 

Sir, 

THE praifcs ^ friend/btp^ and defcrlp^ tions of the happinefs arifing from it# I remember to have met with in almoft every* book and poem fince firft I could read. I was never much addifted to reading \ and, \ik this inftance, I think, I have little reafon ta put confidence in authors. How it may be iit their experietice, I know not \ but, in mine^

this fame virtue oi-friend/hip has tended very little to my happinefi ; on the contrary, Sir, when I tell, you my Situation, you will find that I am almoft ruined by my friends. 

From my earlieft days, I was reckoned one 'of the bcft-naturcd fellows in the world; and, at fchool, though I muft confefs I did not ac-« quire fo much learning as many of my comt panions; yet, even there, I was remarkably for the acquifition oi friends. Even thcre^ too, I acquired them at fome expence ; I way C z flogged. 
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flogged, I dare fay, a hundred times, for the fauhs of others, but was too generous ever ta peach; my companions were generous fellows too ^ but it always happened,. I don't know how, that my generofity was on the loiing fide of the adventure*

I had not been above three years at college,, when the death of an uncle put me in poffeffioa of a v^ry confiderablc eftate. As I wa» not violently inclined towards literature, I foon took the opportunity which

this prefcntcd nic of leaving the univerfiiy, and entering, ttpon the.:worId. I put myfelf under the tui-r lion of one of my companions, who generally fpent the vacationsy and indeed fome of the terms too, in London, and took up my refi* dence in that city^ There I needed not that propenfity which, I have told you, I always poflefled, to acqiiirc ar multitude 6i friends ; f found myfelf furrounded by them in every tavern and coffee-houfe about town. But I foon experienced, that, though the commodity waff plenty, the price was high> Befides a confiderablc mortgage oh my eftate, of which one of my beft friends contrived to pofiefs himfelf, I was obliged to expofe my life- in a couf4e of duels, and had very near loft it by difeafe. 
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difeafe, in that courfe of friendfhip which I underwent in the -

metropolis. All this was more a focial facrifice to others, than a grati-*

fication to myfelf. Naturally rather of a fo^ ber difpofition, I found more frequently difguft than pleafure amidft thofe fcencs of dlGiipation in which I was engaged. I was oftea obliged to roar out a catch expreflive of our happinefs, at the head of a long table in a ta*

vern, though I would have almoft exchanged my place for the bench of a galley-fla\e ; and to bellow for a bumper, when i would as foon have fwallowed the bittereft drug in the (hop €f my apothecary^

From this fort of bondage I contrived to emancipate myfelf by matrimony. I married the fifter of one of my friends^ a girl goodnatured and thoughtlefs like myfelf, whh . whom I foon after retired into the country,, and fet out upon what we thought a fober well-regulated plan. The fituation was fodiftant, as to be quite out of the reach of my former town-K:ompanions; provifions w^f^ cheap, and fervants faithful j in fhort, every thing fo circumftanced, that we made no doubt erf living confiderably withm our income. Our inaaner of lif^ however, was to be as happy C 3 . m
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as prudent. By the improvement of mj cftate, I was to be equally amufed and enrich^cd ; my Ikill in fpor,tfiiian(hip (foF I had acquired that fcience to great perfe^ion at the tmiverfity) was to procure vigour to^ my coivftitution, and dainties to my table j and, Oigainft the long nights of winter, we were provided wftli: an excellent neighbourhood:. 

The kft-mentioncd article is the only one which we have found come entirely up to our €xpeftations. My talent for/«V«^-w/2^i«^ ha* indeed extended the limks of neighbourhood 2l good deal farther than the word is commonly underftood to reach. The- pari(h, Which it iiot afmali one, the county, which is proportionally extenfive, comes all within the deno*^ jinination of neighbourhood with us ; and my. 

neighbourC^j^ry, who pays mean annualt ipbrting vifit of feveral weeks, lives at Icaft fifty miles offi

Some of thofc neighbours, who always be*come friends at my houfe, have endeavoured to pay me for their entertaincfient with-their advice as to the cultivation of my farm, or the ' management of my eftate; but I havegeneraU ly found their counfel, like other friendly exicrtions, put me out of pocket in the end, 

• . Theiis
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Their theories of agriculture failed in mf prance of them; and the ingenious men they recommended to me fer tenantSi feldom paid their rent by their ingenuity. One gea* tieman, in pardcular, was to much penetrated by my kindnefs and hofpitality^ that he generoufly communicated to me a projeA he had formed^ which he fhewed me to be infallible^ for acquiring a great fortune in a very fiiort dme, and offered me an equal fbare in the profits^ upon my advancing the fum

of L. 500, ta enable him to put his plan more fpeedily inta execution. 

But, about a twelvemonth after, I was informed that his projeA had mifcarried^. and that my L. 500 was lo£k in the wreck of it. This gentleman is almoft the only one of my friends, who, after having been once at my houfe, does not chufe to frequent it again. 

My wife is not a whit left happy in acquitivig friends' than myfelf. 

Befides all ber relations, of whom (for I chofe a woman of fa*mily)

{he has a very great number, every lady flie mee^s at vifits, at church, or at the yearly races in our country-town, is fo inftantaneoufly charmed with her manners and conver£uion> that fhe

£nds it impoflible to leave our

paxt
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part of the country without doing herfclf the pleafure of waiting on Mrs Hearty at her own hOufc. Mrs Hearty*s friends are kind enough to give advice too, as well as mine. After fuch vifits, I generally find fome improvement in. the furniture of my houfc, the drefs of my wife, or the livery of my fervants. 

The attentions of our friends are fometimea carried farther than mere words or vifits of compliment; yet, even then, unfortunately^ their favours are juft fo many taxes upon us. When I receive a prefent of a delicate fat* tfwn, or a nice haunch of venifon^ it is but a fignal for all my good neighbours to come and eat it at my expence ; and, fome time ago, when a nephew of my wife fettled abroad, fent me a hog(head of excellent claret, it co£l sne, in entertainments for the honour of the liquor, what might have purchafed a tun from the wine-merchant. 

After fo many inftances in which mjfrUn(t' fhips were hurtful to my fortune, I wiihed to hit on the way of making fome of them beneficial to it. For this purpofe, my wife and I have, for . a good while paft, 

been employed in looking cut for fome fnug office, or revcrfion, to which my intereft with feveral powerful

friends
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friends might recommend me* But, fome 1

how or other/ our expe^ations have been al- |

ways dlfappoime^ ; not from any want of in- •

clination in our friends to ferve us, as we have been repeatedly afluredi but from various unforefeen accidents, to which expectations of that fort are particularly liable. In the courfe of thefe folicitationS) I v^as led to engage in the political interefts of a gentleman, on whofc influence I built the ftrongeft hopes of Cuccefs in my own fchemes 5

and I flattered myfelf, that, from* tlic friendly footing on which I ftood with my neighbours, I might be of con£derable fervice to him. This, indeed, he is' extremely ready to acknowledge, though he has never yet found an opportunity of returning the favour; but,, in the mean time, it kept my table open to all his friends^ as well as my own, and coft me, befldes, a headach twice a-week during the whole period of the canvafe. 

In fhort, Mr Mirror, I find I can afford to keep myfclf in friends no longer. I mean to give them warning of this my refblution as^ fpeedily as poflible. Be fo good, therefore, as inform fuch of them as read your paper, that I

have
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have fhut my gates, locked my cetlari turned off my cook, difpofcd of my dogs, forgot my acquaintance^ and am refolved henceforward^

let people fay of me what they will, to be n9 trie's friend but my own*

I am, &c. 

JOHN HEARTY. 

N0 7s^. 
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■ Tanto major fama Jitis eft quam virtutifm Juvenal, Sat. 10. 

To the Author of the Mihror. 

S I R, 

THerb is, perhaps, no chara£ler ia the world xnore frequent than that of your negatively good meo; people who ftrifUy conform to the laws of decency and good order in fociety, whofe conduct is fquared to the rules of honefty and morality, and yet who never did one-virtuous or laudable a£tion from the day of their birth. ' Men of thi$ fort.feem to cofifider life as a journey through a barba* rous country, occupied by favages, and overfpread with dangers in every quarter. Their only wiih is to fteer the fafeft courfe, to efcape any hidden fnares or precipices^ and to avoid exafperatkig the enemy \. but, to win them by offices of kindnefsi or attach them by real fcr* vices, they confidcr as a fruitkfs wafte o£ time. 
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a needlefs ezpencei and often a dangerous experiment. 

It is not a little furprlfingi that thefe good J^ofrmn ihould, by the decency of their exterior deportment, fo far impofe upon the ' worId> as to glide on with eafe and fafety, to arpve .often at ricl^es and eminence, and, from being free of the cenfure of every fpecies of open vice, to obi^n not uxxfre^uently the re« fpeA which is due to virtue. 

You> Mr Mirror, like fome other rigid moralifts, feem, from the general ftrain of ^our writings, to require fomething more to* wards the formation of a good man than the •mere abfence of evil, or the mere Ivuery of goodnefs* It mmft be allowed, however, that, bjr a fcrupulous bbfervance of certain rules of .decorum, and a timely ufe of th^ vocables of Wtp?, the exterior and vifible part of the . character is to be attained, which^ for moft of the ufeful purpofes of life, feems to be quite fufficient. But, as there are ftill a few who go a little deeper, and are fcrupulous enough to require a. purity of heart as well as of manners, it is pity, that thofe fincere good people (hould lofe all recompenfe for the fa^crifice they make of many comfortable gratifi*

cations, 
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cations, while they fee the rewards of virtue as certainly attained at a much foialler ex« pence. 

From my coHcern for the few I have mentioned, I have been confidering whether it were not poflible to devife fome means of ua*

mafking thofe of the former character, fome ftandard by which the two clafles might be compared, or ftatical balance which fhould fliow the difference of weight and folidity of fuch objedVs as have a fimilar appearance. I think| Sir, I have been fuccefsful, and fhall now propofc to you my plan.. 

Imprimis, I lay it down as a rule, that mca fliall not be judged of by the aftions they perform, but by fiich as they do not perform. Now, Sir, as thofe ufcful chronicles of fafts, called newS'paperSi have hitherto been only the records of what men have been daily a-doing, I propofe to publifli a news-paper of a different kind, which ihall contain the daily intelligence of all fuch things as are not done. 

For the benefit of fuch as chufe to encourage my undertaking, I fend you a fpecimea of the work, which I can fafely promife, and hereby engage, fhall contain more in quantity than any other periodical regifter whatever. Vol. III. D "Saturday Digitized by Google
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" Saturday laft, being the feftival of Chrift'* mas, a day which the late worthy Sir Tho

**^ mas W ufed to commemorate by giving

*' a warm dinner to all the poor of the pariflii ** the fame was^

celebrated by his fan, the pre** fent Sir Thomas, 'with no folemnity what* ** ever.*' 

*' Tefterday George B ——, Efq; who, by " the death of an uncle, fucceedcd htely to ** an eftate of L. 4000 per annimtj gave no **

anfwer to five charity-letters from the na*^ tural children of his deceafed relation, and *' their mother, who works hard for their ^

maintenance.*' 

. '^ In the courfe of laft week four poor people *^ died in the ftreets,—

owing to the great in* •« clemency of the feafon/*

«< On Friday the 24th ult. the Puke of ■ ♦* vifited the Royal Infirmary of this city, and, ** after perufing the lift of contributrons to ." that humane and nfcful foundation, was

" pleafed to gtve-i a. pinch of fnuff to the

." gentleman that ftood next him.'* :

*' It was confidently reported,,fome days a

<»' go, that C W , Efq; iad paid his

** father's debts; but this, we are aflured, is *^ without foundation." 

♦«In
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** In the aAion lately brought by E. L. a ** paupert againft her fon-in-law, Lord — ** for an alimony, fcveral eminent counfel be* " ing applied to in behalf of the plaintiflF, re" fufed to take any concern in fo fhameful a ** profecution.*' 

" W. P. Efq5 who lately fuftained ,a con" fiderable lofs by play, has not, as was aflcrt* '< ed, fold his hunters and pack of harriers* '' He has only difmifled his chaplain, and cut '^ off the allowance of foine fuperannuated do« " mcftics on whom his father bellowed an" nual penfions.'*

" Whereas it has been reported, that R. V, " Efqj who feme time ago made a compofi" tion with his creditors of five fhillings in the **

pound, has of late given fevcral entertain*^ ments of three, courfcs^

we are defired to *' inform the public, from the beft authority, " viz. his butler, that the faid gentleman ne** ver gives more than two courfes and a de* « fert." 

** Laft n-ightj between the hours of nine and " ten, a fire broke out in the kitchen of R. H, " Efq; which, after burning with fome vio" knee for two hours, was happily extinguifh'* ed. It did no farther damage than the conD 3 " fuming
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•* fuming of about 20 lb. of coals. It is fur** priiing how very few fuch accidents have happened of late years.**' 

M

Such, Mr Mirror^ is the nature of the paper which I propofe ihall give daily intelli--« gence of whatever is omitted to be done ia this city and its environs. Beiides the reconrmendation of novelty, its general ufeful'neis muft be fo apparent, that I can have very little 4oubt of its extenfive circulatioa. I am, 

S I R, 

Tour moft obedient fervant^

INTEGILR; 

To the Author of the Mirror. 

Sir, 

T Am one of a family of young Adies wharead your paper, with which we have been hitherto tolerably well pleafed, though we could wi£h it were not quite fo grave^ and had a little more lov^ in it. But we have found' 

out,. 
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eut, pf late^ that it is none of your own, but moftly borFOwed from other people. A coufint of oursi 'who is himfelf a fine fcholar, and has a great acquaintance among the critics, fhowed us many different

inftances of this. Your firft paper, he told us, was copied from the firft paper of the Spe8ator\ and, upon looking into both, we found them cxaftly the fame, all about the author and the work from beginBing to end. Your Umphraville^ he faid, \fdi^ juft Sir Moger de Coverley \ which we perfectly agreed in, except that my fifter Betjey obfer* vcd, Umphravilk wanted the IVidow^ which all of us think the very bcft part of Sir Roger^ Tour Bobby Button, he affiired us, was bor^ rowed from N'^ 13. of tbe True Patriot, publilhed by Mr Fielding, who writes Tom Jones %, and there, indeed, we found there was a ftory of a young gentleman who liked French, wine better than his country, juft like Sir Bgbby. N° 72. which we thought a vcry/weef paper, he informed us was taken from the. Night Thoughts \ and indeed, though we don*c underftand Latin^ we faw plainly,, that the Mottos were the fame to a TJS)fAW this, how* ever, we might have overlooked, had not a •gentleman, who called here this morning,, D J

who*
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who ufed formerly to be a great advocate for the Mirror, confefled to us^ that our coufin's intelligence was literally true ; and, more than all that, he told us, that your very lafl; number was to be found, CYcry

'word of ity in Johnfon^s DiSlionary. 

VTt fend you, therefore, notice, Sir, that unlefs you can contrive to give us fomething new for the future, we (hall be obliged to countermand our fubfcription for the Mir^ ror. We can have a reading of a frefh N<h vel every mornings for the money, with a /pick and/pan new ftory in it, fuch as none of us ever read or beard of in aU our lives be^ ibre. 

Yours, &c. 

EVELIN-A. 

N<'8ou
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Cogttaty ut fpeciqfa dehinc miraculo promat*

AUTHORS have been divided into two claiTesi the iaftruAive and the entertaining, to which has been added a thirds whomix, according to Horace, the •* utiie dulci^ and are, in his opinion, intitled to the higheft degree of applaufc. 

Readers complain^ that, in none of thefe departments is there, in modern writing, much preteniion to originality. In fcience, they fay, fo much has been already difcavered, that all a modern writer has left is, to -explain and enforce the fyftems of our prcdeceflbr^ 5 and, in literature, our fathers have fo exhaufted the acutenefs of reafoning, the fialhes of wit, the luxuriance of defcription,^ and the invention of incident,, that an author now-a-days can only give new form, not matter, to his argum^&t) anewturn^ not thought, to his epigram \
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epigram; new attitudes, not objeft, to his piAure; new language^ not iituation, to his ftory. 

Hqwever true this cooaphiim iB^y b^ in the main^ there is One clafs of writers to whom the charge of triteaefs ddes^ 1 apprehend, very Ihtk apply. They ari generally oi the ^rft fpecifesf mentioned above, who publifh ufeful information to mankind ; yet, in the laft quarter of the i-Sth century, their information is often as new as if tk^y bad written in t>he- lOBm fianry of art and of fi:ien<:«i when every &sld Was opentoth« tefcarehes of iridarfi:ry,,and the invention of genius. 

The writers I alhide . to, are the authors of tnofc little eflays which appear in the learned world under the title of

-AbVERTISEMENTS, 

irhe neceffary and ornamental arts of life are equally the objefts of the cUfs of authors whom I defcribe. In both, I will ventusie to nffert, that the novelty of their produ£tioQs i» equal to their ufefulnefs. 

It was formerly imagined,- that difeafe was an evil which mankind had inherited as a punifliment for the lapfe of their progenitor, Milton has given, in his Paradife Loft, a catalogue of fome of thofc tormenting maladies

which. 
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which wiere to be feh by the race of fallen A'» dam.-^So has Dr Dominiceti in aa advcrtifcment, which is now lying before me; but, with the moft extraordinary force of original difcovery, has informed us> that,, in his treatment of thofe difordcrs, there is no evil, no pain, but, on the contrary, mnch pleafure, and even luxury. «* / engage^

fays the Doctor, " with pleafure, and even luxury, to the ** patient^ to increafe or diminijb the vital heat^ *' and the circulatory^ fecretory^

and excretory *^fiinHions ;. to /often and relax the too hard ** and dry mufculdr and nervous fibres^ and " contra^ed ligaments; and to harden and make " compa^j and give the proper tone and elafti* **

city ta thi too moiji and flabby mufcular and " nervous [fibres and relaxed finev^Sy and prO'^ *' vide and ejlablijb an equilibrium betwe&n th6 *^fluids and vejfels; tofweeten acridy corrofive; ** and faline- humours 5 and to cure the dropfy'j ^ aflhmay confumptions^

colic^ gravely rheu*_ ** matifm^ palfyy pleurijy^ and feversy ftoni •*

and gouty fcxtrvy and leprofy j to moUify and " and deflroy inveterate callofttieSy to, detergi ** and cure ^bjiinate ulcers^ '&c. *

** Tbefe are not the reprefentations of a ^ ^aclCs bill y Idetefi the arts

<f quackery ar

*« muck
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^* much ^as any/nidn livings J deal not fn lio^ •* ft rums or myfieriest or magic or expedUnt t» <* captivate :

f Hon fibi» f^d totq geoutcim ft cr^d<re maivdo.^' 

If he who invented, one ^ new pleafure ii^as formerly thought intitled to.imperial munificepcei what reward does the DoAor defery^ iH^ho has added as many luxuries to tha U{1 as there,are difeafes In the catalogues o£

' Quv own country has tl;e honour of pro-i dXKJng an author, who, in an advertlfemeiH paabiifhed aot long ago^ has - added to the. 

ftoaces.. Q£].naturai hifiory- the .foUowing . yeryi cwicnw fa<3ts, with regiu'4\to the ^properties, of air and heat.. ../kfr Faify mafpn> oppoGte .tft ^hc White-Hart Ino, Grafs-. Market, Edin-i ^rgh> thus delivers himfelf <>«, the fubjeftof fn^miatks. y 4tr {jLnifrmke^^' f^ys he, *' are. ** tiMO tlaftjc fluidsi^ ^<^P.^PM 9f being condeujed

^^and^^xpande^. Htnt^yor^^hi^jiTe in th ^*£rate, \expands ike .o/>./

U/i}ig expanded, «' it becomes ligbUr. ^"A,nd% as it is in nature ^^for light matter tofwim to the t<^ ofheavier^ ^ it^ rJfes. up tkf. v^nt, carryings tie, /moke a

<« long
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^ long with it. This is the principle by ivbich ^^fire bumSy and fmoke afcends. No'w^ that ^' the particles of air may be brought above the

*^firef that, they may be heated to expand and ** carry off the fmokej

Jbouli be the chief care ** of a mafon in finifbing of the fire^placeu ^*

On the contrary^ it is the caufeof fmoke. 

** The other caufe offmoke is the wind. Wind ^* is a current of the air always rufhing inf$ ^* voids. At the fame time it goes forward by ^*

the law of gravity^ it has a tendency t$ ** prefs downwards. Now, when it blows over ** any one objedi higher than the chimney-top^ ^*

gravity brings it downward^ P^^ffi^g il>9 ^'fmoke before it^

It will be obferved)' that, like many other great theoriils, Mr Fair ufes a language in fome places a little obfcure \ and that, in others, at where he mentions the tendency of wind to prefs downwards, his expreiEon borders on the jocular ; a liberty in which fome of the greateft philofophers have frequently indulged. 

Thcfc difcoveries, however new and aftoniihing, are not fupeYhaturaU But I have juft now read an advertifement, which carries its infonnatioa beyond the bounds pf fpo,ce and time 9
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timei and, though the modefty of its author allows that fhe has borrowed fpinethiiig from the Eq/lern Magi, may fairly be deemed an o* riginal. *^ Mrs Corbyn, 4^N®4i. Stanhope'* ^^ftreeti Clare-market^

Lmdon^ by the ge-^ nuine rules of the real aftronomical arcana^ «for which the Viife men of the Eafi 'mere fi ** noftei^ undertakes to anfwer all legal ajbro" ** logical quejlions, in a mojl furprifing man* **

tier. Continues to give the moji amazing ac** counts ofperfons by fea and land. Gives at'* f* tendantf at the'ivarehoufe every day from **

ten in the morning to eight at nighiJ* The wife men of the £aft, .and fome other aftrologersi might perhaps retail fome prediSions ; but the idea of a wareboufe of prophecy was, 1 am perfuaded, referved for 3frj Corbyn o£ Ciarermarket. 

In the ornamental department of fcicncej lias there been any thing, fince the "days of Medeay that could fo cffeftually give beauty 40

homelinefs, or reftbrc youth to age, as the CircaJJian Wafhy or the Venetian Flower-iva' ter ? ' or has the cunning of art ever rivalled the produftions of nature more fuccefsfully than in the Elajiic Cufhion and Spring Curls^ «** "which,^ fays the advertifcmenj, *' are as

** natural
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*' natural and becomings nay^ by many thought ** morefo^ than the natural hair itfelf? 

Nor is the merit of thofe gentlemen much inFerior, where they apply arts already difcovered to purpofes which ^heir inventors never dreamed of. Socrates was faid to have brought down phllofophy from heaven to dwell with men. I think the fame eulogium may be fairly beftowed on the very ingenious artifty who has informed us in an advertifcment, ** That he makes leather breeches by the ^* rules of trigonometry." 

Having thus done juftice to the merit 06 thofe authors, in point of fubflance, I proceed to fhew their excellence in the compofition and ftyle of their productions. Amtdft a variety of inftances, I (hall make choice of one, merely becaiife it ftrikes my view in laft night^s Public Advertifer. It is the produftion of a very voluminous writer in this department, Mr Norton of Golden-Square. 

" £. S. Gent, of Tenterden in Kent, was •* hng affliBed vjith an inveterate fcorbutic ** diforder* It Jlrji broke out in hot pimples ♦* and dry fcales all over his face; then ap•* peared in great blotches on various parts of *' his body^ and oedematous fjjelUngs in his legs^^

.Vol. III. E ^^-vohich
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•* which terminated in dreadful excoriations, ** and foetid ulcers, j^ll this was attended with •* a total lofs of appetite^ and, at lajl, with

**fuch extreme languor and debility^ that the " poor gentleman was utterly defpaired of by •• feveral of the mojl eminent of the faculty ^

who attended him ; till^ at lajlj by the pro^ ^* vidential difcovery in the news^papers of the *« efficacy of Marcdant's drops, by taking a

^^few bottles of them, all the abqve terrible *^ fymptoms began gradually to difappear^ his ** appetite returned, his complexion regained '* its prifiine bloom, his ftin became as fmooth ** as that of a new born babe, and his flefb r^«< covered the foundnefs and elajiicity of the ** mofl vigorous habit. He has ever fmce been '*

perfeQly flouts hale, and aBive, and has ^* had three children born to him, all thriving ^^ and healthy, 

This may be confidered as a fort of tragicomic recital, and, if examined by the rules of Ariftotle, will be found to contain all the re«

quifites of the beft dramatic compoiition* Here Is a beginning, a middle, and an end. The beginning, the breaking out of Mr S*s diforder \ the middle, the progrefs of the 4ifeafe \ the end^ its perfeA cure. Here, too, 

in
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in fome fort, is the Ayvafmc, and here evi« dcntly the JltftriTeia, the two great beauties of a perfcft drama; the Ayrwf kt/c, the providential difcovery of Maredant*s drops i the liiftfTiTetoi, the change of fituation fromr pimples and fcales to a blooming complexion, from blotches and ulcers, to fmoothnefs of ikin and foundnefs of fleOi, from extreme debility and langour, to being the father of healthy children. 

Nor is this clafs of writers lefs remarkable for adaptation of ftyle than for corrcftncfs of compofition. The advertifement above recited of Dr

Dominicetif and the daily performances of Meff. Chrijiie and Anfell^

fhcw to what elevation they can raife it, when the fubjeA requires elevation. On the other hand, wherfr fliall we find more truly charafteriftic fimplicity than in the following notice from a gentleman-tailor ? ** Wanted^ by a Jingle gentle-^ *' man-tailor^ a fervant-maidy to a^ as houfe-^ " keeper and cooky 'where a girl is kept to attend' **" 

and wait upon the majier. None need apply ** 'who ivill pretend to manage the kitchen* ^Jire viithout his direHionSy as he underjlandl

** the management of coaUJireSy which few ^Servants in this town do* As he commonly Ea ^dines^
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** dities out of a Sunday y he expeFls hh fer-. ** vants to go to churchy injiead of cooking dain* ** ties to themfclvesj fiich as Jboulders of ueal ^^fiuff^d^ &c. J asy though he is a fingle man,. **

he is very well inflruEied by a neighbour ho-m ** to manage his family. —~ Apply next door •* to theJlepSy Panton Square-^^

Other writers, often equally poor and proud, may perhaps objeft to the clafs of au* thors whom I commemorate, that they write, not from the love of fcience, or the defire of fame, but from motives merely interefted and felfiih. But a little acquaintance with many of their productions will effeftually remove this reproach. Is it not benevolence alone that forces Mr Speedimany in fpite of his natural modefty, to addrefs the public in an advertifement ? ^* Mr Speediman i{}Ould be un-^ ^^juji to the public if he any longer delayed acm, ** quaintlng t^em (f the viKtues of his ftomach ** pills.**

Are there not daily advertifements of fales ^^far beloiu prime, cojly^

which continue for feveral. years,, to the evident advantage of the public, and lofs pf the advertifer > and does not Mr Molefvorth prefs advcnturera io the. lottery to purchafe his tickets and fharcsj. 
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fhares, though he i;aows^ by certain calcula* tioD, that they are to be drzvm prizes ? 

To fuch men> may not the above-quoted^ motto of the llluftrious Dt Dmniniccti be mo(t defepvedly applied ? 

" Non fibiy fed toto gem turn fe credere mundo/*

which, however^ as malice is always ready to dietraft from merit, I heard a wicked wag of" my acquaintance tranflate t'other day to acompany of Fadics^ " That the Dbftor's fumi•*gations were to make himfclf lixx, and ta> ^ kill all the world bcfide.'*^

Z
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, To'the AuxH,OR of the, I^IjRjioft. 

I R. 

SOme time agO'youiaferted ill.ypur papc»a letter from a lady who fubfcribed herfelf ^. M, giving an. account of thi: hai;cifliips Ifee has fuffered as the daughter of a man o£^ fortune, educated in, the roidfl:..Df ^^fBuence^, and thealeft tp the fupport of a very flender. 

provifibn. I own. the fituation to be a hard; one J but it may, perhaps, afford her fome. ^onfblatioh to be told, that there are others,, feemingly enviable, which are yet as- diftreflV ful, that derive their diftreffes from circum^ ftances exadlly the reverfe of thofc in whicht Mifs S. M, is placed, 

I loft my father, a gentleman of confiderat)le fortune, at an age fd early, that his death* lias fcarce left any traces on my mind* I can. 

only recoUeft, • that there was fomethiiig of buftle, as well as of forrow, all. over the koufej thaf my coloured fajb was- changed, for
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fbr^-bbck o&e fvahd that I was not allowed to.drin^ Pappa's Jieahh^afterJ dinner,! which,, before,. L had beem.taught.rcgularly to

.do,. Soon aftear, I caa remember day Mamma being: fick) and that there. :was ^ rlittle brother born,^ whov.was -much mqte attended to than I. As/ we grewfupj-lcan remember Ills.getting fnec; p*ay-tbitig5r, aacl being oftemer the ftibjca.of difcoiH^fe 'among our vifitors : and that ibmctniies, when there were little quarrels, in the; HHrfery, Silfy^s maid wouid, tell mine, that. Mifs muft irl&ir t^il her betters wcrc.fervcd. . A foperibi'ifytowhich. I was fo early ac*' cufto^fed, it gAve-iiie little imeafincfs'to bear^ The vivacity natural to children, which in me. was fupported by uninterrupted good health,, left'me ad leifuj^e to complain.of a preferences^ by which though tny biiothir.was diftinguifh-. ed', hew^s fcldoiii or h'eperi miade happier.. 

The notice, indeed, to which his birth-bright itftitl^d him, was often more a hardihip thaa. »privilege. He was :fi^equently kept in jtha drawiftg-iropm with Mamma,* when he wouhl^ Jiave-ipui:!* rather been.'with. mje. in the garrj d^n; he was made to repeat his le0bn ;to the company^ that they might admire his parts r ^odhis.progrefs, wMc I was.fuffered to be

playing
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playing bliad-man'd-balF below ftatrs-; he was. fet ac dioner with the did ffolk^, he%ed to: light things that wo^ald not hurt.him^' obligedb' 

to drink toaift and wate^r^'and to behave him^ felf like a

gentlecnan^^ while i was. afilowe^^to^ devour a^jpplednmpliR, gulpdoim fmalUbeert. and play monkey-trkks at the iiderl^ble* - Tha^

care, however,: whicbtWjuchfcA. ,h»*^ health, wai^ not repaid with fuecers^ i. he wa»always more delicate, and more.fubjedito Uttlc. 

diforders than I; and/ at:Uft| .^K^t i^om'pl^* ting his feircnthycar^

wa^'feii^d with a fcver^ whichy in a. few daj[s,. put aa.ejid to his life,, andtiransferred to mejthe inhcdtance o£ mj anceftorsbi j After the firft tranfport$. o| tny- mother's grief were fubfided, fhe begaaiQ ^FiP^7: ^^r^f. to the care of her fuirviving cWW. ...I ^as noW. become ibheritrefi of her anxiety as. well as of jny father's fortun'e; a remarkable change was made in every department of my education, sriy company, and my amufements. Inftead cff going along with a. fet of other ^icls of my. own age to a< clafs>foc leavning Frencbi ^nd a, piublic v^riting-fcboolj teacha^ were brought into the houfe to inftruft nae privately.; and, though X ftill went to a dancing-£cbool three

days
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days in the weefe, to praftife the Icflbns which I received from aa eminent matter at horne^ yet I was always attended by my mother, my governefs, or fomebody, by whofe fide I was ftuck up before and after the dance^ to the' gr^at vexfttion of niyfelf, and the ridicule, of my former companions. Of companions,' indeed, I was ftow altogejther deprived. I was too confiderable a perfon to aflbciate with thofe in whofe fports and.amufemeniis I had formerly been fo happy to fharc; if. at any. lime I ventured to;mention!a wiih for their fociety, I was immediately checked by an ob-fervation of my Mamma, that flie believed they were very good girls, but not fit company for me, 

.To prevent tlie foliiude in which my fupe?riprity would have thus placed me, a little: girl, an orphan niece of my jnother's maid^ was taken into the houfe, whofe office it was to attend me during all- my

hours of ftiidy or amufement, to hold the pm-cufhion while my maid was drcffing me, to ^ck leflbns along, with n\e, and be chid if I neglected them,, to play games at Draughts^ which flie was never to win, and tolift the Shuftkcccky which L commonly let fall j in ihoi^ fhc was to,fcrvc:

me' 
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mc for the prkSice of. all that iafokncc which the precepts of others had taught me I had a right to affume. I feel, at .this moment, Mr Mirror, the moft flncere compunftion for the hardfhips which this poor

,girl fuftered while ihe wa4 with me; tiardihip^ from which, at I^ft, flie freed herfelf, by running off with a recruiting ferjeant; yet I wa«

taught, at the time, to call her fubiiftcnce a bounty, and ta account myfelf generous when I bcftowed any trifle beyond it. 

While my mind was thus encouraged in perveriion, the culture, of iny body was little Icfs prepofterous. The freedom and exercife, which formerly beftowed health and vigour, I now exchanged for the conftraints of faihion,' and the* lazinefs' of' pride* Every {hackle of drefs which the daughters of any great man were underflood to wear, I was immediately provided with, becaufe I could afford it as well as they. . I was never allowed the ufe of my limbs, becaufe I could afford a coach; and, when attacked by the. flighceft diforder, immediate recourfe was bad to the phyfician, becaufe I could afford a fee. The confcquence was natural; I loft all my former fpirits, as well as my former bloom; and,. 

whea

Digitized by Google

N°8i. The Mirror. 5^

when I firft put on the womanly garb, I vns a fine lady complete, with cheeks as pale, and nerves as weak as the fineft. 

I was now arrived at a period when attention and anxiety were to be pointed altnoft folelyvto otic objeft, the difpofaf of my pcrlbn in marriage. \Vhh regard to this event, I was equally the flave of my mother's hopes and fears. I was dreflcd and rc-drcfled, fqueezed and pinched, that I might catch a fine gentleman who had lately returned from his travels. I was often hurried fevcral miles in the dark to a ball at bur county-town, to difplay myfdf to a Lord who was to be of the party there; I was wdlked over hedge and ditch, in order to captivate a country-fquurc of a very large eflate in our neighbourhood; and I was once obliged to hazard my neck^ that I migitt go out a hunting with a Duke. On the other hand, I was in perfeft durance when any improper man had been feen to look at me. I was forced to leave the parifixchurch, upon information received of a young gentleman having bribed the beadle with a ihilling to admit him into the next pew j my dancing-mafter was changed, becaufe his wife died while he was attending raej and mf
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drawing-maOrer, an old bachelor of threefcore, was difmifled, 

.bec>iufe Jie l^appened to put; his hand on mine in Are wing roe,how to manage .iny Crayons.. The only poor naan with whom I was allowed to aflbciate was the clergyman of our pariflr, a very-old gentleman of the mod irreproachable charafter. To this indulgence, 

.however, I W2s more indebted than, my mother was aware, or I had any reafon to hppe. PofleiTed of excellent fenfe and gre*t learning, the .good man was at ^pains to teach me the ufe of the firft, and the value of the latter. By his afliftance, my m.Jnd, .which, be.fore, had always been .e^thfr uncultivated or mifled,. was informed with

^knowledge more ufeful than the extent of my fortune, or the privileges of my birth. HejChewed me the folly of pride., and the

meannefs of infolence; he taught me the refpeft due to. merit, the

,tenderne& to poverty, the reverence to mjffortune ; from him I firft learned, the dignity of condefcenfion, the pleafures of civility, the luxury of beneficence. He died, alas! before I could receive the full benefit of his ioftrudions, before he was able to eradicate the cffefts of early perverfion ?jind habitual indulgence \ and left me rather in a condition to

feel
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feel the weakaefs of my mind than to recover its firength. 

My mother did not long furvive him* I Jiad been forced to fee the errors of her judgement, though I could never doubt the warmth of her affeftipn. I was unfortunate enough to lofe her afiiftance, when her aiSftance would have been more ufefui^ and her indulgence leis prejudicial. In the management of my fortune, which has now devolved on me, I am perplexed with budnefs which I do not underftand, and haraffed by applications which I know not how to anfwer. I am fometimes puzzled with fchemes for improving my eftatc, fometimes frightened with dangers that threaten to diminifh it; I am vexed with the complaints of poor tenants, and plagued with the litigioufnefs of rich ones. I never open a letter fr«m my fteward in the country without uneafinefs} and a viiit from my agent in town is to me like that of a bkiliff. Amidll ail thefe difficulties, I have no relation whom I can truft, and no friend to whom I can lean 5 the intereft which people have in deceiving me, deprives me of confidence in advice, or plcafure in approbation. In fliort, it is my fingular Vox* III. F

misfortune
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misfortune to pofiefs wealth with all the em* barrafTment of poverty, and power with all the dependence of meannefs*

I am, &c. 

OLIVIA. 

V

N®82. 
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THE paper of to-day was received from an unknown hand fbveral weeks ago* The publication of it may, perhaps, appear rather unfeafonable after the laft Gazette. There is ftill, however, much truth in my corrcfpondent's obfervations, who, 1 dare fay, will not regret that Sir George Jlodney^s fucjcefs has fomewhat IciTened their force. 

For the Mirror, 

Romulus et Liber paterj et cum Cajtore Pollux, Pofi ingentia fa^a^

Deorum in templa recepti*

HoR. Ep. 

\yf EN who either poflcfs a natural fournefs of temper, or who have been unfortunate in, the world from accident or imprudence, or perhaps think they have been fa from over-rating their own deferts, are apt to afcribe to human nature a variety of vices and imperfeftions. They confider thefe as the F 2 chief Digitized by Google
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chief ingredients of the compofition of man* kind, and that their virtues and good qualities are only exceptions from the general rule, like . accidental ftrokes of genius, or colourhrg, ki the works of a painter whofe performances, on the whole, are coarfe and irregular. •

Nothing can be more groundlefs and unjuft than this accufatioiv^ I am convincedy that, upon a thorough examination, though we might difcover many vicious andj profligate Individuals, we fhould find> in general, that human nature is virtuous and well difpofed, and little merits the abule that peevifh oi: un*fortunate men are inclined to beftow upon it. 

One charge,, much infifted upon againft mankind, is public ingratitude. With what iuftice or truth this is urged, we may j.udg«^ by examining the behayiour of men from the earlieft period to the prefent times ; and, in doing fo, I flatter myfelf we fliall be able to difcover that the reverfe is true, and that a .ftrong fpirit of gratitude has appeared on all occafions where it was due,, though, in dit ferent ages and countries, it. has been exprefl"ed in a different manner. 

In ^gypt and ancient Greece, the tribute paid by the publLc voice to the bcnefaftors of

mankind,. 
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mankind, was to confider them as objefts of divine worfliip, and, for that purpofe, to inroll them among the gods. Such was Ceres, for the invention of corn, Bacchus^ for the difcovery of wine, and a variety of others, with whom every fchool-boy is acquainted. If a man of fupcrior .ftrength and valour happened to repel an invader, deflroy a monfter^ or perforni any notable deed of public fervice, he was revered while living, and, after his death, his memory was refpcAed, and a fpecies of inferior worfhip was paid to him, as a hero, or a demi-god. 

In later times, in the Grecian ftates, the general who fought a fuccefsful battle, or deftroyed an enemy's fleet, had ftatues erefledto him by the public voice, and at the expence of the public. The Romans did not think of honouring their a<aive or fortunate commanders with ftatues ; but they had their triumphs and ovations bcftowed by the public,, and fupported by the voluntary appiaufe andattendance of a grateful populace. 

I fhould be extremely forry if the moderns*

yielded in the article of public gratitude either to the Greeks or Romans. I fhall not enter

upon the praftice or manners of other Euro-

I 3, ]?eaa*
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pean nations; but I can venture to aflcrt, with fome degree of confidence, that the people of Great Britain poflcfs a: degree of public gratitude unexampkd in any other age or country*

In making this affertion, I do not allude to public monuments, hereditary penfions, or thanks of parliament, which, though of a public, and feemingly of a general nature, may neverthelefs proceed from a very limited caufe. —-I allude to that univerfal effufion of honeft gratitude which the good people of England frequently beftow on fuccefsfulcommander«, by putting up their piftures as Jigns for their taverns and ale houfes, and frequenting theib more than any other, till the reputation of the original begins to be obfcured, by the i?i'fing glory of fome new favourite. 

I muft, at the fame time, obferve, that great ftatefmen have feldom experienced this mark of public applaufe. The late Mr Pitt was, 

indeed, an exception from the remarfc^-; but he was, in faft, a minifter of war only, and never meddled with finance. A firft Lord of the Tfeafury, let him be as wife as Ximenes^ and as moderate as Fleury^ cannot expe£t to be revered on the fignpoft of an alehoufe; every. 
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ever^ article of confumpt there has felt the weight of his hand; and^

whether the convpany get drunk in wine or puochi or enjoy the cool collations of tea and coffee, ftill the reckoning cecals ideas that lead to execra* tioxis on the whole fyftem of finance and taxar tion, from the department of the firft mini^fter to the walk of the loweft excifeman ; and, by an eafy tranfition^ the difUke of the fydeoi and the offices pafies, in {bme degree, to the perfons of thofe who fill them. 

BvLt, as the fame caiife of unmerited oblo* quy does not exift with refpeA to our admipals and generals, they have been often and much the objefls of this fpecies of public gratitude. It is needlefs to go far back. In the year 1739, Admiral Vernon. took Porto belh with fix fisipi only. The public gratitude to him was boundlefs.—He was fung in ballads. —Arthe enfuing general elcftion in 1741, he was returned from three different corporations; but, above all, his portrait filled every fign-poft; and he may be figuratively faid to -have fold the ale, beec, porter, and purl of England for fix year$> Towards the clofc of that period, the Admivars favour began to fade apace ^with the

colours
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colours of his unifom ;.and the battle of Culloden wks tbtal annihrlacion to him. Whenthe new* of that viftory reached England, a new objeft prefented itfelf to the public faTour; and the honeft Admiral, in every fign^oft, made way for the more portly figure of the glorious Duke of Cumberland*' 

The Duke kept pofleffion of the fign«pofts a long time. In the beginning of laft war, * 4Dur Admiral in the Mediterranean» and our Generals in Noith America^ did nothing that . Could tend| in the leaft degree, to move bis -Royal Highnefs froni his place ; but the doubtful battle of Hamellan, followed by the unfortunate convention of Stade^

and the rifing glories of the King of Pruffia^ obliterated the glorious Duk( of Cumberland as efiectually, as his Royal Highnefs, and the battle of Culloden, had effaced the figure, the memory, and the renown of Admiral Vernon. 

The Duke was fo totally difplaced by his Pruffian Majefty, that I have fome doubtswhether he met with fair play. One circumfiancei indeed^

was much againft him'; his fi** gure being marked by a hat with the Keven^' huller cock, a military uniform, and a fierce look, a very flight to^ich of the. painter converted
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verted him into the King of Fniffia; but what crowned the fuccefs of his; Prufiian Majefiy^ was the title beftowed upon hinv by the bro«

thcrs of the brufh^ " The glorious Proteflant *• hero i" words which added fplendoup to cvery fign-poft, and which no Britifh fubjeA could read^ without peculicar fenfations of ve* neration and of thirft. 

For two years the gkrious Protejiant her^ was unrivalled ; but the French being, beat at Minden upon the ift of Auguft ^759, by the army under Prince Ferdinand of Brun/wick, the King of Pruflia began to give place aJUttle to two popular favourites who ftarted at the fame time, I mean Prince Ferdinand and the Marquis of Granhy» —

Prince Ferdinand was fupported altogether by his good condu<5t at

Minden, and his high reputation over Europe as a general;—the Marqms of Granby beha* ved with fpirit and perfonal courage every where; but his fuccefs in the fignpofts of England was much owin^g to a comparifoo generally made between him and another Briti(h general of higher rank, but who was fuppofed not to have behaved fa well. Perhaps too, he was a good deal indebted to another circumAance, to wit,, the baldnefi of his head*. 

The
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The rtiext who figured In the fignpoft way was the celebrated John Wilkes, Efq;—This public honour conferred on him was alfo an cffufion of gratitude ; for he was fuppofed to have written the Earl of Bute^ who was both a Scotfman and a fevoifrite, out of power, mtd to have refifted and explained the illegality of general warrants. 

Beddes^ he fought a bloodlefs duel with E. Talbot, and was fhot in the caufe of liberty by Mr Martin of the treafury. All thefe were great Weights in th« fcale of popularity \ and, though Mr JVilkef never attained the glory either of AdmiralVer^ titfn or the Duke of Cumberland, yet his vifage has filled many a fign-poft, and much ale and gin has been fold under his aufpices. 

Thefe are the laft whom the people of Great Britain have thought Worthy of being fo honoured ; and, thougii the thing itfelf may icem ludicrous, yet the talc has a morale by no means flattering to the well-wifbers of this country.——We have been now for five years employed in attempting to reduce our rebellious colonies \ we have been two years at war with France, and one with Spain \ many troops have been raifed, many millions have been expended j expeditions without number

have
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have been pUoQed'and fupported, and the moft pawerful fleets hdYC been fitted out that the coafts and dock«yards of Eogland ever be^ held; yet, during this long period, with fb many opportunities and fo much force, wc have not an admiral whofe head would fell a fiogle can of flip, i^or a. general whofe futl length would procure cuftom for an additional pot of porter. 

That this ezpreffion of public gratitude may be fometimes mifplaced, I will by no meant deny; but ftill this tribute paid by the people is more likely^ than any other circum(^aDoe, to be a fure prpof of real merit. 

The Sove« reign may be miii£^ormed as to the defervings of thofe whQm he is pleafed to honour ; and although, in the prefent reign«

no fubftantial mark of unmerited favour has been conferred, yet every body remembers the late Cene^ ral Blackney^ who gave up Minorca, made a Lord for defending it, merely to fupport a Unking adminiftration, What reliance can be had on the thanks of parliament as a proof.of public merit, may be learned from the anfwcr of a gallant fea-officer, (not an admiral), who, upon being told that the Houfe of Commons meant to give him thanks for bis intrepid and fuccefsful
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fuccefsful conduA on the coaft of France, fwbre, if they did, he would inftantly refiga his commiffion. 

Perhaps, at that time, feme recent inftance of party-in}«ftice and •

partiality had broiaght the thanks of parliament into difrepute $ but, be that as it may, I fh'all never think our af« ^alrs, either by Tea or land, in a profperous condition, till I fke the fign-pofis of England filled with frefh figures of generals and admirals. When that happens, it will be a fure proof, that our affairs have taken a favourable turn, and that fbmie of our commanders have, at lail, a^led in a manner

fuitable'to the troops and treafure with^ which, from the beginning of this war, they have all been fo Kberally fuppHed. 

N^Sj. 
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IN a paperpubliflied at Edinburgh^ it would be improper to enter into any comparifon of the writers of this country with thofe on tfee otber fide of the Tweed, But, whatever k the comparative rank of Scottijb and Englijb authors, it muft Purely be allowed, that, of late, there have been writers in this country, upon different fubjedls, who are pofleflled of very confiderable merit. In one fpecies of nvtriting, however, in works and compolitions of humour^ there can be no fort of doubt that the Englifh ftand perfeAly unrivalled by their northern neighbours. The Englifh excel in comedy z feveral of their romances are replete with the moft humorous reprefentations of life and character, and many of their other vrorks are full of excellent ridicule. 

But, in Scodand, V9& have hardly any book which aims at humour, and, of the very few which do, ftilt fewer have any <iegree of merit. 

Though we have tragedies written by Scots authors, w« have no coa>edy, excepting Ra^nfay's Gentle Vol. III. G Siei^herds Digitized by Google

74 The Mirror. N^Sj^

Shepherd \ and, though we have tender novels, wc have none of humour, excepting thofe oi Smollety who, from hjs long refidence in England, can hardly be faid to have acqui^p red in this country his talent for writing; nor can we, for the fame reafon, lay a perfcft claim to ArhuthnQt^ who is a ftill more illuArious exception to my general remark* There muft be fomething in th^ national genius of the two people which makes this remarkable difference in their writings, though it may be difficult to difcover from what caiufe it arifi^s. ' 

I am inclin^ed to fufpeA, ^hat there is fome* Ihing in the iituation and prefent government of Scotland, which may, in part, account for this difference in the genius of the two coun« tries. Scotland, before the union of the two kingdoms, was a feparate flate, with a parliament and conftitiition of its own. Now the feat of government is removed, and its conOjtution is involved in that of England. At the time the two nations came to be fo intimately connefted, its great men were lefs affluent than thofe of England, its agriculture vras little advanced, and its manufa^ureswere bl th^ir infancy. A Sgotfrn^;) yvas^

th^refore^

ia
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in this fituation, obliged to exert every nervc/ that he might be able to hold his j^lace. 

If preferment, or offices in public life, were his object, he was^

obliged to remove froxi^ home to a city, which, though now the metropolis of the united kingdoms, had former•« ly been to him a fort of foreign capital. If wealth was thp objeft of his purfuit, he could only acquire it at home by great induftry and perfevcrancc •, and, if he found he could not eafily (ucceed in his own countiy, be repaired to other countries, where he expefted to be able to amafs a fortune. 

Hence it has beei^ remarked, that there are more iKitlves of Scotland to be fouxld abroad than of any other country. 

People in this fituation are not apt to indulge themfelve^ in humour \ and few humorous ehavaflers will appear. It is only in countries where men wanton in the extravagancies of wealth, that fome are led to indulge a particular vein of charafter, and thajt others are ipduced to delineate and exprefs iic in writing* . Befides, where men aire in a fituation which makes it heceflary for them to pufli their way in the world, more particularly if they are obliged to do fo among ftranG 2

gers,. 
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gers, though this may give them a firmnc6 and a refolutencfs in their conduft, it will na*turally produce a modeft caution and rcfervc in their deportment, which muft chill every approach to humour* Hence, though the Scots are allowed to be brave and undaunted in dangeroys fituations, yet ba&fulnefs, referve, and even timidity of manner, unleis when they are called forth to aftion, are juftly confidered as making part of their character. Men of this difpofition are not apt to have humour : it is the open, the carelefs,^ the indifierent, and the forward, who indulge la k \ it is the man who does not think of intereft^ and who fets himfelf above attending to the proprieties of conduA. But he who has ob« jcfts of intereft in view, who attends with circumfpe£tk>n to his conduft, and finds it necef^

fary to do fo, is generally grave and filenfi^ and feldom makes any attempt at humour. 

Thefe circumftances may have had a confiderablc intiuence upon the genius and temper of the people in Scotland j and, if they have given a particular formation to the genius of the people in general, they would naturally have a limilar cSeSt upon its authors: the geniuA
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genius of an author commonly takes its direction from that q{ his countrymen. 

To thef? caufes, ariiing from the prefent fituatioaand government of our country, may "be added another circumftancc, that of there being no court or feat of the Monarch in Scotland. It is ouly where the court is^ that the fiandard of manners can be fixed; and, of coafequencei, it is only in the neighbourhood of the court that a deviation from that

ftandard caq be exa^ly ^fcertained, or a departure from it be ealily made the objedt of ridicule. "Where there is no courts it becomes ot little importance what drcfs the people wear, what hours they obferve, what language they exprefs themfclvcs in, or what is their general deportment. Men living at a diftance from the court become alfo unacquainted with the rules of fafeion which it eilablifhes, and are unable to mark or ppint them out. But the . great fubjeft for wit and ludicrous reprefentation arifes from mens having a thorough knowledge of what is the fafliionable ftandard of manners, and being,able to feize upon, and hold out a departure from it, in an humorous point of view. In Scotland, therefore, which, fince the removal of the court, has become, G3 in
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in a certain degree, a provincial country, there being no fixed ftandard of manners witliin the country hfelf, one great fource of ridicule i» cut off*, and an author, by that means, is not led to attempt humorous compofition, or, if be does, has little chance of fucceeding,. 

There is another particular which may hare had a very confiderable effeA upon the genius of the Scots writers, and that is, the nature of the language in which they wri&e. The okl Scottish diakftjisnow hanifhed fi*om-our books^ stnd the Engllih is fubftituted iu its place. 

BiK^ though our books be written in Englifli, our converfation is in Scotch. Of our language, it may be faid, as we are told of the wit of Sir Hudlbraf, that we have a fiiit for holidays, and another for working-days. The Scotti& dialed): is our ordinary fuit; the English is^

ufed only on folemproccafions. By this means, when a Scotfmatt comes to write, he does-it generally in trammels. His own native original language, which he hears fpoken around him, he does not make ufe of; but he ex- ■ preflcs himfelf in a language in fome refpefis foreign to him, and which he has acquired by ftudy and obfervation. When a celebrated ScottiJ[h writer, after the publication of hb Mi' 

fiOTJ
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ftory of Scotland^ was firft introduced to Lord ChefterfieU^ his Lordfhip, with that happy talent of compliment for which be was fo remarkable, addrefled him, at parting, in thefe words: <^ I am happy, Sir, to have met widi «* you,— happy to have pallida day with you, 

«< —and extremely happy to find that you fpeak •* Scotch,—It would be too much, were you to ^ fpeak^ as well as nurite our language, better ** than we do ourfelves,**^

This cireumftance of aScottifh author not writing his own natural dialeA, muft have a con* fidcrablc inffuence upon the nature of his Hteraly produdion$« When he is employed in any grave dignified compofition, when he writes hiftory, politics, of poetry, the pains he muft take to write in a manner different from that m which he fpeaks, will not much affis^ h«s productions \ the language of fuch compofi«

tioDs is, in «very cafe, raifed above that of common Ufe; and, therefore, the deviation which a Scottish author is obliged to make from the common language of the country, can be of' little prejudice to htm. But, if a writer is €o defcend to common and ludicrous pi^res of life ; if, in (hort, he is to deal in humorous compofition, his language muft be, as

nearly
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neafly asppffiblCf,: thait ^f commun iffe, that of the l^ulk of the people. But a Sqptfman

.who wiihes to write Engliili cannot eafily <|a this. He neither, fpeaks the.Englifli dialed):, nor is it fpoken .by.thofe .around him.: aniy

knowledge l^e has acquired of the language, is

-go,t fcom books, not frofp converfation^

^Henc6S<;ottiih authors may ha^e been prevented from ^ attempting to write books of humour J and, when they have tried it, we may be abie> ia fpme.meafuve,. to account for their failure, ... 

. In confirjpciation of thefe remarks, it may be obferved, that almoft the only works of humour which we have in this cduntry, are in the Scottifh dialeft, and- moft of them were written before the union of the kingdoms, when

} the Scotch was the written, as well as the fpo

.kep langiiiigc .of ^e countiy.. The Gentle Shepherd^ whida is full of natural ^d ludi

. crous reprefentations of low life, is written in -broad Scotich* Many of our ancient Scottish ballads are full of humour. H there have been

.lately any publications of humour in this country, written in. good Englifh, they have

^been moftly of that graver fort, called irony. In this fpecics of writing, where the.author

himfelf
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himfelf never appears to laugb^ a more digni* fied compofition is admiffible} and. in that cafe, the difadvantage of writing in a language diffirrent from that in which the author fpeaks^ or thofe around him converfei is not Co tax* fiblyfclt. 

K' 
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Clamant periiffe pudorem Cundii pene patres. Hon. 

TO difpute the right of Fajhion^ to calarge^ to vary, or to change the idcas> both of man and woman kind, were a want of good breeding, of which the amhor of a periodical paper, who throws himfelf, as it were, from day to day, on the proteftion of the police world, cannot be fuppofed capable. I pay, therefore, very little regard to the obfervations of fome antiquated correfpondents, who ^pretend tafet up what they call the invariable notions of things, againft the opinions apd practice of people of condition. At the fame time, I murt obf^rve, that, as there is a College in Phyficy and a Faculty (as it is called in Scotland) in Law, fo, in Fajbioriy there is a feleft body, who enjoy many privileges and immunities, to which pretenders, or inferior praftitioners in the art, are by no means intitled. There is a certain grace in the rude

neis, 
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tie^i and wit in the foliar of a perfon of faftiion, to whith qne of a lower rank has no manner of pretenfion. 

1 am afraid that our city (talking like a man who has travelled) is but a fort of mimic metropolis, and .cannot fairly pretend to the fame licenfe of making a fool of itielf, as London or Paris, The circle, therefore, taking them in the groSf of our fafhionable people here, bave feidom ventured on the fame beautiful irregularity in drefs, in behaviour, or in manners, that is frequently praftifed by the leaders of the ton in the capitals oi^ Frame ot England*

With individuals, the fame rule of fubordination is to be obferved, which, however, perfons of extraordinary parts, of genius ab6ve their condition, are fometimcs apt to overlook. I perceive, in the pit of the playhoufe, fome young men, who have got fuddled in punchy as noify and as witty as the gentlemen in the boxes, who have been drinking Burgundy; and others, who have come ftfbcr from the counter, or the writing-defk, giye almoft as little attention to the play as the men of L. 3000 a-year.—My old fchoolacquaintance. Jack IVoudbe, t'other morning, 

had
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bad a neckcloth as dirty as a Lord's, aad pkked his teeth after Klinner, for a quarter of an hour, by the ai&dance of the little mirror in the lid of his tooth-fick cafe, I take the firft opportunity of giving him a friendly hinc^ that this pradice is elegant only in a man who has made the tour of Europe. 

feature and Fajbion are two oppofite powcre, that have long been at variance with one another. The firft is allowed to prefide over the bulk of the people known by the denomination of the tmlg^ir\ the laft is peculiar to the higher orders of the ftate, and by her honours they have a title to be diftinguifhed. Attentiob to interefting fcenes, civility to thofe we ought to oblige, and propriety in public behaviour^ belong to Nature, and are therefore the property of the people. It is a direA infringement on the rights of Fafhion^ if the inferior members of the community fhall laugh where they (hould cry, be noify where they ihould be filent, rude where they (hould be civil, or dirty where they ihould be cleanly. Thefe are the badges of greatnefs, and, like certain coats-armoriaiy are only to be borne by illuftrious perfonages. 

Thefe are matters in which, I think, I may

venture
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venture to interpofe my advice or animadverfion. But} as to fome more delicate fubjeAs, I am very doubtful whether they come withia the limits of my jurifdiftion, or how far it would be prudent in me to exercife it, if they did. I mean this as a general apology for not inferting a variety of letters from unknown correfpondentS) giving me information of certain irregularities in the manners and deportment of the fafhionable world, which they defire may be taken immediate notice of in the Mirror One who writes under the fignature of Rtifiicus, tells me, that fainting is now "become fo common a practice among our fine ladies, that he has oftener than once been iDtroduced to a lady in the morning, from whom, till he informed himfelf of her name, he was furprifcd to receive a curti'y at the play or the concert. 

Another, who fubfbribes, hirafeif Modejius, defircs me to imitate the example of the Tatlcr^ by animadverting, not on the large, hut the fmall fize of the pettim coaty which, he fays, has fo fhrunk up this winter, that there is more cf the ankle

feen than he can find countenance to look at. 

To the firft of thcfe coiTefpondents I mart VoL.ni. H anfwer. 
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anfwer, that I think the ladies, (whofe number I am inclined to believe is fmall), who ^chufe to drefe their faces in rouge or carmine^ are exempted from all cenfure j they certainly do it to pleafe themfelves, as they know how much it is detefted by the men. Or, perhaps, they are of that icy order of females who have made vows of perpetual celibacy, and thus varnifti over their beauty, as virtuqfi do certain

delicate natural productions, which are meant to be looked at, but never to be touched* As to the complaint of Modejius^ I can only account for the prefcnt (hortnefs of the petticoat, from the attention of the ladies being fo miich ingroiied about their hads^ as to leave them no leifure to take care of the other extremity; as generals who are anxious to cover one part of their works, are apt to leave an oppofite quarter defencelefs. 

But the moft ferious complaint I. have received, is a letter fubfcribcd Cenfor^ arraigning, with true Juvenalian feverity, the conduct of a certain Club^ which, in the words of my correfpondent, " continues^

in defiance " of decency and good manners, to infult the '* public in Large Chara^ers^ in the front of

" every
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•* every news-paper in town. This,** he adds^ "moves my indignation the more, when I '' coniider that feveral of its principal mem* ** bers are arrived at a period of life which " fhould teach decorum, at leaft, if it does " not extinguifh vice.**

In anfwer to this angry correfpondent, I will tell him^he following flory. 

Some years ago, I happened to be in York^ at the time of the ajfizes. 

Dining one day in a tavern with fome gentlemen of that city and its neighbourhood, we were violently difturbed by the noife of fomebody below, who hooted and hollow'd, fmacked his whip, and made his fervants found their French horns, in fhort, rehcarfed, during the whole time of our dinner, all " the glorious tumult of the " chace." 

Some of the company, after feveral inefFeftual meflages by the waiter, began to be angry, and to think of a very ferious remonftrance with the fportfman below. But an eli^erly perfon, who fat oppofite to me, pacified their refentment: ** I know the gentle" man who difturbs you," faid he; " his " head-piece was never one of the bed 5 but " 

now, poor man I ^believe we muft let him H z •* alone. 
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( ^^ alone.—Since he is paft running down the «• fox in the field, he mnft e'en be allowed la «< hunt him in the parlouF^" 

NO 85? 
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Pojfum oblivifci qui fuerim ? Non /entire qui' Jim ? ^0 caream honore

? ^a ghria ? ^likis Hberis ? ^ibus fortunis ? 

Cic, ad Att. 

A Periodical publication, fuch as the Mirror, is, from its nature, confined chiefly to profc compofitit)ns. My illuftrious predeceflbr, the Spectator, has, however,^ fometimcs infertcd a little poem among his other efTays ; and his example has been imitated by moft of his fucceflbrs. Perhaps it- may be from this caufe, that, among the variety of communications I have lately received, many of them confifl: of poetical compofitionsI muft obferve in general to thefe correfpond* ents, that, Uhough the infertion of a' poerai': now and then may not be altogether improper* for a work of this kind, yet it is not every poetical compofition that is fit for it, A poem may be poflefled of very confiderable merit, and may be in titled to applaufe, when publiflied in a poetical colledlion^ though, H J frpnv Digitized by Google
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from its fubjeft, its length, or the manner in. irhich it is written, it may not be fuited to* the Mirror. I hope my poetical correfpondents, therefore, will receive this- as an apology for their poems not being

inferted, and willj by no means confider their exclufiort as proceeding from their being thought defiitute of merit. 

Among the poetical prefents I have received,. there is, however, one, which feems very welL ftiited to a- work of this kind'. The gentkinan from whom I received it fays^ he has been informed, that it was founded on the following infcription (probably written from real feeling) on the window of an inn fituated In the Highliinds of Scotland^

^' Of all. the ills unhappy mortals know,^ •* A life of wandering is the greatcft wo;. ** On all their weary ways wait Care axKl Pain,, ** And Pine and Penury, a meagre train;.—— ** A wretched Exile to his country fend, ^ Long worn with griefs, and long without a " friend r . 

Thts potm contains a dcfcriptidn of the fituation of a Scotch gentleman who*had been obliged to kave his country for rebellion a gaiaft
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gainft our prefent happy government. It points out the fatal confequences of fuch treafonable attempts^ and reprefents the diftrefs of the perfon defcribcd, in a- very intercfting. and pathetic manner. S

The exile. An Elect. 

'flT'HERE, *midft the ruins of a fallen ftatc^ The once fam'd Tiber rolls his fcanty wave, Where half & column now deridesthe great,. Where half a ftatue yet records the brave i

With trembling ftcps an Exik wander'd near, In Scottifb weeds his

{hrivelM limbs array'd; His furrowed cheek was. cro&'d with many^

tear. And frequent jSghs his. wounded foul be» tray'd. 

Oh ! Wretch I he cry'd, that like fome trouf - bled ghoft Art doom'd to wander round this world of wo. While memory fpeaks of joys for ever loft. Of peace, of comfort, thou haft ceasU to know I

Thefe
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5fhefc' ^pe the fcencs, with fancy'd ^charms endow'dy . 

Where happier Britons, cafiing pearls xwsij^ The fools of found) of empty trifles.proud. 

Far from the land of bUfs and freedom ftraj. 

WouM that, for yonder dome, thefe eyes could fee The withered Oak that crowns my native

Win —

Thefe urns let ruin wafte; but give to me The tuft that trembles o*cr its lonely rill. 

Oh ! facrcd haunts ! arid is the hillock green That faw our irifant-fports beguile the day ? 

S<ill are' our feats of fairy faihion fcen ? Or is my little throne of mofs away ? 

Had but Ambition, in this tortur*d breaflr, Ne^er fought to rule beyond the humble plain, 

"Where mild Dependence holds the vaflal bleft. Where faith and friendfhip fix the chieftain's reign; 

Thus had I livM the life my fathers led ; Their name, their family, had not ceasM . to be ; And thou, Monimia f on thy earthy bed !— My name, my family, what were thefe to thee !—

Three
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Three little moons had ften our growing love, Since firft Monimia join'd her hand to mine^

Three litrle moons had feen us bfeft above All that enthufiaft hope couM e^er divine*

Urg*d by the brave, by fancy'd glory warm'd. In treafon honed, if

*iwas treafon here. 

For rights fuppos'd, my native band I arm'd. And joined the ftandard CharUs had dar'd to rear 5

Fated we fought, my gallant vaflals fell, But fav'd their matter in the bloody ftrife ; 

Their coward mafter, wha cou'd live to tell He faw them fall, yet tamely fuffer'd life. 

Let me not think ;—but ah J the thought wilt rife. 

Still in my whirling brain its horrors dwell. When pale and trembling, with uplifted eyes, 

Mmimia faintly breath'd a laft farewell i

" They come, fhe faid \ fly, Jy thefc ruthlcfs "foes, 

** And fave a life, in which Monimia lives ; " Believe me, Henry^ light are all her 'woes, 

"Except what Ilenry\ dreaded purpoft

** gives»

J* And
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«' And would'ftthou die, iind leave me thus ** forlornj

'< And blaft a life the moft inhuman fpare ? ** Ob I live in pky to the babe unborn

'* That ftirs within me to affift my prayer!—" 

What could I do ? contending pailions ftrove, . And prefs-d my bofom with alternate weighty

Unyielding honour, foft perfuafive love— I fled and left her—left her to her fate ! 

Faft came the ruffian band v no melting charm^ •That e*er to fuffering beauty Nature gave^

The ruthlefs rage of Party can difarm ; 

Thy tearSj Monimia^ wanted pow'r to fave*

She, and the jemnant of her weeping train, Whofc faithful love ftill linked them to her fide, : Torn f^om their dwelling, trod the defertr plain, ♦ No hut to fhelter, and no hand to guide. 

Thick drove its fnow before the wintry wind, And itiidnight'datknefs unrapp'd the hemh they paft»

Save on.e Old gleam, that, blazing far behind. The ancient maniion of my fathers caft. 

> Calmly
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Calmly fhe faw the fmouldering ruins glare; ** Tis paft, all-righteous God ! 'tis paft, ** fhe cry'd; *• But for my Henry hear my latcft prayV! 

—** Big was her burfting heart; — fhe groaa'd» and died !—

Still, in my dreams, I f^e her form conitffs'd Sailing, in robes of light, the troubled Iky! —

And foon, fhe whafpers, fhall my Henry reft^-^iAnd dimly (iniling, points my place, to die! 

I hear that voice, I fee that pale hand wave ! 

I come once more to view my native Aore i Stretch'd on Monimiah long-negledted grave

To clafp the fod| and feel my woe» np more! 

N«8^. 

Digitized by Google

' N<^86. Saturday, March 4. i78o#

To the Author of the Mirror, 

Sir, 

MAnt ineftimable medicines, as well for preferving health as for curing dif€afes, are overlooked by our modem pra£Htioners* An attempt to revive fome of thofe obfolete remedies, though it may appear better fuited to a medical performance, yet does not (eem altogether foreign to the Mirror ; fince 9l found mindf according to the well* known apophthegm, is in natural alliance with 2, found body, 

the fame publication which is calculateii for the improvement of the one, may, not improperly, be made fubfervicnt to the heahh of-the other. 

I. The firft that I ihall mention is of fovereign efficacy in reftoring debilitated ftomachs to their proper tone. It renders the body vigorous, and it prolongs the days of man even unto jsxtreme old age. Of it Tulfius^ an eminent
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pent phyiician of Amflerdiimi treats in his Objervationes Medtcinales*

la fome languages it is called Cha^ in others, Tzai \ but with us it has received the appellation of Tea. 

IL There is another fitnple of a fingular kind : according to the great traveller Pietr^ della Valle^ it is cooling in fummer, and warms in winter^ without, however, changing its qualities. 

It expelled a gout of thirty years (landing from the toes of the Reverend Alexander d^Alhertus^ a bare-footed friar of Marfeilles, aged fcventy. 

For a long time Madame de Laufun could ojiot walk without the aid of a crutch; and^ no wonder; for the good lady " had num^f bered the frofts of four fcore and two win••* tcrs/' She was feiz.ed with what my author calls a tertian quartan ague, which undoubtedly is a very bad thing, though I do not find it in my diftionary ; but flie tried Father Alexander*s remedy \ . her youth was renewed, as one might fay

{fomme rajeunie^* and .flic threw away her crutch. 

The wife of M. Morin^ phyfician at Grenoble, was reduced to the lail extremity by a

Vol. III. I confirmed
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confirmed Ptific^ of no lefs than'fixtccn.years endurance : at length the DoAor fotfail out a method of laying the difeafe that had fo obfti•nately haunted his bed. By way of experiment, he adminiftered the remedy to his chere moitie [dear half J, which is French for a wife. She recovered of her Ptific, and afterwards, by ufing the fame remedy, of another difeafe with a horrible Greek name, a Peripneumony. 

I might add many and various effefls of tliis medicine ftill more wonderful. ' thdt of the public fpeaker, who was feized with a -fit of

^modefty, is the moft remarkable. By taking a fingle dofe, he felt himfelf reftored to his wonted compofure of mind 5 and he declared that he could, with ^afe, have fpok^n out an^Kher hour. 

For this, and other authenticated cures, the ioqujfidve reader is referred to the treatife of Philip Sylvefter du Tour, concerning the vir'tues of Coffee. 

III. There is a certain weed, " which, ta^« ken a while after meat, helps digeftion ; it «« voids rheum, &c. A little of it being *« ftecped over night in a little white wine, is ** a vomit that never fails in its operation.. It ♦'cannot endure a fpidcr, or a flea, or fuch

"like
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'^ like vermin : it is good to fortify and pre* ^* ferve tbe iight, being let in round about " the balls of the eyes once a week, and frees '^ them from all rheums, driving them back •* by way of repercuilion : taken into the. fto* ** machy it will heal and cleanfe it; for my " Lord Sunderland, prefidcnt of York, ta* *^ king it downward into his

flomachi it cured << him of an impofihume, which had been of a '' 

lonj time engendering out of a bruife ho *^ had received at foot-ball, and fo preferred *< his life for many years.**

Thefc are the words of Howely in hisjetters, "ivhcre he enlarges on the praife of Tobacco. 

IV. But there is ftill another medicine pf adonifhing virtues, which have been circum* ftantially related by MatthioluSf an Italian pbyfician of the fixte^nth century : it is *' a ** liquid, which, when ikilfully prepared, " proves a powerful anti-feptic [an oppofcr <«^ of corruption] to every thing fteeped in It; *• and fo, by removing all tendency to cor" ruptlon, it is a comforter and a reftorativc> ** and preferves and prolongs the lives of '* thofe who ufe it. It not only cherifhes the " natural beat, and preferves it in its full vi«• gour, but it likewife renovates, as it were, la ^* an^
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** and vivifies the animal fpirits, gives an a^ ** grecable'warmth to the ftomach, ffaarpen? **^ the apprehenfion and underftanding, clears '* the eye-fight, and repairs the memory : it is ** more peculiarly beneficial to thofe who are ** of too cold a temperament, and who are ** fubjeft to crudities of the ftomach, and o(^ ther difordcrs proceeding from cold affec** tions. It 'therefore affords a fovereign re<* lief to all who are tormented with pains in ** the ftomach or bowels, proceeding from ** wind or indigeftlon ; as alfo to thofc who ** are fubjc(Jl to giddinefs, the falling flcknefs^ " a relaxation of the nervous fyftem, invc*' terate melancholy, hypocondriacal difor** ders, palpitations of the heart, tremors, and «*

fainting fits." 

Matthiolus fubjoins the method of ufing this, medicine: W- Once a day a table fpconful of Aquavitae^ dyfiUed from the beji wine. But, with all deference to his authority, Jquavit^, diftilled even

from the beft wine, is not fuperior in any of its virtues to our great ftaple, Whifky: for, from the refearches of our own patriotic philofophers, thefe two concluGons may be deduced J ly?, That JVhiJly is a liquor plcafant

ta
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,V. I fhall conclude with a receipt whick

might have been confidered as of general im-^

portance in the fevcnteenth century, and may prove of no kfs importance in the nineteenth. 

Barthatomeus Carrichtersy in his Secret^ b. 2^

c. 12. publifhed a recipe which is mightily commended by He5lor Schlands, in an epiilla to his learned friend Gregorius Horjiius; fee Horflii Epift. Medici. § 7. j6i2. " ?L Dogs

** greafe, well dlflblved and cleanfed, 4 ounces. 

" Bears greafe, 8 ounces. Capons greafe, 24

" ounces. Three trunks of the mifleiqe of

** hazle, while green ; cut it in pieces, and

•* pound it fmall, till it becomes moid : bruife

** it together, and mix all in a vial. After

" jou have expofed it to the fun for nine' 

** weeks, you ihall extract a green ointment,. 

" wherewith if you anoint the bodies of the

^ bewitched, efpecially the parts mojl affeEled^

** and the joints, they will certainly be cured.'*' 

This recipe was^ tried with amazing fuccefs> in the cafe of a young girl whofe condition was truly deplorable ; for ** fhe vomited feathers,. 

** bundles of Ilraw, and a row of pins Jiuck in' 

[^ blue paperf as frejh and ne%^ as any in th^' 

\ 3 ** iedW^
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•« pedLir*s Jlall^ pieces of glafs windows, and ** nails of a cart-wheel;" as may be feen in*'« The Wonderful and True Rehition of the

&** witching a young girl in Ireland^ 16^^)^ by Daniel Higgs. 

It is with the utmoft diffidence that I give my own fentiments in the Materia Medica^ efpecially on a fubjeft which has been expreffly treated by fiich men as Dr Bartholomeu^ Carrichters, and Dr He£lor Schlands. May I then be permitted humbly to propofe ihi* quare^ Is there not fome reafon to conjecture, that the recipe fo effeftual in the cafe of heiiritchingy would anfwer equally well in the cafe of childblains- ? 

I amjt &c^

ANTIQ^UARIUS. 

NO 87. 
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Men fear death as children fear to go in the dark\ and^ as that natural fear in children is increafed with talesj fo is the other. 

Bacon. 

THere is in the mind of man a fund of fuperftition, which, in all nations, inr aU ages, and in all religions, has been attend* ed with efFefts • powerful and extraordinary. In this refpeft, no one people feem intitled to* boaft of any fuperiority over the reft of mankind. All feem, at one time or other, to have been alike the flaves of a weak, a childifh, or a gloomy fuperftition. When we behold the Romans, wife and great as they were, regulating their conduA, in their moft important af* fairs, by the accidental flight of birds; or, when threatened by fome national calamity, creating a dlAator for the fole purpofe of driving a nail into a door, in order to avert the impending judgement of Heaven, we art apt, according to the humour we are in, to fmile

at
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at the folly, or to lament the weaknefs of human nature. 

A little refleftion, however, is fufficient to ihow, that, wirh all our advantages, we ourfclves are, in this particular, equally weak and abfurd. The modern citizen of Ronie,^ who thinks he can appeafe an

offended Deity, by creeping on his knees up the fteps of St Peter^s fo many times a-day ; or the pious Neapolitan, who imagines that carrying forth the ffiliAs of St Januarius^ is fufficient to ftop an eruption: of. Mount Vefuvius,, are equally objefts of pity with the good Roman, who de* Xoutly aflifted * at driving the nail into the tfimplfe oi Jupiter Capit&linus. 

It is amufing to obfci*ve the conduft of our firft refoi^ers in this particulars Their penetration led them to difcover the grof& errpw and manifold fuperfiitions of the church o£ Rome, and their fpirit and ftr^ngtfc of mind^. aided by fortunate ciicumflances^ enabled than .tQ

fet therafelv^ free from* 'fhofe fliackks in which Eui-ope had been held for ib many ages. But no (boner had they done fo, than they and their followers adopted another mode of fuperftition, in the .place of that which it had coft them fo much pains to. 

pull
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pull down. To maffeSy and crucifixes^ and imagesy were fubftitutcd a precife feverity of mannery and hngfermons, and a certain mode of fauBifying the Sahbathy which were inculcated as conftituting the/um of virtue, and as comprehending the whole duty of a Chriftian, So ingenious are men in finding out fomething to put in the place of true piety and virtue! Neither is this confined to one religion or to one feft. 

To the fame caufe muft be attributed the broad brim and plain coat of the Quakerf the ablutions of the Gentooy the pilgrimages of the Mahometan^ the fevere fails obferved ia the Greek churchy with numberleft other inftances that might be mentioned. 

There is a fpecies of iuperftition, which perhaps might b^ traced back to a iimilar origin, that often lays flrong hold of the imagination^ and fills the mind with terrors and apprehenfion$, which reafon and philofophy have not power to eradicate, when onc« they have fairly got hold of us. Of this fort is the dread of apparitions, of fpirits, and of

witches. Mr Addifon, in an excellent paper in the Speftator, has fhewn the folly ^f thofe apprehen-* fions, and has cautioned parents to be particularly careful to preferve their children from. 

thofe
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thofc little horrors of imagination which they arc apt to contrail when they are young, an4 are not aWc to (hake off when they grow up. He juftly obferves, that, next to a clear judgement and a good confcience, a found imagination is the greateft bleffing of life. 

Perhaps it might be going too far to attribute to this effay of Mr Addifon the reforxnation fo ftrongly recommended by him. It is, however, certain, that all thefe apprehenfions, formerly produAiv^ of fo much real uneafinefs, are now, in a great meafure, unknown. We have (b far fucceeded in plucking the old nvoman out of our heartSy and we no longer fee a brave foldier afraid to walk through a dark paflage, or an intrepid failor ihrink with horror at the thought of paffing the night in a folitary apartn^nt. 

There is, however, another weaknefs fomewhat a-kin to this, that, I am afraid, ftill prevails among us, which my fondncfs for children, and the pleafure I find in prattling with them, give me fre<juent opportunities of obferving. I mean, a cuftom of terrifying children, and filling their young minds with gloomy apprehenfions of death. This is one of the moft common methods employed by

ignorant

Digitized by Google

N^Jy* The M t & r o it. lof

ignorant nurfeiy-maids^ and foolifii parent^ to frigbten infants into obedience. Btit nothing can be more abAxrdy or attended with more

pernicious confequences. Were a per* fon of a timid fr^me of mind under a necefllty of croiling the ooean^ would it be the part of a friend to magnify the daqger, and to a« mu(e him, all the way to the port where he was to embark, with accounts of ilorms and tempefts, and with a fearful pi£hire of the many and various hazards to which he muft he expofed on the voyage ? 

A wife parent, attentive to the future happinefs of his children^ ought to foUow a very di&rentrule of conduft. From their earlieft infancy* he ought to make the idea of death familiar to them ; he ought to accuftom them to look upon it, not only without fear, but with the fame indi^erence as on any other unavoidable ojccurrence to which they are daily expofed. By this means, they will, as they advance in life, be kd to confider it. as a friend riithcr than an enemy ; they will per** ceive, that, bufc for death, this world would be a prrfon more dreadful than any the moft cruel tyrant ever invented ; they will look forward' to k as the. t)nly period to the cares of
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of this life, as a happy paflage 'to that better world, wh^re only they can expeft a complete reward for a faithful difcharge of their duty in this. 

However abfurd a dread of witches and apparitions maybe, the confequences attending it are not fo bad as thofe that flow from the fear of death. The one, it is true, fills the mind with many difagreeable apprehenfions, and caufes many uneafy moments 5 but the other unfits a^ man for difchairging his duty in fociety, and too often expofes him. to infamy and difgrace. Courage is a quality/that depends, in fome meafure, on the conftitution of the body ; and it has been obfervcd, that the fame individual is not, at all dmes, and upon ail occafions, equally brave. 1 cannot help being of opinion, howevjer, that, if a boy, from his carlicft infancy, wcri taught to view

death in a juft light, he would imperceptibly acquire a ftrength of mind, that would enable him to face danger, and to do his duty, on all occafions, without being ob< liged to fummon up his refolution, and to call reafon to his aid, upon every trying emergence. I have heard it faid, that, if men were ac

cuftomcd

Digitized by Google

N^Sj. The Mirror. 109

ouftomed to defpife death, they would be apt, through a fort of fool-hardinefs, to throw away their lives on every flight occafion, or idle quarrel. But, for my own part, I entertain a very diflferent opinion ; that fool-hardinefs is feldom to be met with in a man of a calm, firm, determined mind, who knows how to cftimate the true value of life. In general, it proceeds from a fecret confcioufnefs, that leads a man to put too high a value on the quality of courage, and to indulge his vanity by a difplay of it; as we often fee men moft defirous to be thought to poflefs thofe virtues and thofe talents, to which, in reality, they have the leaft pretenfions. 

I was much pleafed with a convcrfation I had on this fubje<9:,'on a viiit I lately paid to Lady -, the wife of ray much-valued friend General

>, who is now abroad fighting the battles of his country. I found her in her dreffing-room, furrounded by a group of the moft lovely children. 

After ihey retired, fhe began to complain, that, with all the attention a parent could beftow, it was often impoffible to prevent children from receiving bad and improper impreflions from fervants and attendants. 

<f It was but juft now," faid fhe, " your fa Vol. III. K . ^^^ vourite. 
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'* vourite, little Charles, told his brother, ^* that, if he was a bad boy, he would be put <* into a black box, carried to the church'* yard, thrown into, a hole, and covered over ** with earth," After fome obfervations on the bad tendency of reprefenting death in frightful colours, fhe faid, ihe had often been difpofed to think the poets to blame in this particular, who, by dwelling *on all the circumftances attending our diflblution, and prefenting them to the imagination in ftrong and lively colours, often leave an impreiEon which reafon is not able entirely to wear off. She inftanced the well-known lines of Shakefpeare:

*• Ay, but to die, and go we know not where; " To lie in cold obftrudlion, and to rot; " This fenfible warm motion to become '• A kneaded clod; and the dilated fpirit •V To bathe in fiery floods, or to refiJe *• la thrilling regions of thick^ribbed ice ; ** To be imprifoned in the viewlefs winds, " And blown with reftlefs violence round about " 

The pendent world; or to be worfe than

" worft ** Of thofe that lawleft and uncertain thought " Imagine howling; — 'tis too horrible I '* The wearied and moft-loathed worldly life, 

** That
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** That age, ache, penury, imprifonment, ** Can lay on nature, Is a paradi/e " To what we fear of death.*'—

«' It is impoffible,** faid flie, « to read thofe ** lines without being affefted by them. Yet,' " were I to judge from my own feelings, I " 

fliould think the fentiment unjuft. If ta *' me," continued fhe, ftealing a glance at the pifture of my friend, while an involuntary tear half ftarted in her eye, " if to me, there •* be any thing terrible in death, it proceeds " from the thoughts of what I fhould leave, " not from the dread of wb^t I ihould xn^et « with.**

M

K z N^85. 
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To the Author of the Mirror, 

Sir, 

MY Father was a farmer in a tolerably reputable fituatlon. I was his eldeft fon; and, at the age of fix years, I was fent to the parifh*fchool, to be taught reading and writing. My father naturally made inquiries concerning my progrefs, and the fchoolmafter gave him the moft flattering accounts. After I had fpent the ufual time in learning to read and write, my mafter faid it would be a pity 10 cut fhort » boy of my genius, and advifed my father to allow me to remain a year or twoIpnger at his fchool, that I might get a little Latin. This flattered my father's vanity, as it put his fon in a lituation to appear fomewhat above that of the children of the neighbouring farmci's. I was allowed to fit on the fame bench at fchool with our landlord's fon, and I had fometimes the honour to be whipped for his faults. In lUidying Latin I fpent three

years. 

0
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years. The account which my father received of my progrefs in that language, led him to follow my teacher's fuggeftion, to give me a littl^

Greek. Having gone thus far, the tranfition was eafy \ it would be a pity, ftiid our fanguine advifers, to lofe all the knowledge I had got J

with my application, and my genius, if I profecuted my ftudies, I might

become a very learned, and a very great man. If I ftudied divinity, (which was propofed), I. might in time preach in the pulpit of the very parifh in which my father lived ; nay, I might rife to be a ProfefTor in the Univerfity, or become Moderator of the General JJfeinbly of the Church of Scotland. 

I was accordingly <jntered a ftudent in the univerfity. My father confidered my fortune as now made j and my expedlations were not inferior to his. But I foon found my fituatioa at the univei'fity a very hard and uneafy one My father had been able to fupplyime tolerably with neceJTaries at the parifli-fchool; but todo this, at the univerfity, fituated in a great and expenfive town, was above his power. I was obliged to walk about, therefore, with a fhabby coat, and with an empty purfc. I eould not attend all the leftures I wiflied, for IL 3 ' want Digitized by Google
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want of money to purchafe admiffion, or toprocure the neceflary books. I now like wifefound, that, far from being more knoT^Hng than my colTege-compai>ions, as my countryfchoolmafter flattered me would be the cafe,, mod of them knew more than I did;, they had been better taught, and had profited accordingly. Poverty, wsnt of books, of friends,, and of the other conveniencies of life, were not circumftances very well fuited for the ftu?» dy of the beanties of Homer and F/rg/7, nor for making a progrefsin the abftra£L fciences; but, with all thcfc diiEculties, I gave fuch clofe and intenfe application, that I was able to pick up a good deal of learnings and my diligence drew the attention of fome of the profeflbrs. By their intereft, t was. recommended to Mr M , a gentleman, of confi" 

derable fortune, who refidcd in the town where the univerfity Ts fituate4, to be ttuor to his child'reii j and accordingly he was pleaTcd" 

to engage me at the falary of L. 20 a'-yearj. with the additional advaotage of living in h\s houfe. I now thought the world was all before me, and every thing feemed to flatter me with prcfent

happinefs and future exaltation. Out of my i^ary I hoped to afford to be better
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ter drefled, to buy more books, and to attend more leAures. I expedled^ from the know* ledge I had acquired, to be able to make a

£• gure in the company which refofted to Mr M.'8. I doubted not that they would fingle me out as a prodigy of learmng and genius ; that, by their favour, I might be recommend* ed to fome lucrative or honourable place; or^ at leaft, that I fhould, by Mr M.'s intereft,, be (ettled as a minifter ia fome churchy after having pteafantly fpent a year or two in hh family in attending to my pupils» from whofe progrefs ajid improvement I expcAed equal pleafure and reputationr. 

How thefe hopes have been anfwered, I proceed to inform you*. 

When I entered to Mr M.'s family, I found It was €xpe£^d that I ihould not only attend to the ftudies of the eldeft fon, a lad of about fourteen, but that I was likewifc to take care of all the^ younger children, confiAIng of no fewer than fix. Sofiie of thefe were to be taught to read, others, who were too young fer thafi, I was to look after* and walk out with when they went alx-oad, to keep them out of harm's way, to prevent them from falling into a ditch, or being run down by a carriage. This I faw muft occupy my whole time}
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time; and every thongh.t of reading for my own improvement was to be laid aiide. But though, in this manner, a temporary ftop was to be put to my learning, I ftill flattered , myfelf I ihould make it up by the improvexpent and knowledge of the world I fhould atq.uire from the fociety and converfation at j^r M.'s. But this e^Epedlation was as vain as the former. When there Vere fh'angers of diftinAion at the houie,..! 

was noi Allowed. tQ &t at table, but was. placed in a corner of the room with the- younger children, where my province was to attend to what they eat, and fo cut their .meat for them. When the family were alone, or the guefts were fuch as Mr M. did not think necejQTary^to tr-eat witlvjiiuch ceremony, I was permitted to fit at table j but 1 fopn found, even when this was the cafe, that I Was not to be peruiittcd. 

to talk there* Seldom, indeed, was there any converfation which was worth joining iu; but when any occurred in whkh T ventured .to join, what 1 faid was received ia fuch a manner, that I was obliged to refolvc to be filent. If I threw, m an obfervation which ftartcd a doubCof the juftice pf any thing that was faid, I was con-^ fider^ as an impertineiit conceited fellow, 

-Vho
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vrho had no right to exprcfs his doubts; if i endeavoured to fupport any opinion, I faw I was deemed officious and troublefome. Mr M. 

who, to the Credit the world juftly gave him for a great fortune, wiflied alfo to add the reputation, though without any pretenfions, of learning, was afraid, when I opened my mouth, left people Qkonld think that his fon's tutor was more knowing than he ; and^ therefore, took care always to contradift me flatly, and with an air of fuperiority y and, fometimes, even made a joke of that auk* wardnefs of manner, 

~ which: it was impoffible one m my fituation could have efcaped. 

Yovt may judge what effeft this treatment muft have upon one who can relifh the beauties of the claffics, and has read many of the mofl: eminent French and Englifh authors. Poor, helplefs, and dependent as I am, ibmething^ within tells me that I am fuperior; — biit I ' ba^re no title to be proud. 

For fome time, the only pleafant moment* which I Jiad in Mr M.V

family, were thofc employed in reading with* my eldeft pupiU But this continued a very fliort time. The young gentleman foon began to defpife one, vhom he faw his father and his fa<her'»

friends
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friends treat with fo much difrefpea; and, inflead of following roy direAions, • took care to do the very reverfe of whatever I defired him. I perceived alfo he made me the fubjeft of jefi: with his companions. In vain did I venture to reprefcnt this in the gent left manner to Mr M. I was the worfe ufed for my complaints 5 he afcribed his fon's little progrefs to my remlffoefs, not to any fault in the boy, who, I foon found, had much more influence with his father, in regard to his edu« cation, than L had. 

Such, Mr MiRBOR, is my fituation with the upper members of the family. With thofe of an inferior rank, it is not a whit more agreeable. 

John, the footman^ receives a falary nearly equal to mine, and he wears a better coat. He, therefore, looks upon himfelf as a finer gentleman than me ', and, as I am but little refpefted by thofe whom he confiders as his betters, he does not think himlelf bound to r€fpe<a: me at all* At dinner, he feldom hears when I call; and, when he does, I. often get fifh-f*uce. to my pudding, and pepper inftead of fugar to my pancakes. Nor U John to be blamed for this; for he fees his lu^fter give me port, or punch, while he and his
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his guefts drink claret. For fome tlme^ indeed^ after J came to refide in the family, I received much complaifance from Mrs Debo* rah Hitchcock the houfe-keepcr. Mrs Deborah is now confiderably paft her fortieth year; in her perfon, thick and fquabby, with a mouth a little awry, and eyes a little afquint. Mrs Deborah frequently fends her compliments, and afks me to drink tea with her, or invites me to

evening entertainments with her gofiiping companions. She is fometimes alfo fo kind as to vifit me in my own apartment,— fays (he wonders I do not tire when alone; that {he and I, from our fituation in the fami* ly, fliould be companions to each other; and fhe has feveral times hinted, that, by her long refidence in Mr M.'s, fhe has acquired a fum which might be of ufe to ^a young man like me. 

Thus, Sir, have I given you a view of my fituation in Mr M/s family for more than two years paft that I have refided in it. My pupil is doing no good under my care. I am not rcfpeiled in the family, the fervants infult me, and my farther progrcfs in learning is flopped. I have often refolved to give up my place 5 but what will become of me, if I do ? 

Others
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Others will not enter into my -motives ; they will attribute n^ conduA to folly or ill temper; »Dd I Ihall be thrown upon the wide world without a friendi without money, and with a mind ill calculated to ftruggle with poverty and misfortunes. It has occurred to me» that« if you print this letter^ and Mr M« chance to fee k, it may produce ibme change in my fituation ; or, if it has no other cffcft. It may at leaf): ferve as a j unification of my 4iOndu£t in leaving his family. 

I am; 3cc. 

K. B. 

The cafe of Mr K. B. may perhaps be exaggerated ( but I fufpCiEl his fituation is not Altogether uncommon. Indeed, I have been often furprifed to fee men of excellent fenfc in every other particular, and fond of their children, fo inattentive to thofe who have the care of them. It fliould not, mcthinks,^ require much refiieAion to convince them, that there is a good deal of rcfpcft due to thofe on whom fo important a trufl:^ as the education
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of their children is devolved 5 it fhould require hut little obfervation to fatisfy thexn« that, unlefs the parents regard the tutor? it is impoflible the children can \ that, unlefs the inftrudtor be honoured, his precepts will be contemned. Even, independent of thofc confider^ions, fomething is due to a young maa of education and of learning, who, though his fituation may make it necefTary for him to receive a falary for his labours, may, from that learning which he has received, and that tafte which it has given him, have a mind as Independent as the wealthieft^ and as delicate as the higheft bom. 

But, while I venture to fuggeft thofe hints to fuch gentlemen as may be in a fituation to afford tutors for their children, 1 would recommend the perufal of, Mr B.'s letter to per-, fons in that condition from which

\be has fprung. I have of late remarked, with regret, in this country, a difpofition in many,, who, from their ftation and circumftances, ought to have been bred farmers or manufacturers, to become fcholars, and men of learned profeffions. Let fuch perfons and, their parents be affured, that, though there may be a few Angular inftances to the contrary, there

Vol. HI. L i«

-Digitized by Google

121 The M I r r o k. N^88. 

is no purfuit which requires a competency, in point of fortunei more than that of a pia'n of learning. A young man who has pot enough to make him eafy» and to bear the expebce xequifite for carrying on his education^ can Juardly be expelled to rife to any eminence* The meannefs of his fituation will humble and 4cprcfshim, and render him unfit for any thing elegant or great} or if this.fhould not ))e the cafe, there is much danger of his becoming a {frey to anxiety and chagrip, and perhaps paifing a negle£led and a miferabl^life. K. B. feems to

have fuffered much; he may .ftiil have much to fuffer; had he foilowcd his father's profeiOion, he might have been both liappy and ufeful. 

N'^fig.v

Digitized by Google

N°8p. TaESDAY, March 14. 178a* . 

To the Author of the Mirror. 

S I R, 

IW^s lately one of a pretty numerous company of both fexes, when a lady then going to be married was the fubjeft of convcrfaiion, and was mentioned* by a gentlemaa prcfent, as a very accomplijbed ivoman, to vhlch the company in general aflented. One lady remarked, flic bad often heard that phrafe made ufe of,. without being able pre* cifely to underftand what was meant by it; that fhe doubted not it was beftowed with pro

priety on Mifs ; but, as fhe was not of

her acquaintance, flie wifhcd to know, whether, when one was* faid to be an accomplifhcd woman, we were to underftand fuch accamplilhments as mufic, dancing, French, Sec. which a boardingfchool affords, or thofc higher attainments which the mind is fuppofed to acquire by reading and refleftion ? Reading and refleftion, repeated,, with an iro* L z nical
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nical fnecr, a very fine gentleman, who fat oppofite to her; I wonder how any one caa fill girls' heads with fuch ridiculous nonfenfc* I am fure I never faw a woman's learning have any other eflFeft than to make her conceited of hcrfelf, and a plague to her neighbours. •Were I to enter the Jbackles^ I have too much regard to my own eafe to

chufe a lady of r^fleElion \ and, had I any daughters, I fhould probably have plague enough with them, without their being readers. 

Another lady, Without taking the frhalleft notice of what the gentleman had faid, obfcrv^d, that fhe did not wonder young ladies were difcouraged from taking much pains in improving. their minds, as, whatever a girl's underftanding or mental accomplifliments might be, they wer6 ^ univerfally oeglefted, at leaft by the gentlemen } and the company of any fool, provided (he was handfome, preferred to theirs.—But, as this lady was rather homely, I durft not rely on her opinion.— An elderly gentleman then faid, he did not fee that reading could do a woman any harm, provided they confined themfslves to books fit for them, and did . not meddle with fubjefts they could not underftandj fuch as religion, and politics. As ta the
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the firft, he faid, that, if a woman went regularly to church, faid her prayers, read her Bible, and did as fhe was bid, he thought it all that was neceflary ; and as for politics, it wasa fubjeft far beyond the reach of any female capacity. This gentleman had a little before given a very circumAantial (and I am fure I thought a very tirefome) account of the me* thod of making votes for the next general eleftion, to which the company feemed to pay very little attention; and, if that was what he meant by politics^ he was certainly in the right \ for I acknowledge I did not underhand one word of it i nor did any of the ladies prefcnt,. as I afterwards found,, comprehend it morcthaa myfelf^

A young gentleman, whoj from his correft^ manner of fpeaking, I fuppofe, belonged to* the law, and who had hitherto liftened with great attention, then took upon him to be our fex's advocate, and was proceeding to fhow (in a very fenfible manner, as I thought) the little danger that was to be feared, and thegreat advantage that might be reaped from a young lady's appropriating a confiderable

part of her time to reading, provided her ftudies were ^properly direfted> when the arrival of L 3, " fome Digitized by Google
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fome ceremonious Vifitors put an end to the converfation'; and the company fat down to cards. 

When I came home, I could not help rcflefting, with a good deal of uneafinefs, on what I had heard. - For, if there is really no fuch thing as mental accomplifhment rendering a young lady more amiable, or, if reading is to be of no real fervice to U8» I have certainly employed a great part of my paft life to very little purpofe. I was brought up in the country, where reading was not only my greateft amufement, but I was always told> that, by that, and making proper reflections on what I read, I {hoyld become contented with myfclf, and be beloved and refpefted by all who knew me \ and, by thefe improvements alone, could hope to equal my iiAer» who is a great deal handibmer than I, but who could feldom be perfuaded to open a book. 

But the converfation above menjtioaed^ wbich happened, very foon after I came to town, has raifed many doubts in my mind, as to the real importance of my former fiudies. I have mentioned my uneaiinefs to Several of my female companions^, who are all (efpecial

1? 

Digitized by Google

N^gp. The M i it k a k. izj

ly iucli as are not handfome) very much interefted in it, and would be very happy to-fee a Mirror on this fnbjeft, though they were much furprifed at my courage in propoiing to write to you ; which, indeed, I

never could have done, had I been able to find any other way tb communicate my diftrefs*

If you think this letter worthy your attention> I intreat you to give us, as foon as pof* fible, your opinion as to what fort of acconw pliihments a young lady ought to be moft anxious to acquire, and whether there is not fome real advantage to be derived from reading I for, I would fain think the young gei>tleman was in the right, though I am forrj I have never feen him iince, to hear what he had further to fay on the fubje£t. 

But if, on the contrary, you convince mc^ that I either cannot, or need not aim at any mental accompliihments, I fhall lay by my book, and proceed to finifli fome ornamental pieces.of work, which have hitherto advanced very flowly, as I was always more folicitous to improve my mind, than to adorn my perfon* I am^ Sir, your conftant reader and admirer^

EMILIA*
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In doubts of fuch momenti I ain;cautipu« of giving an opinion, except, like Tome crafty lawyers, hj other doubts» In anfwer, therefore, to my fair correfpondent, I wilifubjoin* another letter from one of her gvyn fex, who> though of infei;ior rank, feems, in the latter part of her epiftle, to judge fenfibly enou^^ of perfonal and meatal accompliihments. 

To the Author o£ the Mirror*

Sir, 

1 Ani juft going to commence bufinefs as a: MilUn£r^ and am refolved to beftow more' than common pains in furnifhing out as ele-^

gant a fliopr-lift as poflible, being of opi« nion, that much of the

employment a fhopfaeper gets, is owing to the attraftion of a happy-fancified fign,. advertifemeht, or fliop bill. In executing this intention, I have met with feveral difGculties ; and, therefore, am induced to trouble you for a folution of rhem. A friend of mine, whom I confulted, (bccaufe, as he was often reading, I imagined him to be a wife and learned man), advifed me to look into a book called JohnforCs Dictionary^
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tionary^ which he faid would fpcll, explain^ and defci ibe to me, any thing I was at a lofs about. Accordingly, after foihe difficulty, I procured a fight of this book from a relation, who was acquainted with a bookfeller. But, as this fame Johnfon explains his words in a foreign language, I am as much at a lofs as ever \ becaufe I am totally ignorant what language It i^, and, therefore, cannot judge«

whether vfhkt he fays be fuch a defcription of my commodities, as will bring me cuftomers. Upon my looking, for inftance, at his explanation of net-work^ I find it to be, ** any ** thing reticulated or decuflated with inter" ftices betwixt the interfeftions.** Now, Mr Mirror, I beg the favout- of you to tell mc what language this is. You certainly can ca* fily do it, when you have obtained fuch a charafter in town for wifdom and learning. If it fhould be French, be fo good as tranflate it to me ; and, if it proves to be fuch a defcription as I think fuits the net-work I have on hand, I (hall moft gladly infert it in my bilk But, if it fhould turn out to be Latin, Greek, Hebrew, or Dutch, or any other Heathen language, I would ftot meddle with it for all the world i for no pcrfou Aen would come

ncac
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near my (hop. I am advifcd by all my friends to put as much French into my bills and adver^fements as poiBble ; and, indeed, I be'lievc the advice is good ; for I have a relation a Perruquier^ as he calls himfelf, who has told me, that he believed he owed almoft all his bufinefs (and a great deal he had) to an advertifcment in the newspapers interlarded with French words. It began thus ; for I copied it letter for letter, " Perruques jui dernier */ gout^ made to fit the head, avec une air bien ** ^^g^g^f to be had," &c. This wigmakcr informed me, that there was fcarcely a young beau in town who wore a wig that could reilft his advertifement. 

I fhould beg pardon for the freedom I am uiing, in thus taking up your time about a matter which muft appear fo trifling to you } but, if you are a benevolent man, (and fuch I have heard you are), it will readily occur to you, that, though my requeft appears of a trivial nature, yet it treats of an afl^air of very great cgnfequence to me* This conjideration has emboldened me to apply to you } and, if you take the trouble to give me your afliftance on this occafion, I promife you to take in your Mirror to my (hop for the amufc mcDt
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ment of ray cuftoraers; though, upon fecond thoughts, I am doubtful whether it may not rather hurt my bufinefs. A itiirror is a$ ne-* ceflary to a milliner's fhop, as the goods that arc in it 5 but then it muft be a mirror for the body. Now, yours is one for the mind j and my beft cuftomers, in all prob.abHily, will confift of a fet of ladies who feldom ot ne- * ver look into their minds at all: for thofc ladies,. Mr EIikRaR, •

>|rho dfecorate their perfons in the higheft extravagance of the fafhion, and who, of confequence, are the beft cuftomers to the milliners, are generally fuch, I am told, as have their minds word dreiTed and leaft ornamented. Beiides, the ladies generally find fomething in the bodily mirror which pleafes them; but your mental looking'glafs is one of fuch juft refleftion, that, if my ladies fhould view

themfelves in it, I am afraid they would be fo diflatisficd and difpleafed with feeing their minds fo unadorned as they really are, that they would go away in very bad humour, and without laying out a iixpence in ornaments for their perfons. 

I muft, therefore, before I venture upon this ftep, confider further of it, and have the opinion of my friends on the matter. I have ft
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a good mindj Sir, to confult yourfelf upon it. I think fo highly of you,. 

that I fcruplc not to abide by your determination. Be fo good, therefore, as to tell me in youranfwer, whether you think I ought to venture to take ki your Mirror to lie on my counter. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

LETITIA LAPPET. 

H^f^
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V^rum etiam amicum qui intuetur tanquam eX' emplar aliquod intuetur fui, ^iocirca et abfentes adfunt^ et egentes abundant^ et im-*

hecilks valenty et^ quod difficilius di^fu ejl^ mortui vivunt: t ant us eos honos^ memoria^ dejiderium profequitur amicorum. Ex quo z7lorum beata mors videtur^ horum vita lauda^ hilts. Cicero, 

** T Ipe,'' fays Sir IVilliam Templcy '* is like *' JLi wine \ who would drink it pure, muft ** not draw it to the dregs." Such, I confefs, has

ever been my opinion, although, in reckoning up the good things of this world, long life is commonly eftimated as one of its chief blcffings. 

I am ready to allow, that an old man, look* ing back op a well-fpent life, in which he finds nothing to regret, and nothing to be aihamed of, and waiting with dignity for that event which is to put a period to his exiftence, Is one of the moft venerable and rcfpeftable of VoL.IIL M all
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all objefls. The idea that he is foon to quit the bufy fcenes of life, throws a tendernefs around him fimilar to that we feel in bidding adieu to a friend who is to leave us for a long time. 

There is, however, fomething wonderfully unpleafant in the decay of the powers of mind and body, the neceflary confequence of extreme old age. To thofe around them, particularly to thofe with whom they are more nearly connefted, the imbecility which almofl: always attends perfons in a very advanced period of life, aflFords one of the moft affcfting fpeAacles that can well be conceived. It is a iituation truly interefting ; and, while it teaches us to make every allowance for the weakncfs of age, it difpofes us, by every attention, by every mark of obfervance, to fmooth the fieps of the aged, and to remove, as much as poffible, thofe clouds that hang on the evening of life. 

It muft, at the fame time, be admitted, that there are men who live to a very great age, in the full poffeffion of their faculties, and, what is ftill more, with all the affeAions of the mind

[alive and unabated. Yet, even where this is

the
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the cafe, I cannot, for my part, confider long life as an objeA much to be defired. 

There is one circumftance, which, with me, is alone fufficient to decide the queftion. If there be any thing that can compenfate the unavoidable evils with which this life is attended, and the numberlefs calamities to which mankind are fubjed):, it is the plcafures arifing from the lociety of thofe we love and efteem* Fricndftiip is the cordial of life. Without it, who would wifh to exift an hour ? But every one who arrives at extreme old age, muft make his account with furviving the greater part, perhaps the whole, of his friends. He muft fee them fall from him by degrees, while he is left alone, fingle and unfupported, like a leaflefs trunk, ex^pofed to every ftorm, and flirinking from every blaft, 

I have been led to thefe reflexions by a lofi^ I lately fuftained in the fudden and unlocked* for death of a friend, to whom, from my earlieft youth, I had been attached by every tie of the moft tender affeftion. 

Such was the confidencfe that fubfifted between us, that, in his bofom, I was won't to repofe every thought of my mind, and every weaknefs of my heart. Poffeflcd of excellent natural parts, and of eM

z very
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Tery accompliflimcnt education could beftow, he pleafed ftill more by the gentlenefs of his xnanners, and the uncommon fweetnefs of his di/pofition. 

It is not many months fince I paid him a vifit at his feat in a remote part of the kingdom. I found him engaged in cmBellifhing a place, of which I had often heard him talk with rapture, and the beauties of which I found his partiality had not exaggerated. He ihowed me all the improvements he had made, and pointed out thofe he meant to make. He told me all his fchemes, and all his projefts. And, while I livej, I muft ever retain a warm remembrance of the pleafure I then enjoyed in his ibciety. 

The day I meant to fet out on my return, h. >vas fcized with a flight indifpofition, which he fccmed to think fomewhat ferious; and, indeed, if he had a weaknefs, it confifted in ' rather too great anxiety with regard to his health I remained with him till he thought himfelf almoll; perfeftly recovered ; and, in order to avoid the unpleafant ceremony of taking leave, I refolved to fleal away early in *the morning, before any of the family fhould be aftir. About daybreak, I got up, and let niyfelf
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jnyfelf out. At the door I found an old and favourite dog of my friends, who immediately came and fawned upon me. He walked with me through the park. At the gate he flopped} and looked up wifhfully in my face \ and, though I do not well know how to account for it, I felt, at that moment when I parted with the faithful animal, a degree of tendernefs,. joined with a melancholy fo plea« fing, that I had no inclination to check it. In that frame of mind I walked on (for I had ordered my horfes to wait me at the £r{i fiage) till I reached the fummit of a hill, which 1 knew commanded the laft view I ihould have of the habitation of my friend. I turned to^ look back on the delightful fcene. As I looked, the idea of the owner came full into my mind; and, while I contemplated his many vir**tues and numberlefs amiable qualities, a fugge<» ftion arofe, if he fhould be cut off, what an ir-reparable lofs it would be to his family, to his> friends, and to fociety. In vain I endeavour* ed to combat this melancholy

foreboding, by reilefting on the uncommon vigour of hisconftitution, and the fair profpe£l it afforded of his enjoying many days. The impreffion Ml recurred, and it was feme confiderable M 3. tame Digitized by Google
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time before I had ftrength of mind fufficient to conquer it. 

I had not been long at home when I recci* ved accounts of his being attacked by a violent diftemper, and in a few days after I learned that it had put an end to his life. 

This blow, for a time, unmanned me quite. Even now, the chief confolation I find is m the fociety of a few chofen friends. Should they alfo be torn from me, the world would to me be as a defert; and, though I fhould ftiil endeavour to difchargc my duty in that {Ration which providence has afBgned me in life, I Ihould never ceafe to look forward, not without impatience, to thofe peaceful maniions where the weary are at reft, and where only we can hope to meet again whh thofc from whom we have been parted by the inexorable hand of death.. 

N^9i. 
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Non quia, Macenas, Lydorum, quidguid £•

tru/cos Incoluit finesy nemo generajior eft te; Nee quod avus iibi maiemus fuit afque pater-*

nus Olim qui tnagnis legionibus imperitdrint, Ut plerique 'foknfy nafo fufpendis adunco Ignotai. HoRr

IN eftimating the conduA of men^ we natn* rally take into account not only the merit or blame of their afUons^ abftraAedly confidered^

but alfo that portion of either which thofe aftions derive from the fituation of the perfons performing them. Befides the great moral laws by which every man is bound, particular ranks and circumftances have their peculiar obligations ; and he who attains eleva« tion of place or extent of fortune, increafes not only the pleafures he has to enjoy, but the duties he has to perform. This, however^ moralifts have always ^omplaiaed, is apt to
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to be forgotten j the great are ever ready ta cxercife power, and the rich to pufchafe pleafore ; but the firft are not always mindfut of benignity, nor the latter of beneficence. 

In the lighter duties of life, the fame rule takes place, and is, in the fame manner^ but little attended to. In thefe, indeed, it i& more liable to be difregarded from an idea of its un/importance. Yet, to the little and the poor,, the behaviour of the great or the rich is often as eflential as their conduft. There may be tyranny and injuftice.in the one as well as ia the other; n^y, I have known many men who could forgive the oppreffion of the powerful' and the encroachments of the wcahhy in more material inftances, who never could pardoa the haughtinefs of their demeanour, and thc^ faftidioufnefs of their air. 

It is ftrange,. mcthinks, that the defire of dcpreffing the humble, and overawing the moacft, fliould be fo common as it is among thofe on whom birth or ftation has conferred foperiority. One might wonder how it (hould ever happen, that people fhould prefer being, feared to being loved, to fpread around them the chilnefs of unfocial grandeur, rather than the warmth of reciprocal attachment.. Yet,, frgiBi
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from the pride of folly, or of education, wc find this is often the cafe; there is fcarce any one who cannot rccolleft inftances of perfons who feem to have exchanged all the pleafurcs of fociety, all intercourfe of the affeftions, for the cold pre-eminence of ftate and place. 

But, in the ideas of their power, it is proper to inform fuch perfons, they are frequently miftaken. It muft be on a mind very contemptible indeed, that mere greatnefs can have the effefts they are apt to afcribe to it. They cannot blaft with a frown or elevate with a fmile, from rank or ftation alone, without fome other qualities attending them. Tis with rank and ftation, as an acquaintance of mine, fomewhat of a cpxcomb, though a better thing from nature, obfcrved to me of drefs, " Every man,*' faid he, looking at himfdf in a mirror, " 

every man can put on a " fine coat; but it is not every man who can " 

wear one.'*

It is, by no means, fo eafy to do the honours of a high ftation as many who attain high ftations are apt to imagine. The importance of a man to himfelf is a feeling common to all i] to fettle with propriety the claims of others, as well as of ourfelves, requires na inconfiderable

Digitized by Google

142 The Mirror. N^ji. 

iaconCderable degree of difcernment; and the jealoufy of inferior ftations in this matter, will criticife with the utmoft nicety the determinations of their fuperiors. In proportion as the great claim refpeft or adulation, the fpirit of thofe beneath .them will commonly refufe it. We fee daily examples of men, who go on arrogating dignity, and procuring contempt j who meet with flights where they

demand rcfpedt, and are refufcd even the attention to which they are intitled, bccaufc they would impofe attention rather than receive it. 

But it is not always by haughtinefs of de« demeanour that people fhew themfelves mod haughty. There is a claim of fuperiority, amidft the condefcenfion of fome men infinitely more difgufting than the diftant dignity of ordinary pride. Somebody has called the part which the, inferiors of (uch people play, ** holding the lower end of familiarity." OrgiJius kcQ^s dipack of thpfe end-holders conftantly about him. He calls them by their names, as he does his hounds \ they open at his jefts, follow the fcent of every obfervation he makes, and run down every charafter he attacks. For all this he rewards them exaftly
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as Jie does his favourite dogs^ by allowing tliem to dirty his parlour, and feed at his table; and, like the mafter of many a pack^ he is defpifed by all his neighbours who have underftanding, and hated by all thofc who want it. 

Nothing is more difEcult than the art of a patron ; the power of patronifing is bat one ingredient in its compofition. A patron muft be able to read mankind, and, to.conciliate their affections j he muft be fo deferving of praife as to be independent of it; yet receive it as if he had no claim, and give it value v^here it is juft, by refifting adulation. 

He muft have that dignity of demeanour which may keep his place in the circle j yet that gentlenefs whict may not overpower the moft timid, or overawe the meaneft. If he patroiiift the arts, he muft know and feel them ; yet he muft fpeak to the learned as a learner, and often fubmit. the correftncfs of his tafte to the errors of genius. With fo many qualifications requifite for a patron, it is not wonderful that fo few (hould arife; or that the bunglers whom we fee attempt the part, ihould fo frequently make enemies by offices of friend

{hip. 
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fhip^ and purchafe a lampoon at the price of a panegyric. 

There is a fort of female patronage, of which I cannot forbear taking notice, though it be fomewhat out of place here. It is confidered as of little importance, though, I am apt to believe, its confequences are fometimes of a very ferious nature. In fomc great houfes. My-Lady^

as well as My-Lord, has a train of followers, who contend for that honour which her intimacy is held to confer, and emulate thofe manners which her rank and faQiion are fuppofed to fanftify. Let the humanity of fuch a patronefs lead her to bewai'e, left her patronage be fatal to her favourites. If the glare of grandeur, or the luxuries of wealth, deprive them of the relifh of fober enjoyments; if the eafc of fafhionable behaviour feduce them fi-om the fimplicity of purer manner?,* they will have dearly purchafed the friendfhip which they court, or the notice which they envy. Let fuch noble perfons confider, that to the young ladies they are pleafed to call their friends, thofe fober pleafures, thofe untainted manners, are to bte the fupport of celibacy, the dower of marriage^ the comfort and happinefs of a future

life. 
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life. It were cruel, indeed, if, by any idh fringement of tho£b manners, any contempt for thofe pleafures, (too cafily copied by their bfcriors), they fhould render the little tracH fient diftinfbions which they beftow in kind-^ nefs, a fource of lafting mifery to thofe who receive them. ' 

To the behaviour' of the rich, the above obfervations may apply; wealth, in a com* mercial country like ours* conferring, in a great meafure, the dignity of title or of birtlu There are, however^ fome

particular errors^ . into which the poffeflbrs of fuddenly-acquU Kd fortunes are apt to fall, that defeat the ends at which they aim, thac difguft where they meant to dazzle, and only create envy where they wiihed to excite admiration. When LucuUuSi at a dinner to which he has invited half a dozen of his old acquaintance^, fliowsi his

{ide*board loaded with plate, and brmgs in feven or eight laced fervants to wait at table, I do not reckon the dinner given, but fold. I am expe£ked to pay my reckoning as much as in a tavern ; only here I am to give; my admiration, and there my money ; and it Is certain, that many men, and fome very narrow ones too, will fooner part with the laft

Vol-III. N - thail
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'than with the fonEier. I have fometimcs feen a high-fpirited poor nran at LucitUus*s table, affronted by the produftion of Burgnn* Sy, and xcfufe Cframpaigme, beiaufe it had the lorachio of our landlord's fburfcore thoufand pounds on't> This was honeft, and Lucvllus had not much title to complain; but he knows not how often his Burgundy and Cfaampaigne are drunk by fellows^ who teH all the world, next day, of their former dinners with Jbim at a ihiHing ordinary, with fixpennyworth of punch, by way of regale, irpoti holi» days. 

There is an obligation to complacency, I had a:lmoft faid humiRty, of manners, which Ae acquifition of wealth or ftation lays on c^ very man, though it has often, efpecially on weak minds, a direftly-oppofite effeft* A certain degree of inattention, or even rudenefs, which, from an equal, we oiay eafily pardon, from a fuperior, becomes a ferious injury. When mj fchool-companion, Marcus^ was a plain fellow like myfelf, I could have waited him half an hour after the time of appointment, and laughed at his want of an apology when w€ met. But now that he is become a

great

Digitized by Google

N^9^* TiTE Mirror. 147

great maoi I cpuDt the minutes of my attendance with impatience ; and, when he fwag« gers up to his elbow-chair without an acknowledgemjent, I hate him for that arrogance which I think he affumes, and almoft hate myfelf for bearing it as I do. The truth is, 

'Marcus was born in the rank, but without the fenilbilities of a gentleman 5 a want, which no office in the ftate, no patent of dignity, can ever fupply. If the term were rightly un« derftood, I might confine my admonitions on the fubjeft of this paper to three words, •* Be ** 2, gentleman.^^ The. feelings of this character, which, in point of manners, is the moft refpeftable of any, will be as immediately hurt by the idea of giving uneafinefs by his own behaviour, as of fuffering uneaiinefs from the behaviour of another. 

N 2 No^ 92i
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LOOKING from the window of a houfe where I was vifiting fomc mornings ago, r obfervcd, on the oppofite fide of the ftrcer> a fignpoft, indicating a pcrfon to Kve thcrc^ by trade a Figure^maker. On remarking to a gentleman who flood near me, that this was a profeilion I did not recoiled having heard of before, my friend, whohas a knack of drawing obfervations from trifles, and, I muft confefs, is a little inclined to take things on their weak fide, replied, with a farcaftic fmile, that it was one of the moft common in life. While he fpoke, a fmart young man, who has lately fet up a very fliowy equipage, paflcd by in his carriage at a brifk trot, and bowed to me, who have the honour of a flight acquaintance with him, with that air of civil confe* quence which puts one in mind of the notice a man thinks himfelf ihtitled to^ *• That ** young gentleman," faid my friend, 

•* is a " Figure^maker^ and the chariot he drives in " ]» his Jign-poft^

You might trace the bre

" thrcn. 
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**thren of this irade through every ftrect,. ** fquare, and houie in town. Figure-ma* ** king is common to all ranks| ages, tem-^ *^ pers, and iituations : there are rich and** poor, extravagant and narrow, wife and " foolifh, witty and ridiculous, eloquent and ** filent, beautiful and ugly Figure-makers* la ** fbort, there is fcarce any body fuch a Qjf** pher from Nature, as not to form fome f^ preteniion&^to making a figure in fpite of " her.**

" The young man who bowed to you is aa^ •' extravagant Figure-maker, more remarkable •^from being fucceflbr to a narrow one I •*

knew his father well, and have often vifited. ** him, in the courfe of money-iranfaftions,, " at his office, as it was called, in the garret**

ftory of a dark airlefs houfe, where he fat,, •^ like the genius of lucre, brooding, in his *^ hole, over the wealth his parfimony had ac« " 

quired him, .The very ink with which he ** wrote was adulterated with water, and he " delayed mending his pen till the charaftera <' it formed were almoft illegible. Yet he too ** had great part of his enjoyment from the " opinion of others, and was notinfenfible tO' 'J

the pleafurcs of Figure-making. I have ofN 3. ten*

Digitized by Google

*5o . The M r r r a k. NPpr

♦* ten feen him in his thread-bare brown coat,» ** ftop on the ftreet to wait the pafEng of ** fome of his weU-drcffed debtors, that He **

might have the pleafurc of infulting them ^ with the mtimacy to which their fituations " intitled him j and I once knew him aftuaF^* ly lend

»large fum on terms lefs advanta** geous than it was his cuftom to ihfiff upon, •* merely becaufe it wa» a Peer who wanted •* to borrow, and that he had applied in vaiiXi ** tp two right honourable relations of hnv ** menfe fortune. 

** His fon has juft the feme defire of fhe^ ** ing his wealth that the father had ; but he •* takes a very different method of difplaying ^ it. 

Both, however,- difplay, not enjoy,. •« their wealth, and draw equal fatisfaftioiri " from the confequence derived from it in the ** opinion of others. The father kept guineas^ ♦^ in his coffers which he never ufed V the fonr ♦< changes, indeed'^ the fpecies oF property,, ^ but has jiift as littfe the power of ufing it. « He keeps horfes in. his ftable, miilreflfea iix. «* lodgings/ and fervants in livery^ to no bc^cr *<*

purpofe than his father did guineas. He ♦* gives dinners, at which he eats made difhes y that he detj^fls, and drinks Champaigpe ^nd

^[ Burguady, 
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•* BtiTgrmrfy, inftead of his old beverage of ^ port and punch, tiU he isiick, becaufethey ** are the diOies and drink of great and rich **

men. The Ton V fituation has the advantage " of twillancy, but the father'^ was more liko**ly ta be permanent; he was daily growmg " 

richer with the afpedt of poverty j his fon ** h daily growing poorer with the appear** ance of wealth.. 

*^ It is impoffible to enumerate the prankr ^ which the fudden acquifition of riches, joinr« •* ed to this defire of Figure^making, fets peopte " !i||)laying. There is. nothing fo abfurd or ^ extravagant, which riches^, in the hands of ** a weak man^ will not tempt him to commit •* from the mere idea of enjoying his money " in the way of exhibition^ Nay, thb wilT •* happen to perfons of whofe fenfe and dif«

" cretion the world had formerly a high opi•* nion, even where that opinion was a juft " one J for wealth often makes fools where ** it does not find them.**—My friend happen* ing to caft his eye towards me at that mo* xnent, difcovered a fmile on my countenance^ •* You are thinking now,'* faid he, " that *^ you and I could endure being left twenty or ^ (hirty thoufand pounds^ notwithAanding

*« the
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** the truth of my obfervation.^'—*^ It would •• f^il youf lefture, I replied ; but you may ** go on in the mean time."— He took the pinch of fnuff which my remark had flopped in its progrefs towards his nofe, and went cm " From this motive of Figure-making^'^ continued he, turning to the ladies of the companyi ** beauty puts on her airs, and

.\fit la* *' bours for a Bon-Mot, till thb iirft becomes ** ugly, and the latter tirefome. You may ^^ have frequently obfcrvcd Betfey Ogle, in a ** company of her ordinary acquaintance, look ** charmingly, becaufe fhe did not care how " {he looked, till the appearance of a gentle«^ man, with a fine coat or a title, has fet her «* a-tofiing her head, rolling her eyes, biting •* her lips, twifting her neck, and bringing ?* her whole figure to bear upon him, till the ^* expreflion of her countenance became per" feft folly, and her attitudes downright dif** tortion. In the fame way, our friend Ned •* Glibi (who has more wit than any man I *^ know, could he but learn the economy of ** it), when fome happy ftrokes of humour ** have given him credit with himfelf and the *^ company, will fet out full tilt, mimickingi •^

caricaturing, punniog, and fiory-telling, 

«tUl
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*«tift every body prefent wifhes him dumb, " abcPlooks grave in proportion as he laughs. 

" That wit and beauty fhouM be defirous of *' making a figure is not to be wondered at, " admiration being the very province they " contend for. That folly and uglinefs fhould " thruft thentfelves forward to public" notice, " might be matter of furprife, did we not rc" colfeft that their owners moft probaby think " themfelves witty and handfoqie. In thefe, " indeed, as in many other inftances, it un* ^* fortunately

happens, that people are ftrangc** ly bent upon making a figure in thofe very " departments where they have leaflr chance " of fucceeding. 

" But thei^e is a fpecies of animal, feveral " of whom muft have fallen under the notice " of every body prefent, which it is diflficult' " to clafs either among the witty or the fool** ifh, the clever or the dull, the wife or the ^' mad, who, of all others, have the greateft *' propenfity x.o figure-making. Nature feems ** to have made them up in hafte, and to have " put the different ingredients, above referred ** to, into their compofition at random. They '* are more common in fi^ch a place as this, ** than in a more extenfivc fphere, like fomc

. *• vermin, 
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*' vermin, that breed in ponds and rivulets, ** which a larger ftream or lake would de'* fti'oy. Our circle is juft large enough to ** give their talents room, and fmall enough ** to be ajfdfted by their exertion*

Here,. *• therefore, there is never wanting a junto ** of thwn of both fexes, who are liked or ha** ted, admired or dcfpifed, who make people ** laoigh, or fet them afleep, according to the ** ^Oiiop of the time, or the humour pf their ** audience, but who have always the fatisfec** tion of talking themfelves, and of being *^ talked of by others. With us, indeed, a *• very nioderate degree of genius is fufficient ** for this purpofe; in fmall focieties, folks *f arc fet agape by fmall circumftances. I *^ have known a lady here contrive to make a

•* figure for half the winter, on the ftrength ** of a plume of feathers, or the trimming of ** a petticoat; and a gentleman make fliift to <* be thought a fine -fellow, only by outdoing ** every body elfe in the thicknefs of his qu^ue^ ** or the height of his foretop. 

*• But people will not only make themfelves ** fools; I have known inftances of their be** coming knaves, or, at leaft, boafting of *• their being fo^ from this defire oi figure-

^ making. 
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** making. You £haU hear a fellow, who has " once got thecharafter of being a {harp man, *' tell things of himfelf, for which, if thej ** had been true, he dcferved to be hanged, '* merely becaufc his line of figure-making " lies in trick and chicane ; hence, too, pro* "cced allthofe hiftories of their own profll"gacy and vice, which fome young men of ** fpirit are perpetually relating, who are'wili" ing to * record them/elves villains,* rathef '^ than not be recorded at alL

" In the arts, as well as in the characters of ** men, this fame propenfity is produftive of " ftrange diforders. Hence proceed the bom** baft of poetry, the tumor of profe, the ga** rifh light of fome paintings, the unnatural " chiarojcuro of others 5 hence, in ciufic, the

" abfurd mixture of difcordant movements, and " the fqueak of high-ftrainefl cadences; in ** fliort, all thofe fins againft nature and fim" 

plicity, which artifts of inferior merit are " glad to praftife, in order to extort the no** tice of the public, and to make a figure, by ** furprife and ffngularity.'*

The accidental interruption of a new vifitor now Hopped the current of my friend's dif

courfe; 
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courfe; he had, indeed, begun to tire mok of the company J who were not all difpofed to liften quite fo long as he feemed inclined to ipeak. In truth, he had forgot that the very reproof he meant to give his neighbours^, applied pretty flrongly to himfelf, and that, though

he might fuppofe he was ledluring from the defire of reformation, he was, ia xeajjty,, haranguing in the fjpirit oi Jiguu-m^ king. 

I

N^93»
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N® 93. Tuesday, Manh 28. i*jZ^ Parva leva capiunt animos. Ovio. 

THat life confifts, in a great meafure, of trifling ^occurrences and little occu« pationSy there needs no uncommon fagacity or attention to difcover, Notwithftanding the importance we are apt to afcribe to the employments and the time, even of the grcateft and moft illuftrious, were we to trace fuch perfons to the end of their labours and the clofe of their purfuits, we fhould frequently difcover, that trifles were the folace of the one, and the purpofe of the other. Public bufinefs and political arrangement, are oftea only the conftrained employments to which accident or education has devoted their hours, while their willing moments are deflined, perhapS| to light amufements and to carelefs mirth. 

It is not, then, furprifing, that trifles fliould form the chief gratification of ordinary men, on whom the public has no claim, and indivi Vol. III. O duals
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duals have little dependence. But, of thofe trifles the nature will commonly mark the man, as much as circumftances of greater importance. A mind capable of high exertion or delicate fentiment, will (loop with a certain confcioufnefs of its defcent, that will not al-' 

low it to wanton into abfurdity, or fink into groflhefs. There is, in fliort, 

a difference, ^vhich fenfe and feeling will not eafily forget, between the little and the mean, the fimple and the rude, the playful and the foolifli. 

But the fureft mark of a weak mind is an affeftation of importance amidft the enjoyment of trifles, a buftle of ferious bufinefs amidft the mod infignificant concerns. The bringing forward of little things to the rank of great ones, is the true burlefque in ^charafter as well as in ftyle ; yet fuch- charaders are not uncommon, even among men who have acquired fome cflimation in the world. In this particular, the world is eafily deceived ; dullnefs may often ape folemnity, and arrogate importance, where brighter talents would have drawn but little regard; as objefts are magnified by mifl:s, and made awful by darknefs. 

Of a charafter of this fort I received, fome time

Digitized by Google

1^^93' The Mirro^. 159

time ago, the foliowiag ikecchy from a young ladf, who fometimes honours me with her correfpondence, whofc vivacity can give intcre(l to trifles^ and entertainment to abfurdity. 

Dear Sir, 

'XT'OU made me promife, on leaving town^ that I would write to you whenever th^ country afforded any thing worth writing about. The country, at prefent, merely a» country, prefents no landfcape but one undi£tingui(hed traA of fnow ^ vegetation i$ locked »p Jn froft, and we arc locked up within doors; but fomething might be traced within doors, had I a good pencil for the purpofc.—* Mine hoft, of whom you have heard a good deal, is no bad fubje£l: Suppole I make himh fit for his piAure. 

Believe me, he is not quite the fenfible intelligent man we were told he was,—So much the better; I like bddities — even now and then, in town ; ftlll better in the country j — -but in froft and fnow, and all the dreary confinement of winter,—Oh ! your battledore and Jbuttlecoch are a joke to them. 

You remember, a long while ago, (fo long, 

that I have forgot every part of the book but O ^ the
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the name), we read Nature dlfplayed together. Tou then told me of a certain Mr Leeuweri' hoeky I think you called him, whofe microfcope (hewed the circulation of frog's blood, the fcales of the fcales of fifties, the briftles of mites, and every other tiny thing in the world. 

Now, my worthy landlord, Mr G. R. has always fuch a glafs as LeewwenhoecVs in his noddle; every little thing is fo great to him, and. he does little things, and talks of little things, with an air of fuch importance !—but I hate definitions ; piftures are ten times better \ and now for a few Iketches of my wiXiter-quarters, and of the good man under whofe government I live. 

I difcovered, on my firft entry into his houfe, that evei'y thing was in exaft order, and every place inviolably appropriated to its refpeftive ufc. The gentlemen were to put their hats and fticks in one corner, and the ladies their clogs in another. The very day of my arrival, I heard the family-apothecary get a fevere rebuke for violating the chaftity of the clog-corner with his rattan. I have hitherto efcaped much cenfure on this fcore: Luckily I have attrafted the regard of Mr R/s youngeft fifter^ a grave, confideratc, orderly youngs
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young lady. I don't know how it is, but 1 have often got into favour with thofe grave ladies.—God knows, I little deferve it.—Mifi Sophia R. therefore keeps me right in many impoj^tant particulars, or covers my deviations with fome apology; or, if all won't do, I laugh, as is my way ; Mr R. calls me Rattleicull, fay* he (hall bring me into prder by and by, and there's an end on't. 

By that attention to trifles, for which, froia his earlieft daysi he was remarkable, Mr R. made himfelf commodious to feme perfons of confiderable influence, and procured many advantages, to which, neither from birth nor fortune, he was any wife intitled. He travelled in company with a gentleman of very high rank and diftinguiflied abilities, by whofc means he procured an introduftion to many eminent men in foreign countries; and, when he returned from abroad, was often in the ibcicty of the eminent men of our own. But his brain, poor man ! was like a gauze fearce,. it admitted nothing of any magnitude : A-midil great men and great things,, it took ia os*ly the duft that fell from them. 

He-was reading, in the news-papers, the o

iherlmprning, of the marriage of the Honour O 3. able
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able Mifs W to Sir H. S . <« Ah f*

faid he, " to think how time pafles I I re


** member her grandfiither Lord W welhj

*•* a gi'eat man, a very great man. We met at " Naples J and afterwards went to Ptinna togc** ther. I gave him the genuine receipt for *^ the Parmefan cheefe^ which I went purpofe•* ly to procure, while he was eiamining feme " ftatues and ancient manufcripts. We were " ever afterwards on the moft friendly foot*^ ing imaginable. I was with him a few ** mornings before the marriage of Lord C. 

«< W this very Mifs W 's father. I

** remember it well-,— it'was at breakfaft 5—I ** often breakfafted with him before he went ^ to the houfc i—he always cat buttered muf' 

** fins \ but when I was there, be ufed to op*< der dry toaft\ I always tzxdry tocft. — The ** bride was with us; I was intimately ac^ *^

quainted with her too 5 fhe let- me into ^ the whole fecret of the courfihip. Her fa** thcr*s principal inducement to the matcli,—

•* it was a long affair, — the B eftatc was

•' to be fettled on the young folks at the mar* <^ riage 5 —no, not all, 

— part of the B—

« eftate, with the manor in Lincoln (hire. •

^ But, as I was faying, we were, at breakfaft

*« at
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•* at Lord W——'s. His fon and the bride ** were by; Lord C. had velvet breeches, aod <' gold clocks to his flockings ; the quefiion **

was, whether this was proper ? I put it to ^ the bride; I made her blufh, I warrant you; " — fhe was a fine woman, a prodigious fine ^, woman.; fhe always ufed my wafh-ball; I " wrote out the receipt for her; it was given

•' me at Vienna by Count O ; a very great

*' man Count O——, and knew more of the *^ affairs of the empire than any man in Ger* ^ many.—From him I firft learned with ccr* *•

tainty^, that the Duchefs of Lorraineh two. ** fore-teeth were falfe ones. I remember he "had an old gray monkey. —Sifter Mary, ^ you have heard me tell the ftory of Count «i O *s monkey.*^—But here it pleafcdHeaven that William called his mafter put of the room, and favcd us from the Count and his ©Id gray monkey. 

This fuperficial knowledge of great men, and accidental acquaintance with fome of the vocables of ftate^buiinefs, has given him a confcquential fort of phrafeology, which be applies^ with all the gravity in the world, to the moft trifling occurrences. When he orders the chaife for his eldeft fifter, himfclf, 

and
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aad me, the white p^d iot. Sophy^ and the

old roan mare f<>r her attendant, he calls it

/^* r€gulating ihe order offhe procfiffion^'^ When jhe gives put the wine fipiti the cellar^ and the groceries from the (lore-room, (for he does

;boith 10 perfon), h^ tells us, he has been

.^^ granting the Supplies'^^ ^rhe acceptance, or offer of a vifit, he Jays before ** a lommittee of

:" the v)hcle koufe ;** and for -the killing of the

{2X OX this Chriftmas, he called the gentleiDen

-three fuoce/five mornings to " a grand council

'* if VJ(ir*^

It were well if all this were ooJy matter of amufement j but fon\e of us find it a fource of very ferious diftrefs. Your managing men are commonly plagues; but Mr R. manages

fo much to a hairVbrcadth, that he is a

dowmight torment to the other members of

his family. It was but yefterday we had the honour of a ceremonious vifit from fome great folks, as we think them, who c?mie lately

from your town to eat their mince-pies in the country. After a wonderful ringing of bells, calling of fervants, and trampling upon th^

flairs all mornintg, Mr R. qame down to

the drawing-room at a quarter before three, with all his ufual fiddle-faddleiitior^ but, as I thought. 
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thought, in very good humour. He had on his great-company wig, and his round fet fhoe-buckles. . The fervants had their liveries new white-baird, and the beft china was fet out, with the large filver falvers, and the embofled porter-cups on the fide-board. The covers were ftripped from the worked chairbottoms^ and his grandmother's little diced carpet was taken off the roller, and laid, like a patch, on the middle of the floor, the naked part of which was all fhining with beeswax. The company came at their hour \ the beef was roafted to a turn 5 dinner went on with all imaginable good order and ftupidity j fupper was equally regular and fleepy 5 in fliort, every thing leemcd quite as it Ihould be : Yet, next morning, I perceived foul weather in all the faces of the family 5 Mr R. and his filler fcarce fpoke to one another, and he talked, all the time of breakfaft, of female carckffhefs and inattention. Mi/s Sophia explained it to me when we were left alone. «« Oh ! do you know,'' iaid (he, '^ a fad af. *' fair Iiappened lafl night: My brother and " fifter had fuch a tifl You muft under" ftand, before the company arrived yefter" day, he had, as ufual, adjufted the ccrcmo

*«mal
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<' nial of their different apartments ; but he ** difcovered, on attending them to their ** rooms at night, that my fifter had put the ' 

gilt-china bottle and bafon into the caliico .^^ bed-chamber, and. the ordinary blue and '•^ white into the pink damajk.^—It is lucky this man h no guardian of mine \ were he to watch me as he does his flfters, and fee all the odds and ends about me.-^ But what has he to

-do to be a guardian. Yet Nature, perhaps, meant him for fomcthing, if fortune had allowed it 5 kc might have been excellently employed in a pin-Jbopy m ftickjog the rows ioa pin^paper. 

I fancy you harve got quite enough of my -landlord. You ufed to fay I was iht beft of -your philofophers, your Democritus iu petticoats. If I have an inch of philofophy about me, it is without my knowledge, I

aflure you j you ai-e welcome to it, however, fuch as it is. Other folks may give you what I have heard you call the great views of Nature and Life \ it is enough for me if I. can-enrich your colle^ioa with a paper oiinfeEls. Yours moft truly, 

C.F. V

N^04. 

Digitized by Google

N®94. Satdrdat, Jfriti. 1780. 

AMoNG the other privileges of an anonymous periodical author, is that of wri-* t«ng letters in praife of himfelf, which he is, now and then, obliged to infert on account of their merit, however ofFenfive they may be to Ws modefty. This fort of correfpondencc, which I fuppofe is a very pleafant one, I have not yet ventured to indulge in. 

The correfpondcnts whom 1 ha'^e "pe'rfonated, alw'ays talk of themfelves inftead of the Mirror j ^nd, ori the other hand, feveral of the papers I have received, are written in the perfon of the author, a charafter in which it were improper to praife him, and which, when afu' ^edy gives, perhaps, no great inclination to do ^t. Of thi* laftYort is the firft of two comn^unications to which I devote the paper of to-day ; the fecond, containing one of the ^ery few compliments which the Mirror has exhibited of itfelf, is a genuine letter from London, written by a gentleman in the very

fituation
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fituation the feelings of which he fo naturallj defcribes. 

\ T N my firft paper T took occaCon to mention a few particulars of my fituation and charafter, and my objeft in this publication. My

defign has been to afford an agreeable and innocent amufement; and, by laying before my readers thofe charaftersi was acquainted with, and which prcfentcd themfelves before mcj I had fome hopesj though I fliould not reclaim the completely Titious, that I might be able to guard the young and inexperienced, to alarm the inconfiderate, to confirm the wavering, and to point out, even to the worthy, fome of thofe errors and imperfeflions, from which, perhaps, the fineft minds are in the greateft danger of fuffcring. 

How far I have been able to afford any amufement, I will not take upon me to fay; but, I am forry to find, that many of the charafters which I have prcfented to the public, with a view to point out mens errors and dc

fefts, 

Digitized by Google

^^94- The Mirror. <6§

^e&s, have been confidercd as proper. objeAs of imkation,. anU -that fome 'of. myi rca<ic;ie -have To far miftaken.the pucpofi: I hs^d in

.pre•Tentiog fuch charaiflers, a$ to be flattei^ed hf thinking that themfelves bear fome refem*J^lance to them. 

When I made tny readers acquainted with ^tny friend Mr Fleetwood, I.nev^r tneant to rc^ commead that e^ceiUv^ delicacy ap4 f&He rcr -

finemem which often prttfvents him frotn; being h^pfty} on the

<;Qntrary;, my intention .wa% to point out the danger of thqit eatc/^ffive. re£nement, and to giiard fuch of my peaders a9 fhould be difpofed to indulge in it^ againfl its fatal confequences ; and yet I know a gentle^ man, who is fo dcfirous of being thought poffelled of

^eiicacy and Tcfinement, that, the other day, I faw him very much.pleafed when one of his friends tpld him he was a very Fleetxveod* tuckUy for him I know him to be poflefled of Fleetwood's good qualiiies, 5mhout his imperfeftions, I cannot fay fo much far his acquaintance C« D.; he is a peevifh difcontented creatupre^, ^q^i< iu his jremper, jealous of his friends, and, idiiiat^^d with every thing

about higi. JHe J^a» Of lftt« taken it into his head .to hQamAn^.t^^

Vol. ni. P thou|;li
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ichough he has not the leaft pretei)£oD8 to the icharader ;• and, while he indulges his own jvecvifhneft and chagrin, he flatters himfislf Vrith the thought that he is a Fleetwood, and :Rpologies for his bad temper, by caUing it the efFeA of hts delicacy and refinement of mind^ *rhough~l confefe my partiality for Fleetwood's ^ood qualities, yet, had I not known C. D. I could hardly have thought, that any oqe

^ould have been vain of his imperfections, wrho was not poflefled of any of his merits. 

When I introduced Mr Umpbr^inlle to my readers, I never meant to recommend that fecluOon from the world, and that abftraAion from the duties of life, which, with all the dignity of mind he is pofiefled of, have given occafion to his little oddities, and difqualified him for every aftive purpofe; and yet Ttm Meadov^s, who gave up the profeffion of the law, becaufe he was too idle to attend to it, and who has lately fold his commiffion in the ftrmyy, becaufe he would not undergo the fatigues of a foreign campaign, has thought proper to juftify his condu£V, by appealing to Mr XJmphravfllc's example, and pretends to fay, ihat he, forfooth, has too much pride of mm^f to ocicupy himfelf in applying the rules

4>f
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of bir to the uninterefting difputes of indivw doabj or to be engaged: iixailifting at a review, or lining the ftreets at a proceflkm. 

H. B.'^ letter^ in my 51ft number, defcribej^ the dangerous effe£te of giving too much cul* ture, and too* many accompliihments, and of foftening too much the mind of a young girl, who has to ftruggle with the difficulties of lifci and is not placed in fuch a fituation as* makes her independent of the world. It re* prefents, in a very feeling manner, the delicate diftrefs which thefe circumftances had occaiioned* I have lately, however, received a. letter from a correfpondent who>. from her language and ezpreffions, feems to be a greac readef in the circulating library. She fays,; &e -has lately^

fpent much of her time in fiun dying the Be/ks Lettrn\ that,^ of allthings^, Ihe wouht wi(h to be learned and aceom* pliflied^—that (he regrets that her fathei dkli not educate her better;.— that, of jdl the perfom &e ever read of,. Ihe would, wifli to ber like my correfpondent H. B.;^«*—that (he ien-^ vies her afflidion, for that <' 

affltSlion makep ^ part tf her dream of happinefi!*

The letter publiflied in' my 78th number^, gives an excellent dcfcription of the bad ef
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ja^ of that (too great. cafinefs of temper* whichieadis a man ioto folly and extcayagjioce^ and makes bimbe ruined.by havingrtoo many> friends. . My neighbour WilL Littlehit^ whole heart i$.ibiCOi]tra£kd> a&noito be fufceptibleof the fentiment of fri«»difaip> and who, far from being ia daiiger of being, preyed upon by his friends, mover admits a.gue£^.within his* houfe, fays, that tlie 7Sth i$ the only. 

good. paper, he has.feea^in.the 'Mi^^rob.,, .and that the.laft' 

para^aph in particular ihpuld bet pcinted Jn letters, iof gold, jco. ferv^

9$ a leilbn» of imitation for att the yotiog-m^n q(- thc.ager ' Tdie pijrticulars . above mentioned have, taught me how diffi(:ult is the attempt to in** ftruft OD: refocm,-*-Xhier^^ ijf no virquye which. i&: not nearly. cotme£tcd with fome vipe; —• tjierej's no-imperfeiaioa wiiich dp^s i^t bear. a«neai^reiemblanee ta fome excell€ncy*.T—. 

Andmankind, fond of indulging their f^^otH'lCe; paffion^. aad indinatiop^ inilead c^ diftinguKbingi endeavjpiuN to confound their

vices with tl^ir ^virtues \- inAe^d^ of fe^vHWi^ the, Hd from ,tbe good g^rain, th^y bind all; up to-». giether, and hug themfeives in the belief oS .liolding .only wha$ is valuable.. 

lb. 
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To the AVTHOK of the MfBTBfOR. 

S I R,. London, Marc/f'iji, 1780. 

T AM, though at this diftance,. 00c of your conftant readei*s, and mark with pleafure. not only the general good tcndeocy; of your' 

gapers, bm perceive alfo, that you draw your piAures of human nature from the only pure fountain,. Nature herfelf•

Youmuft know I am a natiye of Edinburgh^, where I pafled my youth, and received my e-ducation r but have b^n> long fettled in thia^

place. Some yjears-ago, I was impelled by a ^ very natural deilre to revifitmy native coun-* try, and I now fit down to communicate to you 1 the fenfationsi felt upon that occafion*

On my arrival inEdiaburghi.I will own^.. that what firft ftruck me-was the total <hange. of faces. Very few were left whom I knew' when a boy^ and thofe fo altered in their ap« pearance, fo much the fhadows only of what they once were, as could not fail to excitemany ferious refle^lions^ Hardly a flnglc houfe did I find inhabited by the fame perfonsy rieftinit; but every where a new race, ncw' jutnnersi and new modes of living. In iborr. 
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1 found myferf, in almoft every fenfe of the word, an litter flfran^eri EVen the improvemeats that l>adbeen njadc during my long ab*

fence difpleafed me. The corn-fields on the ibuth fide of the town were quite covered witH fubftanHai' houfe^ ; - Barefocfs parks', where I have- had ittany a: Retired'and plcafant walk^ cc/n^terted-into-a fpendid city^ and, m t^cold^ town,'many ruinous buildings, the fcen^sof forac of my youthful amufementSj.now re« built with equal folidity and elegance. 

Nor were thefe my only grievances; The removal" of the. (^rofr, of the N^t^r bow-port i and' df many other mcumbraQcigs, in fbort,. every ahcration, though evidently for the bct-^ ter,. that had taken- place fincc-my departure, more or lefs difpleafcd me. You will more eafily account than I can, how it eomes^io pafs that the human mind fhould be fo much kp againftall innovations of what nature foever. This may, perhaps, infenfibly arife from the pifture they exhibit of the mutability of every objeft before us, and a tacit intimation that we ourfelves are compofed ofithe feme changeable materials, and muft foon quit the fcene; 

I will acknowledge, however, that'I had' the iatisfftfUpa to £nd many places (bar did

jaot
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not hurt ihe by &ny'alteration or improve-menti Your wynd^ and-clcfes were nearly iqthe ftate I had left them ; and where, ia fome> j^arts of the flreets, you have got new pave— xnents, the good people who live at the fides of^ them take cafe-that there (baU bie no innova*' tion in.point of cleanlineis; \o\xs Theatre^ aaid Concert'HaJl zrc new buildings ;. but your jiffcmhJy-Room^ where people of the higheft' fiaihion reforc, is juil as .paltry, as ever* But,, as they dance therefor the. benefit of the/>o<?r, I fhall forbear any further remarks-on it.-—. ** Charttyycovereth a.multitude of fms^^

Tbe High-^School *, and its environs, I found unaltered, though the yards appeared to mc, to be much.diminiihed. in theiFrextent; The: College^ tooj, remained the faiae plain, meany. iinadorned building it was half a cestury-ago, and feemed^to me, after having feen the fplen-' did palaces oi. Oxford 2Lnd Cambridgej more homely than,ever. Though^ perhaps, inrlitejaature, as m religion, Sijter Peg confines her-*^ felf to fubftance, without inuch regard to ornament; yet, methinks, it is rather a reproach to the capital of our country, tbat^ - a

. * This fchool^ I usdeiilafidy h» been fioce rebuilt.. ^ _

midft
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midft all its improvementSy* this univerfitf, fa mtich celebrated over Europe for the ability q£ its I^ofeflTors^ aod the fuccefs with which; every branch of fcicnce is there cultivated,^. ftoulcLprefent to thecye of a ftranger, a fee of buildiags fo iaconvenient 9s ■ well as meant: The preftnr period is, perhaps, not very fa-vourable to expeniive public defigns ; but £ would have your readers, among whom, h hope, are included all the men of fortune and tafte in the kingdom, think of the ColUg$^ sn foon as- the preflure of* the times will admit. 

As an individual, from that regard to the honour of the land of my. 

nativity, which, I hope, will never be extinguifhed, I ihall willingly and nberally> contribute, whenever this? uecefiary work is determined upon. 

I will not tire you with my various oMcrvattons during feveral excurfions I made into difierent parts-of the country ; becaufe fomeof them mighty to your readers^ appear too* trite, and others, perhaps, too triviaL But Icamiot omit telling you^ that the fpirit of in* duAry, fo confpicuous in the various maau'* fia£tures<fe£ on foot of late years,. and in the improved face of the country, gave birth to many pleafing fenfations which are not eafily

defcribcdr. 

Digitized by Google

^^94^' T H E . M I R R o ». >77

defcribed. Ycx I was nojt much better pka-^ fed with fame of the fine buildiogs of the^ country than with thofe of the town. In many places 1- could not help regretting ther Gothic grandeur of ai>cient cafUes, difplaced. by modern (hewy edifices. Spme of thein owners, I fancy, are of my mind | for 1 was« informed that their fathers ufed to reiide at the manfions in. their former (late nine monthsi in. the year ; but that the pcefenf poi&irors of thofe e.legant. hopfes are fca^cely feen there ai< all. Nor could I refrain, as I pafled along^ from dropping ar tear over the ruins of our i^Ii^ious houfcs i which, however they might have been perverted from the original purpofes^ of their ere^ion^ I could* not help con* iidering as fplendid monuments of the piety, of our anceftors. Some of them I faw that had.ftill more tender ties upon my mind. I remembered having played^ when a boy, un«^ der arches, which time had fince mouldered a^ay^, with companions, the echo of whofe voices was ftill frefh in my memory, though they, alas! 

as well as thofe archc^5», were noir^ crumbled into duft ! 

Were I to go on, I find I ihould be in dan* ger. of growing^ too ferious. 

Recalling to rc-^

membranceL

Digitized by Google

fji The MiRftOR. N®94/

xnembran^d days lang paiV, and the juvenile focietj of thbfe who are now no morei is an awful Operation of the human mind; and| While it fpeaks loudfy the truth of St PauPs obfervation^ that * •* th^ fajhian ff this "world *^ pajfeth awayy^ imperceptibly leads to a train 6f thinking that might here be out of place, though it h neither unpleafing nor unfuttabk to the character of a rational beingf who hatk Ibeen taught

and accuftomed to cotifider bim* felf as an immortiil part of the creation^. 

I am^ &c#. 

N^9i^
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To the Author of the Mirror. 

Sir, 

AS you have, hy feveral of your publica. xtions, given proof that you do not think the occurrence^.of domeftic life unworthy your.attention»

I (hall, without further preface, addrefs you on a fubjeft full as defer*

vtng of it as any yet offered to your confider«ation. It is now above four years iince I be* came the wife of a gentleinan» my equal in rank and fortune ; and,'what was more material, of a difpofition and turn of mind every way faitable to mine* His eftate lies at a conGderable diftance from the capital; but, as it is fltuated in an-agreeable neighbourhood, and as we have both a tafte for reading, and Mr B. is not averfc to rural employments, wc fpent our time as happily as poffibie, till abost ^alfa year ago, that my'ill ftars dirofted me to renew my aoquaiintance with a young lad^, who had been my jcompaoion at fchool, and

vfhm
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who now came on a vifit to a relation who lived at no great diftaace from our hotife. 

Before I proceed in my ftory, I muft beg a csttidid confidcratldn of it.' 

From the introduction to the difagreeable part of it, you will te apt to imagine that I am one of thofe felftormentors juftly ridiculed by the ingenious author of the Jealous Wife. No fuch thing, •Mr MiRROK : my hvi^and*s attdntion to othcr women ncvef gave me the flighteft une*'finefs. Convinced of his attachment^ fatisfied with his treatment of «ie, I never cxpefted him ^d be blind to the charms of a beautiful

^oman, oi^4nfenfiWc of the merit of an agrsfie"ftble one ; nor had I the miftaken "policy of tnany wives, of never faffcring a tolerable fe»

tnale to enter my doors, or of courting the intimacy bf foove tall elderly inaiden, that I «night gain by; the comparifoa." ^o, 5ir! i depended whoHy upon my unremrtting attention to pleafeMrB. for the continuance of W$ attachment. Nor can I in the ieaft reproach tnyfetf with giving caufe for 'the abatement I too plainly pcrcei\'C in it.. . ;3nt to.iremm to-my ftory. I-was mech pfeafed at. feeing my old fchool-fellow : Wc had been parted many years^ and I found the wild
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wild lively romp improved into an elegant woman. She ftill, however, retained a good deal of the heedlefs manner that marked her ciildifli days; and, ^hou^h (he has an excellent underftanding, fhe never feemed to make ufeof it in the regulation of her conduft or behaviour. 

She exprefled herfelf much plea-' fed at finding me fo happily fettled : Mr B. appeared to her a moft amiable man, and my children (particularly my little Befs) flie faid were an.gels. Her attention to thcrp, I own, endeared her to m^ very much j though,, indeed, Mr Mirror, no one can help loving them, for they are charming children. 

Her good-humoured playful ways made the little creatures doat on her. At my return from walking, I have frequently found her on her knees on the floor, building card-hbufes for their entertainment. Mr B. 

has obferved to me, on thofe occafions, how amiable it was ia a young admired woman, who had fpcnt her life in the ufual round of folly and diflipation, to preferve fuch natural and right feelings. He

generally concluded his obfcrvations with faying, that he believed fhe would make a moft excellent wife. I, for a long time, agreed with him in opinion, and ufcd to tell Vol. m. Q_ her Digitized by VjOOQIC
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her before his face, the fine things Mr B. faid of hci\ She received them in a rattling goodhumoured way, infilling that her condiift in the married ftate would depend on her hufband's ^ for Ihe declared that fhe did not find in herfelf that exalted turn of mind to love virtue for its own fake, and fhe believed flie would make but an indifferent wife to half the men in the world. Such converfation generally produced an argument between her 4nd Mr B. which, as it was carried on with Tpirit and temper, had no other effcft than miking them ftill more pleafed with one another. If ftie found the argument growing ferious, fhe would call over the cTiildrcOj Jind, putting them on their father^s knee, dc* fire them to kifs him into good humour, which never failed having the cffeft; or, if flie faid a flippant thing to him, with which he feemed half ofifended, ihe ufed to take his hand, and fmile fo fweetly in his face, it was impoffible for him to continue difpleafed with her; and, generally, a kifs and a game of :billiards fealed their reconciliation. I own to you, I began not to relifli her behaviour; yet \t feemed fo unpremeditated, and fo perfe&Iy correfponding with h^r general charaderi that

I
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) did not know how to make her ienfible of the impropriety of it. I even doubted my own judgement of the matter. I had for fomc time lived fo much out^of the gay world, that I ' did not know but Marians very great freedom of manner might be the fafliionable behaviour of the people fhe bad been accuftomed to fee: if fot how was fhe to blame

? or why fhould I be uneafy, knowing her to be a woman of honour, furely incapable of fo bafe an a£lion as endeavouring to alienate my hufband's affection from me ? By fuch reafonings I ftrove to quell the firft emotions (jealous, if you will have them fo) that rofc in my breaft. 

Eutj alas, Mr Mirror, to what purpofe I I have every hour frefh caufe of uneafinefs. About a week ago> I went fuddenly into the parlour, and found Maria fitting on Mr B/s knee, hca' head leaning on his ihoulder: he looked ^ )ittle out of countenance ; but fhe was not ia the leaf]: diflre^ed at my appearance, but afked me, with her ufual good humour, what made me look fo grave ? then flapping Mr Br gently on the cheek, faid, ** It is your faulty " you harfh thing you ! when I knew her •* formerly, fhe ufed to be all life and fpirits/* He anfwered^

(coldly I thought), that it was Qjz bia

Digitized by Google

i24 The Mirror. N^pj. 

his wilh ever to fee me rn fpirits, and that he was forry he was not fo happy as to hit on a method to make me fo. I turned my head afide, to hide the ftarting tear. Maria, as if guejBGing at my emotion, put her arm about my neck, and, drawing round my averted face, faid, in a loud whifper, ** My dear, Mrs " B. how can you indulge fuch weaknefs?'* lyir B. fnatch\l up his hat, and left the room; I heard the word •« childi(h," as he fhut the door. I remember the time when he could not bear the lead: cloud on my looks, without tenderly inquiring the caufe j but now he feems often to forget that I am prefent, while Maria engrofles bis whole attention. I have been for fome days deprived of his company, and have fpent the time in reflefting ferioufly on my fituation. The more Iconfidcr it, the more it appears to me of a particular and diftrefling nature. I have at laft determined ta requeft: your opinion of it, and, through the channel of your paper, to give Maria a hint, tliatr to keep clear of the groflhefs of vice, is aot fufficient for the delicacy of the female charadter \ and that the womaa who, by aa alluring and refined coquetry, engages the thoughts and iatercfis the feelings of a mar«

ried
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ried man, is a more dangerousj and perhaps Bot a k(s criminal companion> than the avow* ed wanton who excites a ihort-lived paffion, foon extinguifhed by remorfe, and, if I may be allowed the

^xpreffion, fully compenfated for by the returning tendernefs of the repent* ing hufband. 

I am^^ &c*

E. B

To the iUTHOR o£ the Mirror. 

Mr Mirror, 

T Married, for love, a moft charming wo*? man, who has made me the happy fethcr of two very fine children : I have a thoufand a-year eftate, and enjoy a moft perfcft ftate of health 5 yet a Very flight and contemptible caufe wAs itear deftroying all thofe fair prpfpefls of happinefs, by interrupting the har-^ mony of a union founded on mutual likings and cemented by mutual eftecm. In your obfervations on the female world, you hav^ fu&red to cfcape your notice, a dangcrou*0^3 and
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aad m^ll: deftruftWc race, whofe hearts, hardcne'd by vanity, are equally impenetrable tothe fliafts of love and inftnlible of the charms of fritndfhip r yet the bufinefs of their lives is, to excite paffions ihey never mean to gratify, and fc*itiments' they ar€ incapable of returning. My dear Mrs B. unfortunately for us both, fome months ago, renewed an intimacy, formed in her childifli days, with one of thofe females. To Maria I was introduced as the hufband of her friend

^ as fuch> I was^ received by her, without rcferve, and Iboa treated with the moft flattering diftinftion. Maria poflcflcs all thofe powers of allurement which men for ever condemn, and can never withftand: She can aflume every fhape that 36 fitted to captivate the fenfes or delight the imagination, and can vary her appearance at pkafure. So confummate is her art, that onecould not, for an inftant, fufpeft her of any defign in her behaviour $ and even at this moment, that an accident has laid open her whole chara^er to me, I (hould not anfwer for my rcfolution, were flie to enter the room, and' fmillngly take my hand, fas \va» Jier frequent cuftom, with fuch a mixture of fweetnefs and tendcrnefs in her looks ! — I almoft fear I fliould
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llxould be weak enough to forget that my opinion of her is founded on the cleared proofsof her diilembling arts, and {land before her fclf-condemned, as the defamer of innocence and undefigning fimplicity. 

Luckily I am out of her reach : I left my own houfe immediately upon the difcovcry I made of the fair hypocrite's real dlfpoiition. I mean to fend for my dear -Mrs B. and with her pay a vifit to the capital, and there ufe ali my effijrts to make her amends for any unea^ finefs my foolifh infatuation may have givenher*i but firft I wiflied to make this public acknowledgement of it 5 and, as Maria de» ferves no mercy, I fhall Ihow her none, ex-^ cept concealing her family-name. 

For five months, Mr Mirror, the Proteus-like animal had found out a thoufand* different ways to charm me. Was I in fpifits^ ihe was all life and good humour ; when in a graver mood, I found her all fenfe and fe^ rioufnefe. If what I had been reading excited* in me a tender and not unpleaiing melancho* ly, the fympathetic tear ftood ready m her eye, A few days fince^ upon my reading toi her the ftory of La Roche^ fo beautifully tolcf i» your papers, £he wept, leaning upon my

Ihould^rj
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jtboulder^; and I own to you, Mr Mirror, ^s her tears fell upon the fineft boiom Nature aver forouedi while her white hand lightly prefled my arm, I thought I had never behekt fo interefting an objeA. Mrs B, came Aiddenly into the room i her grave cold manner i^as at the moment difagreeably contraAed toMarians animated feelings. For the firft time fince our marriagCi I thought I faw a change m Mrs B/s tem{>er9 ai^d that fhe was not the very amiable woman I took her for. She tx)ok amifs fomething I iaid, and I left the room in difguft. I ftroUed down a fhady walk that goes round part of my improvements: at the end cf it, I found Maria feated oa the graft, with one of my little girls on her lap. She rofe at my approach^ and> defiring the child to walk before us, took me under the arm, and, in the gentleft te^'ms, expoftu-. la ted with me on the abruptnefs of my man* jner. She had, ihe faid, after a vain attempt to footh her, left Mrs B. in tear^s. She acknowledged I had not given her very jferious caufe of. unea&nefs^ but that a man of my ienfe ihould make allowance for the trifling blemifhcs of a very good woman; addiagi. 

with a fmilc, ** My dear Mr B. we are none

« of
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> '* of us angels/'—I was puppy enough to be ready to exclaim, **

Upon my foul, you arc " one." — I contented myfelf with faying, •*

Whoever you marry, Maria, will have no " reafon to complain of your temper.** She blufhed, drew out her, handkerchief to cover her face with it, as if to conceal her emotions, but gave me fuch a look from below it! — A fervarit appeared to tell us that dinner waited, and we went into the houfe together. 

In the afternoon, one of my little girls came into the parlour, where I was fitting alone : " See what I found in the walk, Pappa 1" faid ihe, holding out a paper. I took it from the child, and feeing it was Marians hand, was about to go up ftairs to reft ore it to its owner^ when my own name, written in large characters, ftruck my eye. My'good manners were overpowered by the immediate impulfe of my curioflty; I opened the paper, and read what follows 5 it was part of an unfiniflied letter to a friend in town. 

** You alk what havock I have made a* " mong the beaux at » ? Alas

! my

*« dear Bell, you know but little of my fitus^.*< tion, when you talk of beaxix ; not a crea*^ turc one would allow to pick up one's fad

**^ wlthia
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^* within ten miles of us. Having nothing up** on my hands, I have ftruck up a fort of ^* fentimental Platonic flirtation with a Mr B. " who lives within a fmall diftancc of our *' houfe. I knew his wife at fchool, and fhc •* was one of the firft who vifited me upon ** my arrival here. 

Her violent praifes of her ** beloved gave me a fort of defire to fee him j *' and^ I own, I found him tolerable enough *' in his appstirance, and by no means deficient *' in underftanding, but vain of his flight pre<^ tendons to talents, and very fond of being ^^ thought profound. 

At the firft glance* ^< I faw into him, and could now twifl him ^* round my finger. It is very diverting to ^* obferve by what foolifh principles your men ** who think themfelves very wife are govern" ed* Flatter this man's vanity, and yovt 5* might lead him round the world. Now»

•« I know you will treat me, in return for my •* franknefs, with a lefture upon coquetry, ** married men, impropriety, and fo fordi. 5* Take ray advice, my dear Bell, and fave ** yourfelf the trouble} it would be all to no f' purpofe, A coquette I am, and a coquette *' I will remain to the laft day of the exiflencc *^ of my powers of plcafing." 

The
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The paper was there at an end. It raifed in me the ftrongeft indignation and contempt for the writer. And I felt fo afliamed of mj foWj, that I determined not to fee my dear Mrs B. until I had made fome atonement, hj fending you an account of my errors and re^

pentance. 

lam, &c. 

Noptf. 
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To the Author of the Mirror. 

Sir, 

I AM neither ugly, nor old, nor poor, nor neglefted; I have a clear confcience: nor have I fuffered any calamity by the inconftaney of lovers, or the death of relations. I am not unhappy. The world would laugh at mc if I fhould fay I were unhappy. But I am not happy. I will tell you my cafe : I confide in your feelings J for you feem to underftand, what few people underftand, that a perfon may be in eafy circumftances, have a clear confcience,* and enjoy fufBcient reputation, and yet be — no, I Vvill not fay, miferable,— but not happy; 

I am the only daughter of an eminent merrhant. My father made his own fortune; and a very good fortune he has made of it. He married my mother before his fituation was fo jcomfortable as it is at prefent. 

They arc neither of them niggardly. Having wherewithal
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withal to live, not only with eafe^ but with fome degree of fplendour, they chufe, as they iay, to enjoy the fruit of their labours. 

Ac4:ordingIy, ^^ live in a^i elegant houfe, have a handfome carriage, keep a good number of iervants, and' fee a great deal of company, You will eafily conceive, however, that the flicw attending my father's prefent fyftem of living, and the manners fuited to his prefent condition, do not juft agree with his former habits. But this does not fignify much. He Js a good-natured worthy man ; and they muft be very captious, indeed, who will not fuffer his merits to conceal his defefls. 

With regard to myfelf, my parents, haviqg iio other daughter, and intending to give mc a genteel portion, were determined I fhould have a good education. " For," faid my father, <« a young woman of fortune, and of ** an agreeable appe.:rance, muft go into com"pany. 

You and I, Bridget," addrefling timfelf to my mother, " fet out in life in a '* different manner. But Mary muft have c^* ducation." 

So they fent mc to a famoVis boardingfchool J and, in fo far as my improvement was concerned, they fpared no expence*—Sir, Vol. III. R I
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I fpeafc to you without rcfervc ; and I hope you will not think me too vain, if I tell yoo, that my education was no difficult matter. I tinderftand mufic ; and haH licde difficulty in acquiring the French and Italian languages. Indeed, the worthy perfon who had the charge of my education, was well calculated to promote my improvement. 

She was a woman of family, of fine education, exquifite tafte, great goodnefs of heart, and had fhown fpirit enough, on the decline of her

father^ fortune, rather than live a dependant on her relations, to procure an independent, and now fhe has rendered it a refpcftable livelihood for herfelf. In a word. Sir, I am what they call tolerably accompliflied; and you will think it ftrange, and I think it ftrange myfclf, that this fhould be the fource of my uncafiDefs, • , It is now fome time fince I returned to my father's houfe. When I came home, t was received with raptures. My father and mother adored me. They would refufe mc no«» thing. They ftrove to prevent my wifhes.— Good people I may Heaven grant them peace of mind, and long life tp enjoy the fortune they fo juftly defervc. -^ But why, Sir, did

they
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they make me, as they term it, fo very accom* plifhed ? They have made me a different crea« lure from themfelves. I am ape to fancy myfdf of a higher order,— Forgive my prefump* tion; and I am fure you will forgive me, when I tell you, I really wiih myfelf lower, indeed, Sir» and it grieves me to the foul, I am fometimes impatient of my parents* But I will not dwell upon this. 

I told you, we fee a great deal of Company ^ and all the people we iec are difpofcd to admire me. *' Mighty well," you will fay : " Give a young woman admiration, and what ** more can fhc wifh for ?"^ Sir, I wifh they loved me more, and admired me lefs. I am made to fing, and to play on the harpficord ; and, to oblige my father, am fometimes con« firained to repeat verfes : and all this to people who underftand no mufic> and know no other poetry than the Pfalms of David in metre. Indeed, till I became better acquainted with th«m> I found, that, even in our converfation^ there was a mutual mifapprehen£on ^ and that they were fometimes as. unintelligile to me as I was to them. I was not at all fupriied to hear them call fome

of Oixr acquaint* aaces-^ddimen i, but, when i heard them call R z our
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our neighbour John Stay tape ^ great man, f could not help a&ing what difcovcry he had made in arts or fciience, op what eminent fervice he had rendered his country ? I was told, in return^ that within thefe few years he had realized- a plumb. This phrafe was alfo new to me ; and I wiflied to have known fomething about the nature of fuch realization* Chufing, however, to-aik but one queftion at a time, I faid nothing j and foon learned, that, whatever fervices Mr Staytape might da his country, he had hitherto made no great ilifcovery in arts or fciences. ' I confefs, indeed, that at one time I fancied ihey might have fome little notion of books ^ and when I heard them fpeak about under* writersy I thought'It might perhaps be fome ludicrous term for the minor poets. 

So, when they fpoke about policies^ I fan' cied they were ufing the Scotch word for im* provements in gardening; and yentured to fay fomething in favour of clumps; " Clumps,** faid a gentkman who is a frequent vifitorat bur houfe, *♦ flic is to be laden with Norway *« fir." I found they were fpeaking about the good fliip Rebecca. 

A grave-lOoking man, who fat near me one

day
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day at dinner, (aid a good deal about the fal/, and of events that fhouM have happened before and after the fall. As he alfo fpoke a*

bout Providence^ and Salem,, and Ebenezer\. and as gi*eat deference was fiiown to every thing that he fald; and being, as I told you, a grave-looking man in a black coat, 1 was not fure but he might be fome learned theo* logian ; and imagined be was fpeaking about

Oriental anticyiities, and xht fall of Adam^ But I was ibon undeceived. 

The gentleman had liTed for fome time in Virginia ; by Providence he meant the town of that name in Rhodc'* yidnd\ and by the failj he meant^ not the fall' of our firft parents, for,, concerning them he had not the lead idea, but, as I fuppofe, the fail of the leaf *, for the word is ufed, it feems, in the American dialed for autumn*

In this fituationy Sir, what lliall I do ? By my boafted education, I have only unlearned the language and loft the manners of that fociety in which I am to live. —If you can put me on any method of biioging my friends up to me, or of letting myfclf down to them, you vill much oblige, 

- * Yours, &c. 

MARY MUSLIN. R 3 T(> 
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To the AuTHxxR of the Mirror. 

'Sir,. 

A S you are very fuccefsful iq delineatixig the tnanoers of modern times, it might add^ perhaps., to the cffeft of your piftures,. if you fometimes gave a view of former manners. The contraft would be agreeable;. and, if I may ufe the expreffion, would give a certain reiUf to your other delineations. I oflfer you a fmall fketch of an incident, fuppofed to have happened ia the times of our forefathers. I flatter myfelf you have no obje<Elion to it on account of its being in verfe. It is merely an outline $ yet, I hope, it is fo marked, as that concomitant circumftances, though not ex* preiTed, may readily be conceived. 

MONT ANUS. 

iTic MAURI AGE of EVAL. 

L

Loud from Jura's rocky fliore-, Heard ye the tum«kuous roar ?—

SoddcD
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Sudden from the bridal feaft^

By impetuous ire poflcfs*<J^

Fury flaChittg in their eyes, 

Kinfmen agatnft kinfmen rife:

And ifluing to the fetal field. 

Bend the bow, the falchion wield.—^»

From her eyry, with cUfmay^

The towVing eagle foars away^

The wild-decr from their dofe retreat. Start with terror and amaze, Down on the furious confliA gaze, 

The» to deep forcfts bend their nimble feet. 

n. 

Ah ! that recklefs fpeech fhould fire

Kinfmen with inhuman ire !—

Goaded by Tindiftive rage

Lo ! the martial clans engage. 

Now the feathered arrows ling j

Now the boffy targets ring. 

With rav'hing fwords the fudden foes^

Now in fierce encounter clofe. 

Lo ! the blade horrific gleams i

And now the purple torrent ftreams :

The torrent ftreams from Eval^s fide. Tinging, with his flowing gore The white foam on the fca-beat fhore. 

Ah I who will fuccour his affiled bride,? 

HI. 
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Lo ! fhe ffies with beadlong fpeed;, 

'* Bloodjr, bloody was the deed •^

Wild With piteous W'^ilf flie crks^

Treiles torn and ftpeamiag eyesr)^

*< lifCj OI gently lif( his^ head ;, 

•* Lay him on the bridal bed i

•* My kinfmctt I — cuiacl kiafinea ye ^

^ Th«fe your kindJkft deeds to me !*—

•* Yes, the day-cold bed prepare, 

*^ The willing, bride and bridegroom there

** Will taarry ; will for eter dwell.—-—

** Now, inhuman men, depart; 

** Go, triumph iii my broken* heart-.'rr: She faid, fhe figh'd, a breathlefs corfe fht fclL

K^97. 
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To the Author of the Mi&ror. 

S 1 R, 

YOuR correfpondient K; B; has well dc« fcribed the calamitous condition of aprh vate tutors without money or fciends. Pcr^ haps it will- affiDrd him fome confolation, ta hear of one who needlefsly entangled himfel£ in difficulties of a like nature. 

My father bred me to the ftudy of letters, and^ at hisdeath, left, me in pofleiSon of a for* tune, not fufficient to check my induftry in the purfuit of knowledge^ but more than fu& ficient toiecure mc from fervile dependence. 

Through, the intercft of his friends, I ohtalned an honourable and lucrative office;, but there were certain arrangements to be made, which delayed my. admiffion to it for a twelvemonth. While I was confidering in what way I might beft fill up this interval of life, an acquaintance of mine requefled, as.a particular favour^ that I would beftow the

year
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year which I could call mine^ in reading with the only fon of the rich Mr Flint. The conditions offered were uncommonly advantageouffi and fsch as indeed Mattered the vanity of a young man. 

For underftanding my ftory, it is fit that you (hould be informed of the characters of that family into which I was received with To many marks of favour and diftinAion. 

Rowland Flint, Efq; was borp of poor but honeft parents; they made a hard (hift to havr him inftrtifted in reading, and even in writing and arithmetic, and then they left bim to find his way throiigh the world a& he beft could. The young man, like a philofophcr, carried about with him all that was truly his own, his quill and his ink-holder; he attached himfelf to one of the fuhordtnate departments of the law, in which his drudgery was great and his profits fcanty. After having toiled for many years in this humble^ contented, and happy Tocation, he was fuddenly raifed to opulence by the death of an uncle. ' Tfn$

uncle went abroad! at a very early pc*nod of life, with the fixed refolution of acquiriiig a competency, and then of enjoying k at howes. But that cmpn^ncy^ wkicli filled

up
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up the meafure of the ambition of a bare Scotch lad, proved far (bore of the defircs of an emivent Foreign merchant. He imperceptibly became ** in eafy circumfiance&, well in the ** world, of great credit^

a man to be relied ^^ on, and to be advifed with, and even one ' 

fuperioT to all ihocks, calls, and runs." 

While engaged in making his fortune, he thought it needlefs to inquire after his poor Tciations, whom he could not affift i and, after he had made his fortune, he thot:^ht it equally needlefs, as he was to iee them fo fooa in Scotland. Yet, a multitude'of unforefeen obftacles retarded his return: Some new mortgage was to be fettled, fome companyconcerns to be wound op« or fome bottomry* account to be adjufted; a^nd thus, year glided along after year, till at le ngth, death fuprifed him at the age of three fcore and ten. 

Bufied in making money, he had never be* flowed a thought on providing an heir to it: that he left to the impartial determination of the laws of his country ^ and, dying inteftate, he was fucceeded by his nephew, Rcnuland Flint. 

This gentleman, on his becoming rich, difcovered himfdf to be eminently ikilled in the

fcieuce
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/cience of law, the ftudy, as he boafted, of •his earlier years; and this knowledge engaged ^im in three or four law-Aiits, which the <:ourt uniformlj determined againft him, with •cofts. 

But of every other fcicnce he honeftly aTowed his want of knowledge y and he did not even pretend to underftand painting or politics; but he had a mighty veneration fdr literature and its profeflbrs, and he was refolded to make his fon a great fcholar^ although it Jbouldjiand him in ten thwfand pounds Sterling. 

My pupil is in his fifteenth year, Thcf Jbad taken him^fi-om ichool before it was difcovered that his proficiency in literature did aot qualify him for college; and it became any talk to bring him forward, that is, to teach him what he ought to have known already. 

The youth is of a docile difpofition, and of moderate talents ; .his memory good^ and his application fuch as is generally to be found a« mong thofe who, having no particular incentives to ftudy, perform their taiks merely as taflts. 

- I have little to fay concerning his mother: her mind was wholly abforbed in the cod

emplatiofl
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-templation of her hufband's riches, and in the eve of her fon's health and her own. Baron Bieljield, an eminent German author, obferves^

thatj in our ifland, there is a difeafe called U catch'coldy of which the natives are exceedingly apprehenfive. Mrs Fiint lived under the perpetual terror of that difeafe. 

Being thus rendered iiicapable of the* adive duties of houfe-keepingy (he committed them to her brother. Captain Winter bottom, who, as he was wont to fay, *' could bear a hand at *' any thing.** But his chief excellence lay in the condud of the ftew-pan and the nation. He had long commanded a veiTel in the Baltit trade ; and it having been once employed as a tranfport in the fcrvice of government, he aCfe£ted to wear a cockade, and wifhed to have it undcrftood that he belonged to the navy. The captain had dealt occafionally in boroughs* politics, belonged to feveral refpedable clubs in London, and was one of the original members of the Robin-Hood focicty. 

The laft of the family that I fliall mention is Mifs Juliana IVinterbottom^ a maiden fitter of Mrs Flint. Her original name was Judith % but, when fhe arrived at the years of difcre Vol. III. S tion. 
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lioD, (he changed it to Juliana^ as being more genteel. 

Many years ago Lady — was advifed to pafe -a winter at Nice^ for recovery of her health) worn out by the vigils and diffipation of- a London winter ; and flie eafily prevailed on Mifs Juliana to go as her companion. The htat of the climat/, and the cold blafts from the Alps, foon completed what the corrupted ^ir of tgood company, and the damps from the Thames, had begun, and Lady — lived nor to re-fee her Bricifh phyficians. ..rMifs Juliana^ on her return home, paffed by the caftle of Fernay^ and got a peep of M» de P'cltciir^i in his furred cap and night-gown. At Pavis, ihe chanced to be in company with Count Buffon for half an hour; and fhe actually purchafed a volume of mufic written by the great Roujfeau himfelf. Having thus become acquainted with the foreign literati, (he commenced a fort of literata in her own pcrfon. She frequently advances tliofe opinions in hiftory, morals, and phyfics, which, as fhe imagines, are to be found in the writings t£ the French philofophers. But, whether through the habits of education, or through confcious ignorance, it muft be confeiTed, that

ihe
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Ae dogmatizes with diffidences and is a very ftammerer in infidelity.' 

Having feen Paris, and having picked up a good many French words in the courfc of her' travels, (he thinks that £he is authorifed, and,in fome fort, obliged to fpeak French. No-* thing can be more grotefque than her travelled language. When (he left Scotland, ** her. " 

fpeech," to ufe a phrafe of Lord Bacorif " was in the full dialeiSl: of her nation." At Nice ihe- converfcd with EngliQi and Iriih; and, by imitating the language of each, ihe has, 4n her pronupciation, completed the union of the three kingdoms. But ft III her own

country-language predominates ; for, during her refidence abroad, flie ha4 an oppor* tunity of preferving, and even of imprdviog it, by daily conferences with the houfe^maid,; who was born and educated in the county of Banf. 

In pronouncing French, flie blends the tone of all thofe dialefts: and her phrafcology is as Angular as her pronunciation ; for' Ilic faithfully trapflates every word from her ow« mother-tongue. An example of this prefent^ itfelf, which I fliall never forget. One day, addrcffing her difcourfc to me, fhe faid, ** y^
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**^ doute pas que vous av^z peruse les ouvraiges ** A Mongfccr le CounU de Bavffan; que uit •* charmang creature I il. met philofophes et di" vins />flr A-/ oreilles.*' That is, ** I doubt *' not that you have read the works of Count ** Buffon \ what a charming creature I he fets ** philofophers and divines by the cars." I anfwered her, that I had never read the works of that renowned author, but that I had read the Principia of Sir IJaac Nevxtmt* Why, indeed, replied fhe, Sir Ifaac may have been a man of better principlesy but afjbeurement the theories of the Count are wittier*

It is a happy circumQaxKe that Mifs JVintef'^ bottom did not make the grand touir. Had ihe vifited Italy, fhe would have proved as great an adept in ftatuary and in painting, as fhe is at prcfcnt in philofopy. 

But Mifs iVinterbot* torn cannot, in conference, talk of her having vifited Italy, while her travels were limited to the borders of Piedmont. 

I never heard her mention Italy but once, and then flie got no great encouragement to proceed in her remarks. At dinner flie fald, *• I remember that, in Italy, they have fomc«* thing very like our veal, which they call « viielh:' " Well, Sifter Juddy,'' cried Captain Digitized by Google
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tain fFinteriottom, •«* and why fliould they not^ •* for if vitello means veal in their lingo^ what ** elfe would you have the poor dfcyih call

"it?'' 

It was refolved to poftpone nay lefTons for a wliile, " that/' as Mr Flint exprei&d it, *« T " might come to know the ways of the houft': Mifs Jtdiana conftantly teafed me with quefiions about my plan for her nephew's educa* tion. To puzzle her a little, I faid, that, fome*

weeks hence, I propofed to teach him to make' ** nonfenfe verfes. •*

Mifericorde^^ cried fhe^' ** nonfenfe verf£Si^^ Is that part of the tf//quaitte ? 

*' Let the boy alone," added Captain Win-'terbottonif " when he is old enough to be in ** love, he will make nonfenfe verfes^ I warn't *' you, without any help of your's; ay, al^ though it fliould be on Mamma's dairy«< maid." Mr Flint laughed loud, and Mrs Flint faid gent»y, ** Oh

\ fy, brother.'* •

• Perceiving that, on ihisenccuiagement, the' 

captain was ubv.au to be mors \\^Itty, I recallej^' 

the conveiTatiou to nonfenfe verfes, cndca-*

voured to exphtm thi:Ir nature, and obferVed, S 3 that
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that their mala ufe was to Inftruft one ia the quantity of fyUablcs. 

*' Quantity of fyllaHes,** exclaimed the captain, *' there is modern education for you! " Boys have thfir heads lumbered with great **

quantities of Latin fyllables and words, whcft *^ they ihQuld be taught to underftand things^ ** to fpeak their own language rough and *' 

round, and fo cut 2l figure in parliament. " I remember WitL Fitzdriver

^ but he is ** gone ! Honeft JVilL knew no topgue ex** cept a little of his. owd> and yet he would ^* talk to you for an hour, and you would

**. have thought that he had fcarcely entered ** on the fubjeft at all. 

He never valued anj *^ of your ouilandifh lingoJi i^o'^ ^c l**

I faid, that, if my pupil were of an age to go into parliament, I fhould be apt to advife him to follow the precepts of Pjitkago^aSySini be filent for feven years. ** He muft have **- been a fure card, that Mr Pythagoras^'^ obferved the captain, •* and I do fuppofe that *[ he lived up to his own precepts ; for I ne«* ver heard of any fpeaker of that name; no,. *f nqt even in eommitteeSf People, to be •^ fure, ipay hold their tongues, and have a •^ flice of the great pudding 5 but this is not a
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*• time for your dumb fenators. No, wc muft" have bold, wcll-fpoken men, to tcH poor '^ Britannia, that (he is beggared, and bleed** ing^

and expiring, ay, and dead coo, for ** ought that fome folks care.**

He rounded this pathetical period with one of his beft oaths*

" Were all men: to make fpecches,**' ftid I^ " what time would there be left for doing bu* " finefs ? *• " Bufinefs," cried the captain^ " is not oratory bufinefs ? and why cannot " they fet to it, ivatch and watch^

as we do at*

Mrs Flint exprefled her hope, that I would not load her poor boy's memory, by making, him get a deal by heart. 

" When I firft got the 'multipltcation-table ** by heart,*' faid Mr Flint,, who generally falls, in the rear of converfation, " it was a plaguy *^

troubleibme job \ but now that I am mafter " of it, I don't perceive that it loads my mci*' raory at alL**

** Learned men have remarked^" faid MHV

Juliana^ *• that it is not the getting by heart

" that is ccnfurable, but the getting by rote,. 

" as one does one's catechifm.*' 

** There fhe goes, the travelled lady," cried the
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the captain; '* fhc muft always have a fling at ** her catechifou'' 

" Mr Winterhottom^ replied Mifs Juliana^ with exceeding . dignity, **

you. wrong me *' much. I am Aire that I fhould: be the laft ** woman alive to fay any thing, efpecially in *' mixed companies, to the difparagementof *' the religion of the ftate, which I have al•* ways confidered as the great fyeng [AVn] of « fociety." 

'* You have always confidered religion as **: great lying \ and who taught you that, fitter •* Juddy ? your god-fathers and your god<' 

mothers ! No, fure.'* ; Here I was laid under the necefllty of interpofing, and of afluring Captain Winterhnttmy that he miftook his fifter, and that flie had inadvertently ufed a French word to exprefs bcr own tdea^ ** that religion was the great tie of *' fociety." Perhaps 1 prevaricated a litde in my office of interpreter. 

*< Well, well," faid the captain, <* if her •* tongue was tied^ fociety would be no lofer." - To divert the ftorm. which feemed gathering! I fpoke of my purpofe to explain the tenth fatu-e of Juvenal^ a poem, for method, 

compofition, 
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compoiitioD^ and animated language, univer{My admired. 

" What does that Juvenal write about ? ** faid Mifs JuHana; ♦* I am not acquainted " with his works : was he a member of the " French academy ?^—" Perhaps,* replied I, fmiling, " he would be no favourite with you, ** Mifs Juliana ; he has been very fevcre upon **

the Roman ladies." 

" Ay, they were Papifts,** faid * Captain ** Winterbottom^ " and they are all wh——.** " Give me leave to tell you," cried Wits Juliana^ in a higher key, *^ when I was abroad, I had " the honour of being known to feveral ladies '* of the Roman perfuafion,. and they were **

perfons of the ftrifteft virtup." •[

** I fuppofe you aikcd them whether they " were wh——, and they faid they were not. " Poor fitter Juddy ! it is true, I never was *' in the gallies at Nice^ as you have been \ ** but I have touched at Mar/eilles, and have " laid clofe oflf the mole of Genoa, and that *' is farther than ever you travelled j and I ** fay they are all wh--—." 

How this wonderful controverfy would have ended, I know not j but happily we were called to coffee^ which feparated the combatants*

I
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I was now pretty well acquainted with the nuays of a houfe^ in which ignorance^ felf-conceit, and illiberality of fentiment and manners, had fixed their refidence. It was agreed| Uiat, on the Monday following, I ihould begin my lefibns. Appearances, I muft acknowledge, were not very favourable. My pupil had been generally prefcnt at the

converfations of which I have given you a fpecimen, and', indeed, they were not fuch as could either enlarge his mind, or improve his underftanding. I flattered myfelf, however,' that he would be left to profecutc his fiudies under my dircftion, and that every new acquifition in knowledge would increafe his love for letters. 

In what way our ftudies were conduced, will beft appear from a faithful journal of the progrefs which we made during the firft: we<;k. 

But of this hereafter. Meanwhile, I am, Sir, &c. 

HYPODIt)ASCALUS. 

N^pS. 
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To the Author of the Mirror. 

Sir, 

I Now fend you a faithful narrative of the progrefs of our ftudics in Mr Flinfs family, from Mondy morning to Saturday at bedtime, carefully diftinguifhing the proficiency made in each day. 

MONDAY. 

Mrs Flint had previoufly informed me, that her fon's conflitution did not agree with much ftudy before breakfaft, and that, whenever he read on an empty ftomach, he was apt to be difturbcd with uneafy yawnwgs; we therefore refolved that he ihould have a fliort Icffon (Xnly at eight in the morning, 

. After waiting in the parlour till within a quarter of nine, I learned from Mrs Flint, that her fon had been obferved 'to. turn himfelf twice or thrice during the night, and that

he
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he feemed to be threatened with a fort of Jiuffing and viheejing: and that, by way of prevention, fhe judged it beft to give him a liule fenna, and confine him to his chamber for a few hours *, but that, in the evening, we might profecute our ftudies without farther interruption. 

Accordingly, at fix, my pupil and I prepared to read the tenth fatire of Juvenal. After having explained t!0 him the general fcope and method of the fatirift, I began. 

Omnibus in terrh qua funt a Cadihus ufqut^ Auroram et Gangem. 

V

At that moment I heard a gentle tap at the door, and then entered Mifs Juliana and her fitter, with Mr Flint and the captain, a little behind, walking on tiptoe. " Tou muft par** don oyxvfsmelle curiofite^

faid Mifs Jul^naf «< we come to fee Jemmy take his firft leflbn ** from you. What have you got here ? I ^ fancy, from my knowledge of French, that *' I could pick out the meaning of fome part ** of it. Oh! I underftand; there is auroram^ f* docs noyt that mean, break of day ? 

" Que Vaurore

" Nous trouve encore. 
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*' I learned it in a French Chanfong a boar% •« What is that hoar fong^ demanded Captain Winterbottcm^ "bit a hunting one f** •* Oh

•* fy, no,'* faid Mifs JuViana^ " it is a drinking ** fong.** ** And vjho taught you drinking "** fongs," fifter Juddy ; •* did you learn them ^*

from your outlandish ladies of honour ?" A tremendous aflUuk on the knocker an* fiounced the approach of a perfon of quality. 

— *« The Counters of ^^ On this joyful news the ladies hurried to the drawing-room. Mrs Flint prcfcntly returned, *• I muft ^* make an apology,*' faid fhe, ** for thug **

interrupting the conrfe of my fon's ftudiesj ^ but the Coantefs has made a flying vific to ** tell me, that there is a meeting of young *^

people at her houfe this evening, and that

* there will be a dance and a little fuppcr, 

* and (heinfifts to have Jemmy oi the p^rty; •* but I would not engage, for any thing, ** without afking yom* leate, as you have the

•• whole charge of his education. There will ** be many rich folks, and many fine folks ; ** and there will be Mifs Pimdife^ the great " 

heirefs ; fhe has a vaft improveable eftate, " hard by the borough of Jyno^ and who can •* tell.*'—The good woman was bufy In Weaving the web of futurities, when I reminded

Vol. III. T her
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her that her fon had taken mediciDe that moi*ning» and that, poffibljr, he might catch cold. At another time» the mention of r^/^A cold would have awakened all her feelings; but, at prefcnt, Mrs Flint was elevated above the region of alarms. ** Never fear," faid fte, ** we are going to.a clofe warm houfe, '' without a breath of aiir in it. Come away^ *' Jemmyf and put on a pair of white filk '* (lockings as fafl: as you can \ the Countefs *' waits us." 

TUESDAY. 

My pupil had been kept out of bed To much beyond his ufual hour^

that he did not make i {lis appearance till after breakfaft. ** Chear **

up, my boy/' cried Mrs Flinty " you look 1 ** as if you had been dreaming all night of 1 •' your partner Mifs Punai/e .• -come^ let us **

take an airing, and refrefh ourfclves after «* the fatigues of the ball. 

Thefe late fittings '• don*t anfwer with my old bones. You fee, <« Mr

—, that I have been as good as my •* word, and that Jemmyy poor man, has caught '* no cold. You ihall go along with us oa ^' our airing j there is room for you in Mr

" Flint's
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^' Flint^s carriage and (ix, and you may talk " over your leflbns by the way ^ for you will " find the carriage quite eafy.** Nothing, indeed, could be more admirably calculated ta elude every jolt; and there wanted only folitude and independence to make it refemble a down-bed. ** We muft, firft of all, fliut out •* the common enemy, the eaft wind,** faid Mrs Flint, pulling up the glaflcs. The wca« thcr was warm, and Mrs Flint grew eloquent on the fund of knowledge (he had acquired the night before. She gave me tie catalogue and charaRer of the company: fhe dwelt moft on her fon^s looks and dancing. " A " 

gentleman at the Countcfs*s, who faid he " was lately come from Paris^ told mc, Jemmy '• was vaftly like the Count de Provencf^ the " 

King of France's brother* particularly in " the minuet i but remember^

Jemmy, that, ^' to be a great fcholar, is a much finer thing ^^ than to be a great dancer. I am fure, Mr

** , that my boy will profit by your in

** ftruAions t he has a charming memory,. '^ and he will take in his learning as faft a^ *' you can give it him; and I am fure that is **

faying a great deal 5 for, from all that I caii " difcover, Mr Flint could riot have beftowi. T 2 « ed
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" cd his money better.** — She was going onj but, alas, flattery vibrated faintly on my ear : we had got above pineapple heat, and I became fick and oppreiTed^ I a&ed leave to get out^ and walk home, as I felt myfelf not well. ** Oh, to be furc," laid fhe :. " 1 have knowa

•* people fick ia carriages for want of prac*' tice J don't he alarmed, Mr ■ : but

M here. Jemmy^ do you wrap this handkcr'* chief about your neck, before the coach^ ** door is opened." 

1 walked home in great fpiwts, animated by every gak around me j. 

and 1 forgot, for a while, .tha:t I was not my own mafter.. 

In the evening, my pupil caH>e to me dreffed out and powdered : " 

Mamma,*' faid ho IheepifhVy, ^^has made me engage to drink tea **

with Mifs Pwiaife^ my lift. nightV partQer* *• I don't much like her neither \ £or flic is ** pijtted with the fmall-pox, has a yeUow ikiD) " 

and a bleared eye \ aqd, befides, (he dances ** put of tirnc,—There was a Mifs with black •'hair"—Not inclining to become his coofif dent, I faid, <* Mafter/'//>2f, all engagements •* that canht kept with honour, mtf^ be kept j <^ and, therefore, you muji go." *« Nay,** faid iLe» ** ^hei:e is not any muft in the matter}

« for, 
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*^ for, I believe, the Mtfs with the black: Hair •* lives with tbeir Mifs Punaife. However, I ^* can do a* double talk to-morrow; and my ^

aunt is wont to fay, that a young man ought ^ not to be always at his books." He feemed ho have treafured up this precious apophthegm ki his memory. 

WEDNESDAY. 

My pupil was punihial to bis hour. But we had hardly feated ourfelves, when Captain Winterbottom arrived. " No leflbns to-day,!*

roared he ; " Thii is my Lady*s ivedding-day^ ^ and tberifore we keep holiday y and c<mtefor to. ** be merry*. Why, you young dog, if it had

'* not been for this day, you would either ^ have not been at all, or have been a ba** ftard/' It was indeed, a day of fcftivity and. idot. 

T H IT R S D A,.Y. 

All the fervants having dutifully got drunlc: over night, my pupil was not called, and fo he overflept himfelf. He came down to the parlour about eleven, and we refumed the fatal T 3. firft Digitized by Google
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firft line of the tenth fatire of Juvenal. •« The *• French mafVer is here,** faid a fcrvant. I begged that he might return in about an hour; but I' fbon learned that that was impoffiblc, without deranging the fyftcm of education m alt parts of the city. •* It is no great matter •* for an hour," faid Mifs Julia?m, •• yon •* have always mj^nephew at your command*, •* but poor Signor Bergamefca is much hur** riedj and his time is not his own." Signor •* Rergamefco^ cried I, •* is your French ma•* ftcr an Italian ?'* «« Yes," faid flie, " of a *' Noble family in the dominions of the Bog " of Venice, but a younger brother, wFth a f* fmall. patrimony, which he unfortunately •* con fumed en travailtant par V'Europe^ It *' was a fancy of my own; I thought that, *' 

after the Signor had taught my nephew ** French, he might teach him Italian alfo; ** for you know that it is a great lofs to «* change preceptors, and that young men *• who have not feen much of the world, arc ** fliy with ftrangers.**

The talk impofed on my pupil by S. Bergamefco occupied all his leifure till dinner-time j but I thought that I ihould have the abfolute command of the evening. I was beginDing to

read, 
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read, Omnilms in terris^ when a fervant faid*, " Here is the French maftcr.'* « What," " cried I, ** can S. BergamefcOy who is fo •* much hurried, affoed lo give two leflbns in *^ one day to the fame fcholar

?'* " It is an•* other Frcnth matter, whom they have got •* for me,**' 

faid my pupil, I applied to Mift Juliana for the explanation of this phanome^ non. ^* It was none of my advifing,*' faid flie J *' but my brother knew Mr O^CaHachan ** when linguift to Commodore FirebracCy and •* he wijhed to throw a good fob-in the poor />A **

low*! ivay ; thefe were his very words ; and ♦* fo Mr O^Cailachan came ta be employed: ♦* but, indeed, after rccolleftion, I thought ft " 

would anfwer well enough, as both matters ^< tanght by the fame grammar) and both of " them read TelemaeJ*

The linguift of Commodore Firebrace had jutt taken his leave, wlien a faiart young fellow burft into the room, with an air of much hurry and importance, •• What," cried I, •• more French matters ?'* ** Don't be alarm•* ed,'* faid Mrs Flinty who accompanied hiin 5 *• it is only the Frifeur^ who comes to put up *^ my boy's hair in papers. Pray don't aik me

•• vfhjf^
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•* nvhy^ for it is a great fecret y but you (hall ^ know it all io-nu>rrow:.'' 

FRIDAY. 

•* You muft know,** faid Mrs FRnt at breakfaft, '^ that 1 am affiired that Jemmy '^ •* very like the Count de Provence^ the King " of France^s own brother. Now Jemmy is •* fitting for his picture to

Martin \ and I •* thought it would be right to get the frifeur^ " whom you faw laft night, [he is juft arri** ved from Paris], to drcfs his hair like the *• Count de Provence^ that Mr Martin xm^i *< make the refemblance more complete. Jem* ** my has been under his hands fince fevcn ** o'clock — Oh, here he comes.** " Is it not «< charmang?^* exclaimed Mifs Juliana. ** I V wifti Mifs Punaife faw you," added ihe happy mother. My pupil, loft in the labyrinth of crofs curls,- feemed to look about for hlmfelf. ** What a powdered fheepVhead «* have we got here ?** cried Captain Winter* bottom.—

We all went to Mr Martinis to affift him in drawing Jemmyh pi^re. On our return^) Mrs Flint difcovered that her fon had got an inflammation in his right eye, by looking
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ing ftedfaftly on the painter. She ordered a poultice of bread and milk, and' put him to bed; fo there was no more talk of '^ Omnibut *^

in terris*^ for that evening.. 

SATURDAY. 

My pupil Game down to breakfaft in a complete fuit of black, with wccpersjj and a long mourning-cravat. The Count de Provence^

curls were, all demoliflied, and there remained not a veftige of powder on his hair. ** Bleft " me," cried I, ** what is the matter ?*' " 

Oh, *' nothing,'* faid Mrs Flint \ ** a relation o£ ** mine is to be interred at twelve, an3 Jemmyt •* has got a burial-letter. We ought to ac^* knowledge our friends on fuch melancholy ** occafions. I mean to fend Jemmy with the •^ coach and fix.. It will teach him how to bc«

have, himfelf in public places." 

At dinner, my pupil exprefled a vehement defire to goto the play. 

"There is to be •* ffarUquin Highlander^ and-the blowing up «*of the St Domingo man of war/* faid he \ <« it will be vaftly comical and curious." "Why, Jemmyj^ faid Mrs Flintt " fince ^« tl^s is Saturday, I fuppofc your tutor wilt

«« have
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** have no objeAton ; but be fure to put oa <« your great coat, and to take a chair in go** ming home.*' «« I thought,'* faid I» « that ** we might have made fome progreft at our •* books this evening." •*

Books on Satur" day afternoon," cried the whole company, ** It was never heard of." I yielded to conviction \ for, indeed, it would have beea tery unreafonable to expeA, that he who bad fpent the whole week in idlenefs, (bould be« gin to apply himfelf to bis fiudies on the evening of Saturday. 

I am^ Sir, &c. 

HYPODIDASCALUS. 

N^9^

n-i
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Juvat^ aut impelUt ad iram^ Aut ad humumt mcerore gravis deducit et angit*

HoR. *

CRITICISM, like every thing, elfe, is fub^ jeA to the prejudices of oar education or of our country. National prejudice, in** deed, is, of all deviations from juftice, the moft common, and themoft allo^vable^ it is a near, though perhaps an illegitimates relation of that patriotifm which has been ranked a« mong the firft virtues of charaders the moft eminent and illuftrious. To authors, however, of a rank fo ele^vated as to afpire to uni*! verfi^l fame, the paniality of their

countrymen has been fomctimes prejudicial i in proportion as they have 9inreafonably applauded, the cri« tics of other countries, from a very common fort of feeling, have unreafonably cenfured;. and there are few great writers, whom preju^ dice on either fide may not, from a partial view of theit" works, find fome ground for eftimating
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cftimating at a rate much abov€ or much below the (landard of juftice. 

No author, perhaps, ever cxifted, of whom opinion has been fo various as Shdkefpeare, Endowed with all the fublimity and fubje^ to all the irregularities of genius, his advocates have room for unbounded praife, and their opponents for frequent blame. His departure from all the common rules which critkifm, fomewhat arbttrarily, perhaps, has impofedy leaves no legal code by which the deciiion can be regulated 4 and, in the feelings of different readers, the fame pafTage may appear iiinple tjr mean, natural or prepofterous, may excite admiration, or create difguft. 

But it is not, I apprehend, from particular paflages or incidents that Shakefp€ar^ is to be judged. Though his admirers frequently contend for beauty in the moft diftorted of the former, and probability in the moft unaceountable of the latter; yet, it muft be owned, that, in both^ there are often grofs ilefefts, which crhicifm cannot juftify, though the fituation of the poet, and the times in which he v^rote, may eafily excufe. But we are to look for the fuperiority of Shakefpeare i%i the aftonifhing, and almoft fupernatural, powers
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pov^ers of his invention, his abfolate commaad over the paffions, and his wonderful, knowledge of Nature. Of the ftrufturc of his ftories, or the probability of his incidents, he is frequently carelefs; thefe he took, at random, frqm the legendary tale, or the extravagant romance

; but his intimate acquaintance with the human mind feldom or never forfakes him, and, amidft the mod fantaftic and improbable ficuations, the perfons of his drama fpeak in the language of the heart, and in the ftylc of their charafters. 

Of all the char?wkllers of Shakefpeariy that of Hamtei has been generally thought the moft difficult to be reduced to any fixed or fettled principle. With the ftrongeft purpofes of revenge, he is irrefolute and ina^ive; amidft the gloom of the deepeft melancholy, he is gay and jocular; and, while he is defcribed as a paffionate lover, he fcems iadiffercnt about the objedi of his afieftions. It may be worth while to inquire whether any leading idea can be found, upon which thefe apparent contradidlions may be reconciled, and a charafter fo pleafing in the clofet, and (o much applauded on the ftage, rendered as unambiguous in the general as it is ftriking in ' Vol. III. U detail. 

Digitized by Google

z^o The Mirror. N^^pp, 

detail. I will venture to lay before my readers feme obfervations on this fubjeA^ though with l^he diffidence due to a queftion of which the public has doubted* and much abler criucs have already written. 

The bails of Hamlefs charaAer feems to be an extreme fenfibility of mijid, apt to be ftrongly imprefied by its fituation, and overpowered by the feelings which that fituadon excites. Naturally of the moft virtuous and n)oft amiable difpoiitions, the circumftances in which he was placed unhinged tbofe prioi:iples of aiflion which, in another fituation, would have delighted mankind, and made himfelf happy. That kind of diftrefs which he fuffered was, beyond all others* calculated to produce this efie£t. His misfortunes were not the misfortunes of

accident, which, tho' they may overwhelm at firfV, the mind will foon call up refleflions to alleviate, and hopes to cheer j they were fuch as rcfleftion only ferves to irritate, fuch as rankle in the foul's tendered: part, her fenfe of virtue, and ktV ings of natural affeclion ; they arofe from an uncle's villany, a mother's guilt, a father's murder ! — Tct, amidft the gloom o£ melancholy> and the agitation of paffion, in which

bis
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his calamities involve him, there are occafiona! breakings-out of a mind, richly endowed by nature, and tultivated by education. We perceive gentlenefs in his demeanour, wit in his Gonverlation, tafte in his amufements, and wiiHom in his reflections. 

That Hamlefs charafter, thus formed by Nature, and thus modelled by fituation, is often variable and uncertain, 1 am not difpofed to deny. I will content myfelf with the fiippofition, that this is the vtry charaftef which Shakefpeare meant to allot him. Finding fuch a charafter in real life, of a perfon endowed with feelings fo delicate as to border on weaknefs, with fexifibility too exquifitc to allow of determined adiion, he has placed it where it could be beft exhibited, in fcenes of wonder, of terror, and of indignation, where its varying emotions might be moft ftrongly marked amidft the workings of imagination, and the war of the paffions. 

This is the very management of the character by which, above all others, we could be interefte4 in its behalf. Had Shakefpeare made Hamlet purfue his vengeance with a fteady determined purpofe, had he led him through difficulties arifing from accidental caufes, and U

% not
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not from the doubts and hefitation of his owa znlndy the anxiety of the fpeftator might have been highly raifed; but it would have been anxiety for the event, not for the perfon. As it is, we feel not only the virtues, but the weaknefles of Hamlety as our own; we fee a man who, in other circumftances, would have exercifed all the moral ai^

focial virtues^ one whom Nature had formed to be

" Th' Expeaancy and Rofc of the fair State, ■ " The Glafs of Fafiilon, and the Mold of Form, " Th' obfcrv'd of all Obfervers/

placed in a fltuation in which even the amiable qualities of his mind ferve but to aggravate his diftrcfs, and to perplex his condudl. Our compaiBon for the firft, and our anxiety for the latter, arc excited in the ftrongeft manner 5 and hence arifes that indefcribable charm in Hamlet which attrafts every reader and cvery fpeftator, which the more perfeft charafters of other tragedies never difpofe us to feel. 

The Orejles of the Greek poet, who, at his .firft appearance, lays down a plan of vengeance which he refolutely purfues, intcrcfts tas for the accomplifhment of bis purpofej

but
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but of him wc think only as the inOrument of that juftice which we wifh to overtake the murderers of .Agamemnon. We feel with ^reftes, (or rather with Sophocles^ for in fuch paflages we always hear the poet in his hero), that ** it is fit that fuch grofs infringements ** of the moral law fhould be puniihed with " death, in order to render wickednefs lefs *' frequent;" but when Horatio exclaims oa the death of his friend, 

" Now crack'd a noble heart I '*' 

wc forget the murder of the King, the villany of Claudiusf the guilt of Gertrude 5 our recol* leftion dwells only on the memory of that

*^fweet princey^ the delicacy of whofe feel* ings a milder planet ihould have ruled, whofe gentle virtues fhould have bloomed through a^ life of felicity and of ufefulnefs. 

Hamlet^ from the very opening of the piece, is delineated as one under the dominion of melancholy, whofe fpirits were overborn by V\s feelings. Grief for his father's death, and^ difpleafure at his mother's marriage, prey on Kis-mind, and he feems, with the weaknefs natural to fuch a difpofition, to yield to their U i controuU
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controul. He does not attempt to refift or combat thefe imprcffions, but is willing to fly from the conteft, though it were kite the grave i

" Oh ! that this too tao fblid flcfli would melt," 

Even after his father's ghoft has informe J hm of his murder, and commiffioned him to avenge it, we find him complaining of that fituation in which his fate had placed him. 

f* The time is out of joint; oh ! curfed fpiglit, ** That eVer 1 was born to fet it nght! **

And afterwards, in the perplexity of his condition, meditating oa the expediency of fuicide,. 

" To be, or not to be, that is the queftion." 

The account he gives of his own feelings to* Hozincratz and Cuilderifterni which is evidently fpoken in earncft, though fomewhat covered with the mift of his affefted diftraftion, is exaftly dcfcriptive of a mind full of that wca* rinefs of life which is charafteriftic of low fg^

ritsi
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** This goodly frame the earth, feems to me » " ftcril promontory,'*

&c»

And^ indeed, he exprersly delineates bis owa charaAer as of the kind above mentioned, vben, befitating on the evidence of his uncie'a villany^ be fays^

" The fplrft that I have {ecu

*^ May be the Devil, and the Devil hath power

" T'affumc a plcafing fliapc ; yea, and pcrhapai. 

•* Out of my njjeaknefs and my melancholy

" Abufes me to damn mc" 

This doubt of the grounds on which our purpo(e is founded, is as often the effefk, as the caufe of irrefolmioni which firft bcrfitates^ and then feeks out ah excufe foF its heiita« tion. 

It may, perhaps, be doing Siakefpeare no mjufiice to fuppofe, that he fometimes began a play, without having fixed in his mind, in any determined manner, the plan or eondu^ of his piece. The character of fome principal perfon of the drama might fir ike his imagination ftrongly in the opening fcenes; as he went on, this charaAer would continue to hnprefs itfdf on the condud as well as tho difcourfe
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difibourfe of that pcrfdn, and| it is po£b1e, might afFeA the £tu^tions and incidents, efpecially iti thofe romantic or legendary fubjeftsi^

Where hiftory did nOt confine Kim to certain unchangeable events'. 

In the ftory o£ Amlethi the fon of Horwondil, told by Saxo-'Grammati-' 

cus, from which the tragedy of Hamlet is taken, the young prince, who is to, revenge the death of his father, murdered by his uncle Fengay counterfeits madnefs, that he may be allowed to remain about the court in.fafety and without fufpicion. He never forgets his purpofed vengeance, and aAs with much m9re cunning towards its accompllfhment t]^an the Hamkt of Shakefpeare. But Shakefpearey wifhing toelevate the hero of hi^ tragedy, and at the f^me tim.^ to intereft the audience in his behalf, throws around him, from the begin* Qiagi the majefty of melancholy, along, with that fort of weaknje& and irrefolution which frequently attends it* The incident pf the Chojiy which is entirely the poet^s own, and not to be found in the Daniih legend, not onn ly produces the happieft ftagc-effeft, but is al* to of the greateft advantage in unfolding that charafter which is ftamped on the you^g prince at the opening of the play. In the communications
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communications of fuch a vifionary being, there is an uncertain kind of belief, and a dark unlimited horror, which are aptly fuitcd to difplay the wavering purpofe and varied emotions of a mind endowed with a delicacy of feeling that often fliakes its fortitude^ with feniibility that overpowers its ftrength. 

N« 100. 
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THE view of Hdtnleth charafter exhibited in my laft number, may, perhaps, ferve to explain a difEculty which has always occurred both to the reader and the fpeftator, on perceiving his madnefs, at one time, put on the appearance, not of fiftion, but of reality; a difficuky by which fome have been induced to fuppofe the diftraftion of the prince a ftrange unaccountable mixture, throughout, of real infanity and counterfeit diforder. 

The diftraftion of Hamlet^ however, is clearly affefted through the whole play, always fubjeft to the controul of his reafon, and fubfervient to the accomplifhment of his dcfigns. At the grave of Opheliay indeed, it exhibits fome temporary marks of a real diforder. 

His mind, fubjcA from Nature to all the weaknefi of fenfibility, agitated by the incidental misfortune of Ophelia's death, amidft the dark and permanent impreffion of his revenge, is thrown for a while off its poife, and, in the paroxyfm of the moment, breaks fordi into
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into that extravagant rhapfody which he ut« ters to Laertes. 

Counterfeited inadnefs» in a perfon of the charader I have afcribed to Hamlet^ could not be fo uniformly kept up as not to allow the reigning impreffions of his,mind to fhew them* felves in the midftof his affefted extravagance. It turned chiefly on his love to Ophe^ lia^

which he meant to hold forth as its great fubje£l \ but it frequently glanced on the wic« kednefs of his unclei his knowledge of which ic was certainly his bufinels to concealIn two of Shake/pearls tragedies are introduced, at the fame time, inftances of counterfeit madnefs and of real difiraflion. In both plays the fame diftindtion is obferved, and the falfe difcriminated from the true by fimilar appearances, hearh imagination conftantly runs on the ingratitude of his daughters, and the reiignation of his crown $ and Ophelia^ 2X,* ter (he has wafted the firft ebullience of her diftra^ion in fome wild and

incoherent fen* tet^ces, fixes on the death of her father for the fubjeft of her fong :

" They bore him barc-fac'd on* the bier

** And will be not come again, 

" And will he not come again \ '* &c. 

But
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But Edgar puts on a femblance as oppofite as may be to his real fituatioa and his ruling thoughts. He never ventures on any expreffion bordering on the fubjeAs of a father's cruehy or a fon's misfortune*

Hamlety in the fame manner, were he ^s firm in mind as Eigar^

would never hint any thing in his a^ded diforder, that might lead to a fufpicion of his having difcovered the viiiany of his -uncle; but his feeling, too powerful for his prudence, often breaks through that difguiic which it feems to have been his original, and ought to have continued his invariable purpofe to. maintain, till an opportunity fhould prefent itfelf of accomplifhing the revenge which he meditated. 

Of the reality of HamUtU love, doubts alfo have been fuggefted. But, if that delicacy of feeling, approaching to weaknefs, for which I contend, be allowed him, the afieAed abufe, which he fuffers at laft to grow into fcurrility, of his miftrefs, will, I think, be found not inconfiftent with the truth of his affeftion for her. Feeling its real force, and defigning to play the madman on that ground, he would naturally go as far from the reality as poffiWe. Had he not loved her at all, or flightly
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fiightly loved her, he might have kept up. fome appearance of paflion amjdll his feigned. Infanity $ but really loviog her, he would have been hprt by fuch. a refemj^Iance in the, counterfeit. We can bear a downright caricature of our friend much eaiier than an unfavourable likencfs. 

It muft be allowed, however,, that the mo* nientous fcenes in which he is afterwards 'en« gaged, feem to have tnoihered, itnotcxtin-. 

guiflied, the feelings of bis love. His total, forgetfulnefs of Ophelia fo foon after her death, cannot eafily be juftified. It is vain,, indeed, to attempt juftifying Shakefpeare lo^ fuch particulars. " Time^^ fays Dr Johnfon, ** ioiPd after him in vainJ^* He feems often to forget its rights, as well in the pro* grefs of the paflions, as in the bulinefs of the ftage. That change of feeling and of refolution which time only can effeft, he brings forth within the limits of a fingle fcene. Whether love is to be excited, or refentment allayed, guilt to be made penitent, or forrow chearful, the effect, is frequently produced in a fpace hardly fufEcient for words to expreft it. • ' _

It has been remarked, that our great poet Vol. III. X was Digitized by Google
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was not fo happy in the delineation of hve as of the other paffions. 

Were it not treafon againft the majefty of Shake/ptare^ one might obicrve, that/though he looked with a fort of inftin£tive perception into the reccflcsof Natwe, yet it was icnpoi&ble for him to poffefi a knowledge of the refinements of delicacy, or to catch in his piftures the nicer fhades of poliflied manners; and, without this knowledge, love can feldom be introduced on the ftage but with a degree of coarfcnefs which will offend an audience "of good taftc. This obfervation is not meant to extend to Shakefpeare^s tragic fcenes : in fituarions of deep diftrefs or violent emotion, tbe manners are loft in the paffions \ but if we examine his lovers in the lighter fcenes of

ordinary life> we fhall generally find them IrefpaiBng againtt the rules of decorum, and the feelings of delicacy. 'That gaiety and playfulnefs of deportment ^nd of converfation which Hamlet fometimcs hot only aflumesi but feems ai5lually difpofcd to, is, lapprehefid, no cTjntradiftion to the general tonC of melancholy in his charafter. That fort of melancholy which is the moft genuiae as well as the moft amiable of any, 

neither
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neither arifiag from natural fournefs of tem«* per, nor prompted by accidental chagrin, but the effe£t of delicate fenfibiiity, imprcfled with a fenfe of forrowi or a feeling of its own weaknefs, will, I believe, often be found indulging itfelf in a fportfulncfs of external behaviour, amidft the preflure of a fad, or cveja the anguiih of a broken heart. 

Slighter emotions afieA our ordinary difcourfc ; but deep diftrefs, fitting in the fecret gloom o£ the foul, cafts not its regard on the common occurrences of life, but fuSers them to trick them* felves out in the ufual garb of indifference, or of gaiety, according to the fafhion of the fociety around it, or the fituation in wliick they chance to arife. 

The melancholy mw f^els in himfclf (if I may be allowed the e3tprcffion) a fort of double perfoh } one, which, covered with the darknefs of its imagination, looks not forth into the world, nor takes any concern in vulgar objects or frivolous purfuits ^ another, which he lends, as it were, to ordtl^ary men, which can accommodate itfelf to their tempers and manners, and indulge^. Without feeling any degradation from the ia^ dulgence, a fmile with the chearful^ and a laugh, wilh the giddy. 

X z The
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The converfation of Hamlet with the GravrJigger fcems to me to be perfedlJy accoirnted for under-this fuppoiition ; and, inftead of feeling it counteraft the tragic effcft of the ftorjr, I never fee him in that fcene, without receiving, from his tranfient jefts with the down before him, an idea of the deepeft melancholy being rooted at his heart. The light point of view %n which he places (crious and important things, marks the power of that great imprePjlion, which fwallows up every thing elfe in his mind, whiclv makes Cafnr and Alexander fo indifferent to him, that he can trace their re* mains in the plaftcr of a cottage, or the ftopper of a beer-barrel. It is froni the fame turn of mind, which, from the elevation of Its forrow, looks down on the buftle of ambition, dnd the pride of fame, that he breaks forth into the reflcftion in the 4th aft, on the expedition of Fortinbras^. 

' It is with regret, as well as deference, that 1 accufe the judgement of Mr Garricky or the *tafte of his audience ; hutl cannot help thinks ing, that the cxclufion of the fcene of the 'Grave-diggerf in his alteration of the tragedy xd' Hamlet^ was not only a necdlefs, but an

« uanatural
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unnatural violence done to the work of hU favourite poet. 

Sbakefpeareh genius attended him in all hLr extravagancies^ In the licence he took of departing from the regularity of the drama, or in his ignorance of thofe critical rules which might have retrained him within it, there is this advantage, that it gives him an opportunity of delineating the paffions and affections of the human mind, as they exiil in reality, with all the various colourings which they receive in the mixed fcenes of life \ not as they arc accommodated, by the hand^of more artificial poets, to one great undivided impreffion^ or an uninterrupted chain of congenial events. It feems, therefore, prepofterous, tO' endeavour to regularize his plays, at the ex* pence of depriving them of this peculiar excellence, cfpccially as the

alteration can only produce a very partial and limited improvement, and can never bring his pieces to the fiandard of criticifm, or the form of the Artfiotelian drama* Within the bounds of a plcafure-garden, we may be allowed to fmooth^ our terraffes and trim our hedge-rows; but it were equally abfurd as imprafticable to* X 3 apply Digitized by Google
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^pply the minute labours of the roller and the fruning'knife to the noble irregularity of tracklefs mountains and rmpenetrable foreih^

TS? i«r* i
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S I Ry - . . 

IN books, whether moral or amufing, thereare no pafTages more captivating both tothe writer and the reader, than thofe delicate ftrokes of fentimental morality which refer our aftfons to the determination of feeling. In thefe the poet, the novel-writer, and the eflayift, have always delighted ^ you are not^ ^erefore, lingular for having dedicated for much of the Mirror to fentiment and fenfibility. I imagine, however. Sir, there is much danger' in pufliing thefe qualities too" far : the rules of our conduct fhould be founded on a bafis more folid, if they are to guide us through the various fituations of-life 5 but the young entiiufiaft of fentiment and feeling^ is apt to defpife thofe I'eflbns of vulgar virtue and prudence, which would confine the movements of a foul formed to regulate itfelf by mer impulfes. I fpeafc from experience, Mr

Mirror I. 
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Mirror j with what jufticc, you fhall judge, when you have heard the little fEitnily-hiftory I am going to relate. 

My niece, Emilia > was left te my

^are by a brother whom I dearly loved', ^whea flie was^ a girl of about ten y^ars aM. The beauty of her countenance, and the elegance of her figure, had already attraAed uoiverfal notice; as her mind opened^ it waa fbun^ not lefs worthy of admiration. To theiweeteA natural difpofitions» fhe united uncommon powers both of genius and of underftanding: thcfe I fpared no pains to cultivate and iidk prove \ and I think I fo far fucceeded,. tbat^ in her eighteenth year, Emilia was inferior to few women of her age, either in perfonal attraftions or in accompHQxments of the mind. My fond hopes (for fhe was a daughter to me^.. Mr Mirror) looked now for the reward of my labour, and I pifhired her future life as full of happincfs as of virtuCi

One feature of her-mind was firongly predominant; a certaia delicacy and finenefs of feeling, which fhe had inherited froix^fNatiire,. and which her eariieft.^ reading had tended to encourage and increafe. 

To this ftandardihe was apt to bring both^her own adions and the. 

anions
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afttons of others; and allowed more to its effefts, both in praife and blame, than wa« confiftent either with juftiee or expediency. I fometimeis endeavoured gently to combat thefe notions. She was not always logical, but fhc was always eloquent in their defence; and I found her more confirmed on their fide, the more I obliged her to be their advocate. I preferred, therefore, being filent oh the fub* je^t, 

trufting that a little more experience and knowledge of -the world would necefTarily ■weaken their influence*

At her age, and with her feelings, it is neceflary to have a friend: Emilia had found one at a very caily period. Harriet S . was the daughter of a neighbour of my bro* ther's, a few years older than my niece. Se*veral branches of their education the twoyoung ladies had received together ; in thefe the fuperiority lay much on the fide of Emilia^ Harriet was bo wife rema'rkabk for fineacfs of genius or quicfcnefs of parts ; but though her acquirements were moderate, fhe knew how to manage them to advantage 5 and there was often a certain avowal of her inferiority, which conciliated affeftion the more, as it did not <laim admiration. Her manners wei*«

foft
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(oft and winning) like thofe o£ Emilia^ her fen* timems as delicate and exalted} there feemed, however^ lefs of nature in both*

Emilia*^ attachment to this young lady I found every day increafe, till, at laft, it fo to* tally ingroffed her as rather to difpleafe me. When together, their attention was confined almoft entirely to each other ; or, what politeneis forced them to beftow upon others, they confidered as a tax which it was fair to elude as much as poffible. 

The worlds a term which they applied indifcriminately to alrooft every one but themtelros, they Teemed to fed as much pride as happinefs in being fecludcd from ) and its laws of prudence and propric* ty they held the invention of cold and fclfi£h minds^ infenfible to the delights of feel* ing, of fcntimcnt, and of friendlhip. Thefc ideas were, I believe, much ftrengtbened by a correrpondence that occupied moft of the hours (not many indeed) in which they were feparated. Againfl: this I ventured (o remonftrate, in a jocular manner, with Emilia i ft^

anfweted me in a ftrain fo ferious, as convinced me of the danger of

fo romantic an at^ tachmcnt. Our difcourfe on the fubjeft grew infeniibly warm: fimilU^ at laft, burft into tcai'Si
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t^ars; and I apologized for having, I knew not how, oficnded h^r. 

From that day fortb» diough I continued her advifer, I found I had ceafed to be her friend. 

That office was now HarrUfs alone ; the tie only wanted fome difficulty to rivet it defer, fome fecret to be intruded with, fome diftrefs to alleviate. Of this an opportunity foon after prefented itfelf. Harriet became enamoured of a young gentleman of the name of Marloiv, an officer of dragoons, who had come to the country on a vifit to her brother, With whom he had been acquainted at college^ As fhe inherited feveral thoufand pounds, in* dependent of her expe^ations from her fa<« ther, fuch a match was a very favourable one for a young man who pofleiled no revenue but his commiffion. But, for that very rea*« fon, the confent of the young lady's relations was not to be looked for. After fome time, therefore, of fecret and ardent attachment, t>f which my niece was the confident, the young folks married without it, and trufted to the common relentings of parental affeC* tion, to forgive a fault which could not be remedied. But the father of Harriet remained <iuite inexorable : nor was his refcntment foftened
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ibftened even by her hufband's leaving the army; a ftep, which, it.was hoped, might have mitigated' his anger,' as he had oft,en declared it principally to arife from his daughter's marrying a foldier*

After fome fruiilefs attempts to reinftate theinfelves in the old gentleman's affccHons, they took up their reiidence in a provincial town, in a diftant part of the kingdom ; where, as Harriet defcribed their fituation to Emilia^ they found every wifh gratified in the incrcafjng tendernefs of one another. Emilia^ foon after, went to fee them in their new abode: her defcription of their happinefs on her return, was warm to a degree of rapture. Her vifit was repeated on occafion of Harriets lying-in of her firft child. This incident was a new fourcc of delight to Ei/iilia^s friends, and of pleafure to her in their fociety. Harriet^ whofe recovery was flbvr, eafily prevailed on her to ftay till it was completed. She became ' a member of the family, and it was not without much regret on both fides, that ftie left, at the end of fix months, a houfe, from which, as ftie told me, the world l«^as fecluded, where fentiment regulated the conduA, and happi-? nefs rewarded it. All this while J was not

without
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without alarm, and could not conceal my un* eafinefs from Emilia ; I reprefented the fitua* tion in which h^r friend ftood, whom prudent people muil con fider as having, atleaft^ made a bold ftep, if not a folameable one.— I was anfwered rather angrily, by a warm rcmonftrance agaiaft the inhumanity of parents, tlie unfeelingnefs of age, and the injuftice of the world. 

That happineis which my niece had defer!"bed as the inmate of Harriett family, was not t>f long duration. Her huft)and, tired of th6

inadtive fcene into which his marriage had caft him, grew firft drfcontented at home, and then fought for that pleafure abroad which his own houfe could not afford him. His wife felt this change warmly, and could not reftrain herfelf from exprefling her feelings. Her complaints grew into reproaches, and ri^ vetted her hufband's diflike to her fociety, and his relifli for the fociety of others. Emilia, was^ as ufual, the confident of her friend's xiiftrefs; it was now increafed by a

lingering illnefs which had fucceeded the birth of her fecond girl. 

After informing me o^ thole difagreeable circtimftances in which her Harriet was fituated, Emilia told me fhe had Vol. III. Y formed
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Ibrmed the refolution of participating, at ieaft, if fhe could not alleviate her fric«d'« diftrefe, .by going dirc£lly to rcfide in her houfe. Though I had now loft the affeftionf of my niece, £he had not yet forced me into indifference for her. Againft this propofal I ^emonftrated in the ftrongeft manner. You will eafily g;ucfs my arguments ; but Emilia would not allow them any force* In vain I cirged the ties of duty, of prudence, and of ^haraAer. They only produced an eulogiom on generoCty, on friendfcip, and on fentimcnt. I could not fo far command my temper as to forbear feme oWcrvations, which my niece hiterpvetcd into refleftions upon her Harriet. She grew warm on the fubjcft ; my affeftion for her would not fuffer me to be cool. At laft, in the enthufi.afm of her friendfhip, ihe told me_I had cancelled every bond of relationfliip between us j that (he wouldinftantly leave my houfe, and return to it no more. She left it accordingly, and fet out for Hat' fiefs that very evenings

There, as I learned, flie found that ladyio a fituation truly deplorable : Her health declined, her hufband cruel, and the fornjne &e had bropgbt him wafied among his com

panioQi
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panions at the tavern and the gaming-table* The laft calamity the fortune of Emilia enabled her to relieve j but the two firft flie couli not

cure, and her friend was faft finking un« der them. She was at laft feized with a dif^ order which her weak frame was unable ta refift, and which, her phyficians informed -ffmiJia, would foon put a period to her lif0»^ This intelligence flie communicated to the hufband in a tnnnner fuited to wiping his heart for the treatment he had given his wife. Iff effeft, Marlow was touched with that remorfe which the confequences of profligate folly wilt fomecimes produce in men more weak thai> wicked. Ke too bad been in ufe to talk ol feeling and of fentiment. He was willing to be impelled by the paffionsi though not re* ftrained by the principles af virtue, and to tafte the pleafures of vice while he thought he abhorred its depravity. His converfioi^ was now as violent as fudden» Emilia beiieyfed it fincere, becaufe confidence was natural to her, and the cffefts of fuddcn emotion her favourite fyftem. By her means a thorough reunion took place between Mr and Mrs Marlow y and the l]^ort while the latter fur**

itived was pafied in that luxury of reconcileY X menc Digitized by VjOOQIC

i

256 The M'f r r o &• N^iol^. 

mcnt which more than reinftates the injurer in our affeftion. Harriet died in the arms of her hulband 5 and, by a folcmn adjuration, left to Emilia the comfort of him, and the care of her children. 

.There is in th« communion of forrow on« of the ftrongeft of aU

connedlions \ and the charge which Emilia had received fi'ora her dying friend of her daughters, neceflarily produced the freeft and moft frequent intercourfe with their father. Debts which his former courfe of Ufe had obliged him to contraA, he was unable to p^y^; and the demands of his creditors were the moi^ peremptory, as, by the death of his wife, the hopes of any pecuBiary afliftance from her father were cut oflfl In the extremity of this diftrofs, he commu^

Bleated it to Rtnilm, Her gcnferodty relieved him from the embarraffment, and gave him that further tie which is formed by the grati* tude of thofe we oblige. Meanwhile, from the exertions of that

generofity^ fhe fuffercd coniiderable inconvenience. The world was loud, and fometimes fcurrilousj in its cenfurd of her conduA. I tried, once more, by a letId? written with all tie art^I was maftcr of, ta

^cat
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recal her from the labyrinth in which thi^ falfe fort bf virtue had involwd her. My endeavours were vain. I found that fentiment^ Kke religion, had its fuperflition and its martyrdom. Every hard (hip flic fulFercd flie ac-^ counted a trial, every cenfure fhe endured (he confidered as a teftimony of her virtue, At^ laft, my poor deluded niece was fo entangled in- the toils which her own imagination and

«he art of Marlow had fpread for her, that file gave to the dying charge of Harriet the fomantic interpretation of becoming the wife of her widower, and the mother of her children. My heart bleeds, Mr Mirror, while I forefee the confeq,uences 1 She will be wretched, with feelings ill accommodated ta her wretcbednefsb Her fenfibility will aggx'a« 'vate that ruin to which it has led her, and the world will not even affbrd their pity to diftreiTes which the prudent may blame, and the felfiftx will deride. 

Let me warn, at leaft, where I cannot remedy. Tell your readers this ftory, Sir. Teli them there are bounds beyond which virtuous feelings ceafe to be virtue ; that the deciiions of fentiment are fubje£t to the controul of Y 3 prudence^
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prudencC) and the ties of frieadfhipt fubordjK Udic to the obligations of duty*

I ami Sec. 

kKQNTIUS. 

SP'I02. 
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To the Author of the Mirror-. 

S I K, 

YO U have already obferved how difficult it i^ to reduce the fcience of manners to general denominations, and -have (hown how liable to mifapplication are fome of the terms which are ufcd in it. To your infiances of man of fajbion and good company^ you wiU give me leave to add another, of which, I think, the perverfion is neither lefs common nor lefs dangerous : I mean the term applied to a certain fpecies of chara^ler^ which wc didinguilh by the appellation of a man (f fpi^ rit. 

Lord Cheftcrfield fays fome where, that, to ipeak and a6l with fpirit, is to fpeak rudely and a£t fooliflily ;. and his Lordihip's definU tion is frequently right* At the fame time^ SPIRIT may be, and certainly is, often applied to that line of conduct and fentiment that dCf lerves it: A perfon of virtue^ dignity, and / prudence. 
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prudence, is, with much propriety, denominated a " MAN OF SPIRIT

\^ but, by the abufe I complain of, ** man of fpirit** is* for the sioft partj very differently applied. 

In the various departments of bufinefs, the term fpirit is frequently applied to unprofitable projei^s and vifionary fpeculations. Let

* a man be bold enough to rilk his own fortune, and the fortunes of other people, upon: fthemes brilliant but improbable ; let him go on, languine amidft repeated lofies, and dreaming of wealth till he wakes in bankr^uptcy ; and it is ten to one, that, after he fail%. the world will give a^ fort of fame to his folly, and hold him up to future truft and patron* age, under the title of an unfortunate pan (^ fpirit. 

But tbefe ape not the moft glaring inflances of the monftrous,^erverfion of thk character v the airy adventurer, or the magnificent but ruined ppoje£lor, may both be men of fpirit, though it is not fpirit, but want of judgement, and vifionary impetuofity, that have procured them the character. They may, however, pofiefs that dignity and independ« ence of mind in which alone true fpirit con

^ iiiis, and may have been ruioed by whim and Digitized by Google
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want of forcfight, not want of fpirit. But there is one (et of men on whom the appella« tion is beflowedy whofe con<lu£kj for the mod: part, is, in every article, the reverfe of digBity or fpirit, and perfe£tiy inconfiftent with k. 

The men I mean are thofe, who, by a traia of intemperance and profufion,. tun out their fortunes, and reduce themfelves to mifery. —

Such men are common, and will be fo, while vice, folly, and want of forefight, prevail a» aiong mankind, — They ha^ie been frequently ridiculed and expofed by the ableft pens: and k is not the chara£^er itfelf that falls under my obfervaiion 5^ it is the unaccountable abr furdity of beftowing upon fuch chai*a£ters the appellation of ** men of fpirit;** which they uniformly acquire, whether the fortune they have fquandered is new, or has been handed down to them through a long Jine of anceftors. 

The mifapplication of the term is fo comipletely ridiculous, as to be beneath contem{)t^ were it-not for the mifchief that I am convinced

has been occadoned by it. Youths en^ fering on the ftage of life are catched with the ^pgaging appellation, ^* amaaof fpirit:" they*

become
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become ambitious of acquiring that epithet; and- perceiving it to be mod generally beftowed on fuch men. as I have defcribed, they look up to them as patterns of life and manner^ and begin to ape them at an age which thinks only of enjoyment, and defpifes confequences; nay, if they (hould look fbrwai-d, and vie^r the *< man of fpirit**

reduced,' by his owa profufion, to the moft abjeft ftate of fervile dependence, tt doesnot mend the matter. Jn the voice of the world, he is "a man of fpU <* rit'* ftifi.— It is faid, that the e^y engaging manners of Captain Macheath have induced many young men to go on the highway. I mn convinced the chara^er of a '*^ man of ^*' fpirit" 

tempts many a young man to enter x>n a courfe of tntemperance and prodigali^, that moft frequently ends in defperate ciccufflr fiances and a broken conftitution. 

This perverfion is the more provoking, that,., of all human charaftprs, the intemperate prodigal is, in every feature and every ftage, the mo&' diametrically oppodte to a man of fpirit. -^True fpirit is founded on. a love and deiire of independence, and the two are fo Wended together, that it is impoffible, even in idea, IP feparate xbj&ax. But the ixuemperate prodL*

gal
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gal is the moft dependent of all Kuman beings. -»^He depends on others for anaufement and company; and, however fafhionable he

may be in the beginning, his decline in the article of companions is certain and rapid.-—In the courfe of his profufioDi he becomes dependent on others for the means of fupporting it f and when hi«

race of prodigality is run» ,he ftiflfers a tniferable dependence for the fupport •even of that wretched life to which it has reduced him. After ali, the world calls him a ^ man of fpirit,** when he is really in a ftate of fervile indigence, with a broken conftitu* tion, without fpirit, and without the power of exerting it; with the additional refleAioa of having himfelf been the cauie of his di* ftrefles. 

- Nor is it only in ;he affimuUive ufe of the term that I have to complain of its perver* fion 5 the fame injuftice takes pfece when it is sCpplted in the negative. Calling an intempe* rate and-ruined prodigal a •* man of spi^ RiT," may proceed fometimes from pity; but when you hear a man of moderation and virtue, efpccially if he happen alfo to be opulent, blamed as ** wanting fpirit^ the accu*

Attion is generally the child of detraction and malignity. 
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malignity. —I do not apply my obfcrvation to the avaricious and niggardly, to men whofe purfes are fhut againft their friends, and whofe doors arc barred againft every body 5 fuch men certainly want fpirit, and are, for the moil: part, dcfeftive in every virtue $ but I am afraid that it often happens, that a perfon, benevo* lent to his friends, hofpitable to ihe d^ferving, kind to his fervants, and indulgent to his childrenj is blamed as ** ^wanting Jpirit^ tor no reafon but becaufe he is proof againft the ab* fiirdities of fafhion and vanity, becaufe he guards againft the tricks of the defigning, de-^ fpifes the opinions and difapprobation of the fbolifh, and periifts in that train of moderate economy which he knows is beft fuited to his fortune and rational views. 

Inftead of wanting ^^Spirit^ fuch a cha* rafter is the true idea of " a man of fpirit.'*\a every par^ of his manners and condudj he pafles through life with an uniform fteadineft and dignity. His moderation fecures his independence, and his attention fupplies the means of hofpitality add benevolence. While the prodigal is running his feverous and dit tempered courfe, the man of moderation and Tirtwe proceeds in a train of quiet contentment
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mcnt and refpcftable induftry; and, at 4he end of their race, when the prodigal, with a {haltered conflicution, without fortune and without friends, is in abfohite wanti ot, at bed, become the mean flatterer of fomc infolent minion of wealth or power, the man of moderation and viitue, feeling his independence without pride, is happy in himfelf, ufeful to his family and friends, and beneficent to mankind, contributing, perhaps, from charity, not refpeft, his aflSftance to that very decayed prodigal who had frequently characterifed him as a man of no fpirit. 

But it was not my purpofe to delineate at length the charafter of a real '* man of fpirit." -7" I propofed only to explode a very abfurd and mifchievous abufe of an epithet, that too generally prevails. I (hall, therefore, conclude, with afluring thofe who are ambitious of -being ' 

men of fpirit," by putting on the life and manners of an intemperate prodigal, that, though tfeey may attain the charafter^ and even preferve it, after their fortunes arc fpent, and their conftitutions broken; yet they wiin)e " men of fpirit" onIj»^ominally; and, in the mouths of the world, -in reality, and in their hearts, they wiU be the meaneft as well Vol. III. iz as
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as the moft unhappy of mankind, lingering; out a ufelefs and contemptible life, on which intemperance has entailed difeafe, and extravagance and profulion inflicted poverty and dependence, lam, &c. 

AlODERATUS. 

Mt correfpondent has confined his obfervations to one half of the world, and remarked the abufe of the term fpirit^ when applied to the men only. Might he not have extended his remarks a little farther, and traced the application of the phrafe to the conduA and behaviour of the other fex ? Perhaps, indeed, the charadler is not fo univerfally in repute, as to come within the line of Modera^ tus^s complaint ; but the thing is more in vogue than it feems to have been at any period of which my predeceffors, who are a fort of chroniclers of manners and fafliions, have prefervcd the hiftory. 

In London, to which place we arc always to

look
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look for the " Glafs of Fajbion^^ the ladies^ not fatisfied with (hewing their fptrit in the bold look^ the mafculine air, and the naanly garb|.have made inroadt into a province from^ which they were formerly coniidered as abfolutely excluded; I mean that of public oratory. Half a dozen focieties have ftarted up this^" winter,'in which female fpeakers exercife their powers of elocution before numerous audi-' ences^ and canvafs all manner of fubjeAs with the freedom and fpirit of the boldeft male oTators» We in Edinburgh have not yet at^ tempted to rival the polite people of the me* tropolis in this refpedt: fome of our ladies^ however, do all they can to put U9 on a

footing with them. There is ibldom a crouded play, or a full concert^

at which fome of our iublic fpeakers do not exert themfclves with a moft laudable fpirit to drown the declamation of the ftage or the mufic of the orcheftra. 

Nor is the ambition of thofe fpirited ladies* fatisfied with fpcaking in public, and carrying off the attention of the audience from the voice of the aflor or the tones of the mu« fician. The public eye, as well as ear, is to be commanded ^ and, in the ilde-box of the theatre, or the front-bench of the concert71 % room^, 

, Digitized by Google

2(58 The Mirror. N<^ lo^

room, there is often fucK acolleAlon of beauty, animated with fo much fpirit of exhibitionf that it is impoiSble the male part of the company fhould look at the fcene, or think of the mufic. One of my predeceffors has mentioned the art which the ladies of hh day ufed m the unfurling of their fans, fo as to difplay certain little Cupids and Venufes which lurked in their folds. Had he ften fome of our ladies in the attitudes which modern fpirit has taught them to aflume —fuch unfurlings and unfoldings ! — his Venufes and Cupids were mere ice and' fnow to them. 

It is but j'uftice to thofe ladies to remark, that this part of their behaviour feems calculated merely to fliow their accomplifhment m fafhibnable freedom of manner, without any motive of an interefted or felfifli kind. They are contented with the reputation of eafe and fpirit, without procuring much indulgence from the one or licence from the other. I • have fometimes, however, been inclined to think, that there was a degree of unfairnefs ' in this, and to doubt, if a lady wa& intitled ' thus to hang out falfe colours, and ta be in reality innocent and harmlefs, while flic was ^uite a di^ercflt fort of creature in appearance. 
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ance. I could not help allowing fome juftice in.the complaint of a girl whom I overheard fome weeks ago, in the paflage from the up« per boxesy thus addreiling her companion: •* Did you obferve that pert, giggling, naked •* thing, in the ftage box ? There's not a •* man in the houfe flxe cares a farthing for j. ** and yet fhe has the afiurance to look Uko-* •* one of us.**

Z3 N<*ia3i
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To the Author of the Mirror.. 

S I R^

FRoM my earlieft infancy, F Have httm remarkable for good-humour, and a* gentle, complying, inoSenfive di(|)ofitioD y, qualities, which, I am told, I inherit of my father, the late Mr Paul Softly^ an eminent Knen-drapcr. Though Lmyfclf foon recover any difappointment or con tradition I meet with; yet fo. tender is my regard to the feelingsof others, that I amled fomchow, conftitotioaally, and almoft againft my rcafon, to comply with their requefts, humour them in their foibles, and acquiefce in their opinions. I cannot bear, Mr Mirror, it hurts me more than you caaimagine^ to difappoint the hopes, or withfland the folicitation of any human, being whatever. There is a fturdy, idle, impudent, merry looking dog of a failor, with a wooden leg, ftationed at the corner of the ib:eet where I live^ whQ^ I do l^Iievi^ has e fiabliihed
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ffablHhed himfelf as a penfioner upon mc for Kfe, by the earneftncfs of his tones, and bis conftant prayers to heaven for bleffings on my goodnefs. Often and often have I besn engaged in midnight-riots, though fond of peace and good neighbourhood, andfrequemly, though I abhoriviiie, have I been betrayed into intoxication, from a want of power to refift the hofpitable importunity of my land^ lord preifing me to fill a bumper. 

From this, I would not have you imagine rfiatlam devoid of refolution, br a will of Hiy own. On the contrary, I do aiTure you, that, upon extraordinary occafions^ and, when it is^neceflary, lean refift and refent too* Nay, my wife (if you will believe her) frequently complains of my obftinacyand perwrfenefe.; and declares, that, of all the men flie ever knew, Simon Softly (for that is my name) is. the Icaft fcnfiblc of indulgence. However, Sir, as for my wife, confiderihg that I married her, not fo much from any perfonal regard, as in order to pleafe her worthy family who had (cvv^d^ me, though I dare fay without any cxpeflation of reward, I thank God, I lead a pretty tolerable fort of life with bcr.— Ujjon the whole, Sir, this difpofition of
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of miixc has always appeared to tile more a* . miable as well as coavenient, than that named firm and deci&vej which, J conftfs to . 

yoU| I AifpeAy is at the bottom nothing elfe but conceit and ill-humour. Upon one oc. caiion in mj Kfe> howfever^, (I think, it is the . 

<i7ery firft), which I am going to ky before you, I muil own that it has given ilie a good deal of ferious difturbanc«. 

About fi;c months ago, I (ucceeded, by tbe death of an uncle, to a land-eftate of L. 100 a-year, which, unfortunately, lies contiguous to that of the greateft proprietor in. the countf. Along with it/ I inherited a law-fuit» kept ^alivc, by various means, ever fincc the year thirty-three- The fubjeft of it was a fourth part of the eftate, which, though it

had long been poflefled by my predeceflbrs, as part of the farm of OxenfGwn^ Sir Ralph Holdencotirt, our advcrfary and neighbour aboye mentioned, contended muft belong to him, as included in his charters of the barony of Acredak.— But, before I go on, I muft make you acquainted with Sir Ralph. He is defcended from one of the oldeft and moft choleric families in the kingdom. The ftem of it,^ as appears from the tree drawn by ihe

hand
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hand of his great-grandfather, Sir Eu/lace, was a Norman baron, who came over with the Conqueror, One of his pofterity intermarried with a Wclfli heirefs ; they were driven out of England for fome aft of rebellion, and, fince their fettlement in the north, their blood has been further heightened by alliance with the family of a Scots Peer and a Highland Chieftain. Their jealous pride, and the fuddcnnefs of their paffion, have all along borne ample teftimony to the purity of their lineage. Sir Euftace himfelf fought four duels, and was twice run through the body. In Sir Ralphs veins, this fpirit, though fomewhat mitigated by his father's marriage with one, who, as it is whrfpered, had once fervcd him in the capacity of dairy-maid, is far from being extinft. In his youih, he experienced the vengeance of the law, for beating a merchant of the fame furname, who, without juil title, claimed kindred with him, and aiJlimed tte arms of his family. I have heard too, that he himfelf was once foundly peppered by a gentleman of fmall fortune, whofc gun Sir Ralph had attempted* to fcize, upon his own ground, under pretence of his being unquaK-^

fied- to carry one. Though now old, heis

ftia
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ftill noted for his tenacious adherence to all his pretenfions, the ceremonious politenefs with which he receives the great gentry, and his fupercilious treatment of all thofe who are not intitled to that name, ■ But to go on with my ftory. Soon after my fucceflion, being on a vifit to another neighbour, Mr B. I found him with his wife preparing to depart, in great form, for the feat of my adverfary, to whom they are annually in ufc of paying their refpefts. Being ignorant of my fituation, they prefied me much to accompany them J and I, dieiirous to pleafe them, Sir, . and not knowing how to cxcufe myfclf, at the fame time thinking it unreafonable that I ihould be at enmity with a man whom I did not know, merely becaufe we were at law to*

gather, was prevailed on to comply. 

In a long avenue of lofty elms, terminated at one end by a large iron gate, at the top ol which the family arms are worked, and at the other, by the manfion-houfe, a large oW-fafhioned building, with a moat and turrets, we overtook the knight himfelf returning from a ride. He feemed to be about fixty, but rc. tained a robuft make and florid complexion. He was feated on a fuperb faddle with hoi fteiJji. 
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fters, and a'houfing of fur : he rode a longtailed horfc, which had once been gray, but had now become white with age; and was at-*

tended, at due diftance, by a fedate elderlylooking fervant, in an ample livery furtout, mounted oa a black <fock-tailed coach nag. No fooner had he perceived us, than he pufhcd on at a gallop, that he might be ready to prefent himfelf upon the platform of ^a large outer done ftair, to pay his compliments up* on our arrival. I was introduced to him as his new neighbour Mr Softly : but the moment the name reached his ears, the blood rufhed into his face, and eying me with a look of indignation, he turned upon his heel and left me. At this I was a good deal nettled, (for I do not want fpirit), and wiflied to retire : but, perceiving that my horfe had been led into the ftable, and

that I muft pafs through a crowd of fervants, who were laughing at my reception, 1 thought it might be juft as good to go on, and fo followed, them into the great hall. This was a large room, wainfcotted with oak, and decorated with feme portaits, a\map of the eftate, a tree of the family-defcent, befide a fpear and acrofsbow, which had been borne, I fuppofe, by

fome
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fame of the knight's progenitors. Here wc were received by Mifs Primrofe Holdencourt^ his fifter, a maiden lady of fifty-five, who, ever iince the death of bis wife^ has done the honours of his table. To her t made a profound bow, of which (he took no Jiotice, unlefs by bridling up her head, and toiling a look of difdain at me. 

Our prefent company, befidc the perfons already mentioned, confifted of the Kuight's agent op attorjiey, and the parfon of the parifli. The two latter, who, for fome reafoa 01: other, had all along kept (landing together by one of the windows near the door, were baniflied, upon the appearance of dinner, to a by-table in a xrorher of the rooraj where, I likewife, finding no place unoccupied at the other table, was obliged to take my feat. But, for this di(grace, I was foon comforted by the good-humour and facetioufnefs of the attorney, (who feemed to take a liking for me), as well as by fome excellent ale, in which wc both, along with the parfon, participated pretty liberally. We had no communication with the other table, unlcfs by an overture of mine towards a reconciliation with Mifs Primr'rfif bj drinking her health, which met with a vrry

ungracious
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ungracious reception. Wc had. however, no great caufe to envy their converfation, as it xonfifted chiefly of fome annotations by her upon the table-linen^ in which the heads of the twelve apoftles, and fome worthies of tlic family, w^c woven; befides a hiftory from the Knight, of fome exploits performed by the latter. Dinner being removed, and the ladies retiring along with it, the other table was naturally compelled to an union with ours I which, however, did not take place without ftrong marks of repugnance on the part of the Knight, Thefe became ftill more and more manifeft, as the liquor elevated his pjnde: lie pufhed the bottle paft me, negleft<d to require my toaft, and every now and then eyed me over his (houlder with a look of the utmoft jealoufy and averlion. I did not value the looks, of him or any other man a farthing; fo I kept my feat manfully. la s fliort time, my friend Mr B. having, for fome purpofe or other, left the room, the at«

torney, with an appearance of great candour^nd cordiality, inquired of me, whether that unhappy conteft relative to the farm of Oxentown were drawing to an iflue ? •* Nothing ' *♦ tiat def£nds on my will for that ftirpojd^jhalt Vol. III.' A a *'ht
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^^^ be luanting^ anfwered I. ** You allows ** tfjen,*^ immediately interpofed the Knight, *^ that the lands of Harrow'Jield make part of

** my barony of Acredale: you are at laft be** come fenjible of the jujlice of my claims,^ I *' am glad of it, heartily glad of it^ rejoined the attorney ; '* but^ indeed, it isimpojible to ** doubt ofity for "— and here he began a long diflertation, fo full of law-terms and bad Latin, that I did not underftand a word on't, which he finifhcd with, ** From all which, it *' // luce clarius, that the lands belong to Sir '* Ralph:^

Mojl affuredlyl^ echoed the parfon. ** And when, my dear Sir^ do you mean to *• renounce your claim^ refumed the attorney? All this, Mr Mirror, pafTcd with fo much rapidity, that I had do time for recollection or reply. Nothing could be farther ^from my intention, than totally to furrender my claim: an amicable accommodation was all that I meant to hint at. But what could I do, Mr Mirror ? My friend, who might have

fupported me, had left the room: I had no anfwer ready to the attorney's argument : the whole company concurred in regarding my claim as groundlefs ; my meaning had been mifunderflood, and an explanation, beGdcs expoCng

mc
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.me to their refentment, (but that I did not value a ftraw), would have fubjefted me ta the fufpicion of infincerity and loofc dealing. Still, however, I was loath thus to play away fa confiJerable a part of my inheritance. After hedtating a little while, aukward and embarrafled, between thefe oppofite motives, I did, at laft, refolve to undeceive them, and had actually begun to meditate ^an adJrefs for; that purpofe, which, I do believe, I ihould have delivered, when the attorney, flapping me on the (houlder with one hand, and ftrctching out. the other to me, with an air of the grcatcft cordiality, cut mC

iharL|. ** JVhat fay yoUy Mr Softly ? fajl bind, fijl ^^findi what fay you to finfbing the matter " immediately F" This propofal, being quite unexpc£ted, utterly difconccrted me. J3etwccn furprifc, embarraflment, and the defire; of relieving myfelf by a decifion one way or other, feeing them, at the fame time, full of cxpeftation, 1

haftily, almoft without knowing what I did, took him by the hand,. and. 

anfwered, iS/r, with all my heart. In Ihort, Mr Mirror, paper, pen, and ink, were called for, and a deed drawn out, which I inftantly executed. 

The Knight, immediately after, A. a. ^ coming, 
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coming up to me, (hook me by the hand, and commanding a bumper to my health, defired and infifted to fee me often at Caftle Holdenr court*

Being naturally of an cafy temper, and feeing that the matter could not be mended, touched at the fame time with the fatisfiiAion It had dtffufed, 1 foon^ in fome degree, regained my good humour. More wine was called for repeatedly $ and next morning, I found myfclf at my friend Mr B.'s houfc, without knowing how or when I had beca tranfported to it*

Upon ferlous deliberation^ however, and ftfter fome coaverfation upon the fubjcAwith my wife, I am really vexed and difpirhed with thiis ;ifiair. In making application to you, I. have three views; the fir ft merely to difburden my mind by telling the ftory, (I fear it is a dull and tedlout (me) \ the fecond, to learn from any of your readers who is at the bar, whether my facility be a ground for reducing my confcnt; the third, to warn perfons of a fimilar difpofition from going into company with their adverfaries in a law-fuic. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 

SIMON SOFTLY. 
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As I fincerely fympathife with Mr Softly inhis diftrefs, I have publifhed his letter for the firft purpofe mentioned in its conclufion, to difburden his mind of the ftory. -As to the fecond, I am afraid I can be of little ufe to him, as a law-opinion, delivered through the channel of the Mirror would be delHtute of feme of the pre-requifites, without which it would be dangerous to rely on it as the groundof legal proceedings. The third, which is avery diUnterefted motive, is, I believe, more charitable in him, that it will be ufeful ^o hisreaders. 

There is^ I fancy, very little occafion for warning people againfl: going into the company of thofe with whom they are at law,, left they fhould be furprifed into improper* conccffions ; I have generally obferved, that,, r being in company with an adverfary in a lawfuit, has a greater tendency to make a maoi tenacious of his rights, than to difpofe him to> relinquilli them. 

Z. 
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IT has been remarked^ that the cauntry-ltfiprevails more in Great Britaia than in any civilized nation in Europe. However true this obfervation may be in the general, thereis one fet o£ men among us^

to whom^ in the prefent times, it will by no means apply: I Qiean our great nobles, and. men of high fortune i It is indeed vaia to expcft,, that perfons in that i^nk of life ihoiild be able to withftand:the attra£lions. of a courtj^. and the. fedu£lions of a luxurious capital. 

It is, neverthelefs, a melancholy circumilance, in ti-aveliing through thh ifland, ta find fo many noble palaces deferted by their illuffrious owners, even in that feafon of the year when, to every man of tafte^

the country muft afford true pleafure. How mortifying is it to hear a great man tell you, that he cannot afford to live at his country-feat, and to. iie him, after pai&ng a winter in London, and lofing thoufands in a week, reduced ta ihfi neQqiTity of murdering the fummer, by lounging
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lounging from watering-place to wateringw pfece, or retiring with two or three humblefriends to a villa in the environs of London,, kiftead of living with a becoming dignity ia the manfion of his anceftors i To fuch mca I would beg leave to recommend the advice o^ King James I. who, as Lord Bacon tells us,«• was worn to be very earneft with the coun** try-gentlcnaen to go from London to their " country-feats; and fometimes would fay to •^ them, Gentlemen^ at Londmi^you are like' 

^^Jhips in the fea^ luhiclr Jbe-w like nothing t *^ But^ in your

cmintry^villagesy you are like **'Jbips in a river^ -which look like great things.*^

t do not mean, however, to fay, that a great man fhould lite always in the country.. The duties of his ftation, and the r^nk heholds in fociety, require^ that he fliould pafs part of the year in- the capital 5 and, inde* pendent of thofe confiderations, I- believe it will be allowed, that a man of high rank, whohas pafled his whole life immured within the walls of his- own chateau^ and conftantly furrounded by a circle who look up to him, is, of all mortalsj the moft infupportable. 

Nayi I will go farther 5 I am difpofed to believe, that it is aa improper and a hurtful

thing, 
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thing* even for. a private gentleman of moderate fortune, to retire from the world, jand betake himfelf altogether to a country'life. 

A'remarkable inftance of the bad confequeoces of abandoning fociety, I lately met with in a vifit I had occaiion to pay to a gentleniaa, with whom I had become acquainted at college, and whofe real name I fhall conceal wider that of Acafio, Soon after he quitted the univerfity, where he had been diftinguiflicd by an ardent love of literature, Acajlo retired to his eflate in the coiintry, which, tho' not great, was fuUy fufiicient for all his wants.. There he had refided ever fince ; aqd, either from inclination or indolence* had remained a bachelor. I had not feen him for many ypars. Time had made fome alteration on his figure; but that was little when compared, whh the change I found in him in. all othcr refpeAs. In his drefs and manners he was ij^deed completely rufticated; and, by living much alone, he had contraAed an indifier^ epce to that decorum, and to thofe little attentions, without which no man can be agreeable in fociety. The

day I arrived at his houfe, I found him fauniering in his garden,, waiting a call to dinner^ dreflcd in an old coat,. 
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coat» which had once been black, a flouched hat of the fame complexion, with a long polr in his hand, and with a beard that did not ap* pear to have felt a razor for many days. 

After a hearty welcome, he carried me in to dinner. In his converfation, I' fouord as great a change as in his outward api^arancc . and deportment. From living in a narrow circle, he had contracted a peculiarity in his notionsj which fometimes amufed, from its oddity i and, from converting chiefly wiih perfons rather of an inferior ftation to him^ felf, he had become as tenacious of his opl*

nions, as if they had been lelf-evidcnt truths^ 2nd as impatient of contradidlion^ as if to di£* fer from him had been a crime. . 

From the fame caufes^ the verieft trifle^ particularly if it concerned himfelf, had become to him an obje£b of importance. A country'gentleman he confidered as the meft refpe£tabte chara£ter in nature ; and he talked as if honour, truth, and fincerity, were con«

fined to them alone. Every man who lived in the world, he confldered as a villain; and every woman who pafied much of her time in town, he made no fcruple to fay, was no bet'^ terthan^Jbe Jbould be. At firft, it aftonilfied

ma
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me to hear a man of his good fenfe and benevolent drfpofitions, talk of fome of the moft amiable charafters of the age in the moft difrefpeftful terms. When I endeavoured to put hiiii tolrights, he at once cut me fliort, by faying, he could have no doubt of the truth of w^hat he advanced, as he had been told fuch and fuch a thing by his friend and neighbour Mr Doivnright, who fcorned to flatter any man, or to telV.any thing but t;he truth. : I foon had an opportunity of judging how far the country-g^ntlexnen were incitkd to the high chara^t^er my friend had given them for honour and integrity. The morning after V arrived, my hoft informed m^ he was oblige4 to attend a county-meeting, where ther^ was ^0 be bufinefs qf confiderabie importance, itt which he was deeply interefted; and^ as he could not ftay at home with me, I readily confented to accompany him. He had drefled }iimfelf for the occaiion ^ that is, bs had fhaved his beard, and put on a clean ihirt. It . remained to determine how we fhould traveU At firft, he propofed to go a horfeback i but the appearance of a black cloud made him thiuk of the carriage. It then occurred, that taking the carriage would ftop the plough j aiiwl
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and it was determined we fliould ride. But, as we were going to mount, the recolleftion of a cold, attended with fome threatenings of a fore throat he had had the week before, made him again refolve upon the carriage. In fliort, I found, that my poor friend, naturally of an undecifive tempdr, and having no proper objeft to fill his mind, had accuftonled himfelf to deliberate on every trifle, as if it had been an affair of the greateft confequcnce. At length, we fet out-in the carriage; but not till repeated inftruftions were given to yohn to drive only two miles the firft hour, and not more than three, or three and a quarter, afterwards. 

On the road, we met with fome incidents that were amufing enougti. 

In the midft of a fcrious converfation on the ^ate of the nationy in

which Acafto was propofing plans of reformation, and tracing all our prefent calamities to the prevalence of the mercantile intereft in parliament, and the (hameful negleft of the country-gentlemen, we happened to pafs the houfe of a cottager, who had laid down a load of coals rather too near the high-road ; Which Acafio no fooner perceived than he (lopped the carriage, and calling out the poor man. 
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man, began to rate him as if he had been guilty of the grofleft offence. Not fatisfied with ordering the nuifance to be removed, he thought it neceflaiy to reprefent, in Arong colours, all the poflible mifchiefs that might have enfued from it, " What might have **

happened," faid he, " if my horfes had " ftartled, God only knows ! —

Had we bcea ** overturned, my carriage might have been ** broken, or my horfes killed, and even I *' myfelf might have been hurt." 

This circumftance, trifling as it was, ruffled my friend fo much, that it was fome time before he could refume the thread of his converfation. 

Some other incidents of the fame kind gave him an opportunity of difplaying his attention to the police of the country, and of impreffing me with an idea of the obligations he had thereby conferred on his fellowcitizens. At length we arrived at the countytown, and immediately drove to the courthoufe, where we found a very numerous meeting. 

I foon found, that the important bufinefs which had brought fo many gentlemen from their own houfes, was to determine whether a bridge fhould be built at one end of a village

or
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cyr the other. From the rourfe of the argumeaty if argument it could be called| I plain* ly perceived, that, to the public, it was a matter of the moft perfcft indifference. But, if executed in one way, it would accommodate a gentleman who had acquired a large fortune in the courfe of trade, and had lately purchafed an eftate in the neighbourhood, on which he had built an elegant • houfe. Acajlo^

and his friend Mr Downright, ftrenuoufly oppofed the plan of accommodating this novm ho' nto, who had prefumed to buy one of the beft, . eftates in the county, from the heir of an an» cicnt family, at a higher price than any body . elfe would have given for it. For my owa part, i was truly mortified to obferve in both parties as much trick and chicane as mighty , when properly varnifhed, have done honour to the moft finifhed ftatefmen. In one thing only I difcovered that open plainnefs on which country-gentlemen are fo apt to value them*

felves, and that was in the language in which they, addrefled each other. There, indeed, they were fufficiently pLiin; and no where did I ever obferve a more total negleft of the favourite maxim of Lord Chellerfield, fortiter iit re, fuaviter in modo^ Vol. III. B b Oa Digitized by Google
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On our way home, Acafto entertained me with the charaAers of the gentlemen we had feen; but he might have faved himfelf the trouble ; for, by recoUefUng how they voted^ I ihould immediately haye known which of them were honeft and fincere, and which dean time-ferving fycophants. 

I fball not trouble my readers with any reflexions on Jcaftis charader. 

It is pbin, thai the little peculiarities which, with all his natural good fenfe and benevolence, expofe him hourly to ridicule or to cenfure, have been occafioned by his retreat from the world, and by that folitude in which he has lived fo long. Seldom, indeed, have I known any ^ne that did not, in fome degree, fuffer from it; that did not, more or leis, become felfifli an4. contraAed, conceited and opinionative. I

never fee a young heir fluttering about town in the circle of gaiety, without feeling an emotion of compaflion. In a few years, when he comes to be fupplanted in that circle by a younger fct, no refource remains for him but a retreat to the country, where he muft pafs his days either in a ftatc of liftlefs inaftivity, or in purfuits unworthy of a rational being. I would, therefore, earaeftly recommend it to every
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every parent, ta educate the heir of his fortune to fome profeffion j to fct before hinr Tome object that may fill his mind, may roufe him to action, and may make him at once » happy and refpe^ble member of fociety. 

M

ft b 2 VP los^

Digitized by Google

N° I05« TuESDAT, May 9. 17S0. 

THE winter, which', like an untaught vifitor, had prolonged its ftay witkus to a very unreafonable length, has, at hift, given place to vernal breezes and a more indulgent Iky 5 and many of my readers will now leave the bufinefs or amufements of the tovjnf for the purer air and lefs tumultuous enjoyments of the country. As I have, now and then, ventured fome obfervations on the manners and fafliions of the former, I could not forbear, from a friendly concern for thofe whom the ieafon now calls into the latter, to ofitr a few remarks on certain errors which are more generally prevalent in the country* My laft j^apcr was intended for the ferious perufal of country'gentlemen. I mean, in this,, to make a few lighter obfervations on fome little fail*

ings, in point of manners, to which I have feen a propenfity in

country-gentlemen, country-ladies, and in thofe who, though of the town for the greateft part of the year, make their appearance, like the cuckoiv^ (I mean

aa
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no offence by the cooiparifon), when the trees* have put on their leaves^ and the meadows * their yerdore. 

In the/irfi place^, I would beg of thofe who> migrate from the city, not to carry too much^ . of the town.with-them into* the country, I will allow a-lady to exhibit theneweft-fafliion* ed cut in her riding-habit, or to aftontih a^ country«congregation with the height of her' head-drefs; and a gentleman, in like manner^^ to fport^ as tliey term it, a grotefque pattera< of a waiftcoat, or ta fet the children agape by.' the enormous £2c of his buckles. Theic atpc^ privileges to which gentlemen and ladies may. be thought to have intitled themfelves by the ezpence and trouble of a winter's re&m^ dence in the capital. But there is a provo«»king, .though a civil fort of confequence fudu people are apt to aillime in conver/atiDUya which, I think, goes beyond the jiift prero* gative of town/bip, and is a very unfair en-oroachment on the natural rights of thei^* friends and. relations in the country. Thej^/ (hould confider, that, though there are cer-*' tain fubjefts of ton and fafbion, on which thej^' may pronounce ex cathedra^ (if I may be allowed ib pedamica phrafc), yet that, even in,i B b J: the-Digitized by Google
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the country, the fenfcs of hearing, feeing Caftingy and fmcUing, may be enjoyed toacer*tain extent, and that a perfon may like or di£Uke a new fong, a new lutftring-, a French difh, or an Italian perfume^

though fuch perfon has been unfortunate enough U)'pafs,-laft winter, at a hundred miles diAance from the snetropoli^

. On the other hand,, it is but fair to ihform the ladies and gentlemen of. the couotry, that there is a certain d£ fere nee whkh ought to be paid, in thofe matters, to the enlightened judgement of their friends who are newly arrived from the feat of information and of knowledge. 

I have heard a lady tn the couatry, when her coufin from Edinburgh had been very obligingly communicating fome ex- traordinary piece of intelligence, or exhibiting fome remarkable piece of drefs or finery, cut her fhort, by faying, lyith all the coolnefs, in the world, '* That is lingular-enough, but « it is nothing to what I heard from Mifs V B*—-

^, with whom I have correfponded ^^ ever fince (he went to London j" 

or, " This ** is very pretty, to be fure, but not ta W

** compared to Mrs C ^s, which flic had

>* fent her in a prefent from Paris.** This for? 
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fort of brag playing ia convcrfation I have fometimes hieard carried to a very difagreeable length) \^ich would be in a great mea« fure prevented, ^if people were not to be allowed credit for what they may have heard, or have been told, but to take confequence only from what they have feen. If we townspeople are to be thus out-wondered on report, there is an end of all order and fubordination in the matter. 

To borrow another allufioa from the game above mentioned, I think it is but reafonable» that the wonders of perfonsi from town fhould take the fame pr^cedenc^' . of the wonders of the people in the country, that natural cards do o£ makers. 

But it is fometimes from the oppofite feel*ing, from too high an idea of the importance of their town-vifitors, that the good people of the

country are apt to fall into improprieties. It is wonderful to fee the confufion into which the appearance of the new-fafljioned carriage of a gentleman juft arrived from towa throws the family, efpecially the female part of it, of- his rural neighbour. Such a peeping from windows, fuch a running backwards and forwards of bare-headed boys, and girls to fetch their mafter from the field, and- their miftrcfs
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mftrefi from the waft-houfe ! Then, aften waiting ft long white.in the parlouv» which the chamber-maid ha»'had but time tpput half i»

•tder, comes the old lady wkh fome aukwa^d ^V^^^Tf fcillowed bf a^fcold to die maid lor leaving her rubber or hearth'-bru(h? in view of

%hr company. By attdbf appears the maftee of the houfe, with*

another apology for ap» pearing before ladies- in his-farmer's drefsi After a long feries of common inquiries^ a. frequent pulling out of watches on the part of the vifitorS) and two or three mel^gcs up*

ftairs from the miftrefs of the family }. downt come the young ladies, with their caps awry^. dieir long pins but half ftuck in, their hair powdered ia patches, and their aprons ftiff from the folds. Here follows a fecond courfi. of the fame queftions and anfwerS|. which beting cloied by an obfervation of the late hont fii*om the one fide, and fome ftri£tures on-the ftortnefs of town-vifits from the odier, the company are fuffcred to depart, who, it is ten^ to one, laugh all the way home at the good, people who were at Aich pains to make them* ielves fit, as they thought, to be feen by them*. Let thefe laft remember, that there is a ftyle^ as it is.called, prx>per to every thing}

decent
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cy and cleanlinefs they owe to themfelves ; an imitation of the fafhionablc fineries of the town they owe to nobody j moft of thefe, indeed, are quite prepofterous in the couritry.; it is only when people get hito crowds that they are at liberty to make fools of themfelves> As I have, rn the beginning of this paper, defired the city-emigrants not to carry the town into the country, fo I muft intreat their country-friends not to forget that the cfthers have but lately arrived there. 

Their relifhfor draining, ditching,. hedging, horfe-hoeing, liming, and marling, and fuch other branches of the fine arts as an afternoon^s converfation at a gentleman farmer's frequent-' Jy runs into, has been a good deal blunted by feven months refidcnce in the region of amufement and diiSpation. The like caution will apply to thofe female orators who occupy the intervals of tea-drinking with difiertatioFM on the cow-houfc, the dairy, and the poultryyard. 

There are fome topics which may be introduced at that feafon, in which both town and country ladies ai*e qualified to join, though even of them I would recommend a fparing

and
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2nd moderate ufe $ I mean thofe little leftares on moralicyy fometimes known by the name of fcandal. In thefe the town ladies, however, have fome advantage^ as their fubjeAs are often fuch as may be reckoned fair game, pei-fODS of whom the world has a right to talk, and who feem" to aft as if they wifhed to be talked of. Thefe notorious offenders 9gaini]t decency ^nd decorum, of which there are always fome inftances in great towns, may be compared to certain atrocious cripiinals, whom the law has ordered to be fern, aftec execution, to Surgeons Hall: their characters, may be difle£ted at all tea-tables, withoiK aoy dangec of the crime of defamation. Bat the beauty of a country town or village i$ xarely fo unguarded, in her condu&j as toi give this licence to the tongues of her neighbours, who are, therefore, geneially obliged to refprt to the whifpering of little private anecdotes and family-fccrets, which I very much doubt if

they be legally imitled to dOf at leaft except in cafes of great neceffity, as on a rainy Sunday, or where the party conr fifts but of two, who can neither play crib* bage, pici^uet, or backgammon. 

Somewhat
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Somewhat akin to the lovers of detraction are the effence-takers^ a fpecies of people I ftavc obfervcd more common in the country than in popular cities. They are deeply vcrftd in the fcience of precedency, in the etiquette of paying and returning vifits, in the ceremonial of drinking healths, and of ac« knowledging bows and curtfies. I have been aftoniihed to find the cu'cle of my acquaint* ance (b circumfcribed as I have fometimes ex* perienced, when I have happened to take up. my head-quarters at a gentleman's who could , only accompany me to the houfes of one half the neighbourhood, having contrived to be totally eftranged from the other by negle^ of himfelf, affronts to his wife, fquabbles a* bout dancing at annual balls, or toafts at county-meetings after the fecond bottle. 

This difeafe of ofience* taking is particular* ly epidemic in fome places every feventh yea'r, or fometimes it returns a little fooner by royal proclamation. As this fummer may probably be the feafon of its recurring with violence, I take the prefent opportunity of warn* ing my readers againft the company of the infeAed ; and even to thefe a regimen of temper and good*manner2 may be found a very powerful
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powerful and (klutary alterative. The feelings of an oflfence-taker are always very difagreeabki and, as to the external ede£ts of this

mental malady, whether it go oflF in oblique refleftions, or break out into fcurrility and abufe, I need not, I fancy, enlarge on the danger of their confequences. To gentlemen concerned in politics and elefVione^ring, I would particularly obferve, that the period of their canvafs is not the proper time for indulging any fuch freedoms in converfation or behaviour. When the conteft is determined, the lofers have fomc fort of privilege for railing ; the fuccefsful candidates, as things go now-a-days, fhould keep all theur foul language for that place to which the fuffrages of their conftituents are to fend them. 

N*io(5, 
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4)i //ii divitias dederdntf ariemque fruendu HOR. 

THE importance of education to fit mtfk for the world, has been univcrfally ieen and acknowledged ; but I rhink it has not been always fufficiently attended to as neceffary to fit men for retiring from the world ; as qualifying them to aft their .pan with pro*^ priety when they retreat from the bufinefs of life, and to enjo.y themfelvcs when enjoyment becomes their objeft. There is a certain time eflife, when almoft every man wifhes to e^ foape from the hurry and buftie of the world) and to tafte the fweets of retirement and re* pofe \ but how few are th&re, who^ when they have arrived at that period whi^h they fiisced for this retreat, and have put their de«> l\gas in execution, meet with that enjoyment which they looked for ! Inftead of plcafure, they find fatiety, wcarinefs, and difgnft } time • becomes a heavy burden, upon them, and in Vol. III. C c what Digitized by Google
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vrhat way they may kill the tedious hours, grows, at lengthy their only objeA* But, had thefe men received a good education, they .would never he at a lofs how to fill up their time } rich fields of entertainment would o« pen to them from various fources. Company and converfation would receive a finer relifh; books would give perpetual enjoyment ; the gay profpefts of the country, the romantic Icenes which it afiTords, the adorning and beautifying thofe fccnes, and the culture of all the elegant arts, would make that fortune, which many poflefs without knowing how to ufe, the minifter of every thing that can afford delight. 

I believe it may be true, that neither learntng, nor a tafte for the elegant arts, is requifite to enable a perfon engaged in the ordiaary bufinefs of life, to fucceed in his profeffion I and, while fo engaged, the occupatipns of that profeifion will prevent his feeling any vacuity, or fufFeriog any inconvenience from his ignorance, and want of refinement. But when fuch a perfon has acquired a fortune, and given up bdfinefs, I have often obferved, that, from this uncultivated ftate of mind, he is at a lofs how to enjoy himfelf or his riches. 

• He
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He either becomes a prey to chagrin and en^ nut^ or he gives himfelf up to the coarfeft in* temperance ; or, fhould he wifh to figure as a man of tafte or fafliion, he receives but little entertainment himfelf, and his attempts are fo abfurd and prepofterous, as to make him the objedl of icoff and ridicule to others*

Dnxelius was put early to buiinefs: liit whole learning coniifted in being able to read EngUfh, to writei and keep accounts* lie got foon into a very good branch of trade; hb attention was unremitted \ and his economyr :was equal to his attention. His labours, far from being a burden upon him, only gvfc him an exertion of mind, which kept him in an equal and \inceafing flow of fpirits. By the time he was fifty, 

Drexelius had acquired |t fortune equal to that pf the richeft of hif feUow^citiaens. He now began to think fe* fioyfly of enjoying it* The refolution which he had early formed of retiring to the coun* try when be ihould have acquired a fortune*^ find which i^d fupported hiin during tb,e la<» ^xmrs of acquiring it» he now determined to put in praftice. He, therefore, wound up his bufinefs, fold off his dock, and purchafed ^ eftate in dn^ country. Tbe novelty of the C c a fituation^
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fituation, and the flattering thought that he was proprietor of fo many acres, fupportcd bim for a while. Bt^t he fooa began to find, that the fields, and woods, and rivers, gave him no fort of pleafure. He could receive no amufement from farming, and books he was unable to enjoy. A volume of the Spe^atoPi recommended te him by the clergyman of the parifh, lay half-read upon the chimney*piece) and the profpeds which he heard others admire, appeared to him. not more beautiful than the front of the Exchange, or Ac pavement of the ftreet on-which he ufed to treads Tired, rherefore, ©f the country, and weary of every thing, he began to long for the town which he had abandoned', and to become agaii> a frequenter of the Change. 

According^ ly he hired a houfe in town, and refolved to ipend in k the winter-mooths at leaft. But the town had now alfo kift its charms, and he found it impoifible to recover chem. H« had ho longer bufinefs'to occupy his mind: when he rofe in the morning he kn^w not what to do; he had no bargains to fettle^ and no fliips to infure. His acquaintance around him were bufy, while he was idle ; he found himself alone ia. the nudft of a crowds

Digitized by VjOOQIC

Ko f 06. The M i r r o^ rv joy

an unkitereftcd/pedator of what ufed to em^t>lo7 him. Change of fituation,. therefore,, gave him no relief ^ for the town was now as dull as the countr]^ The purchafe he had made was a dear one :

upon his ejiate^ which had cofl him more than at iirft he intended to*

.give for it, he was obliged to build a houfe, and to make fome other hnprovements, the expence of which, like that of all other buildings and improvements, greatly exceeded what their owner had made his account with. This, however, was little to one of Dr^xeliush fortune. 

On former occafions, he had loft more upon one adventure in trade, w_ithout. being much affeAed by the lofs ; but then he had different obje^ to intereft him, and he expedled to make up by other adventures what he had loft upon one ; now he had nothing clfe to think of but the daily expenditure. This took poflefllon of his imagination ; he* thought he faw poverty and ruin before him 5 and his health began to fink under the vexation of his mind. In vain did his friends re* prefent to him the greatnefs of his fortune \ that the money he was laying out was a trifle to what he poiTeiTed \ and that, after all his . plans were finifhed^ he would ftiU have more C c 3

than> 
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than he could'fpend. It is to no pttrpofeto*

• reafon with a difeafed imaginanon r the onlf thing which can relieve it, is a change of objefts, and a variety of amufements. But this method could- not be followed by Drexelius-: there was no objcA to intereft him ; andJKs mind was incapable of amufemcnt. His dif*

cafe, thereforCj increafcd upon him every day. The proprietor of a fine place, pofleflcd of a

' great fortune, infhort, with all the means of

• pleafure and enjoyment, he was haiinted with the demon of poverty, and actually believed, that, if he lived many years, he flbould die of wanr^

Clavius was a partner in tradie whh Drexc* liuS) whofe example he followed in the fchemc of en}oying a retreat in the country. Biit his

mind was as empty and uneducated as th^t of DrexeliuSi equally incapable of amufing itfelf in fblitude, or of receiving pleafure from thofc enjoyments which a country-life is calculated to beftow. He was, however, a man of greater natural fpiriis, and was not, therefore, fb apt to become a prey to liftkffhefs, ^r to the efFedb of gloomy avarice. Company was his refource j and, that the hours might not lie heavy upon hiixi| he took care never to> be ^•

lone. 
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lone. But a& be had no talent for converfi^^ tion, every fort of company was equally weU come to him; andt where converfation was not the objefti it became necefiary to fupport the focrety by foine adventitious aid. The tattle, therefore, was had rccourfc to. This was the employment during the fineft fummerevenings; and the morning-fun often roie upon thb fakne company on which it had gone down. 

Men flocked to Clavius\ country-feat, not to enjoy the charms of the country, but the charms of fociety, and what they called

• good fellowfhip. Thus were Clavius^s nights fpent in getting intoxicated, and his mornings

- in ileeping off* that intoxication. His conii:!tution was not long able to fupport this courfc of life; he died, a few years after he had quitted bufinefs, a martyr to that fortune

' which his wiihes had formerly reprefented as the certain fource of felicity. 

Pamponius took a. different turn from the perfons I have mentioned. 

He was equally Ignorant and uneducated as;. they \ but, when he had acquired his fortune,' as he had heard much of tajfte, of elegance, and of refinement, he refolved to be a man of tajie. The eftate he purchafed bad been the old hereditary
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ttxy pofieiSon of a man^ of cbnfidicfflible ruok^ Pompbnius gave ieveral years purchafe more tjian ks vatue, that he might be poflefied of ri&c demefne of an ancient family, and haTc ' the pleafure of adding ta his name *^ Efijuire, •< of ■ ".**' When he came to live at $i|i» eftate, he found, the old' manfion-hpTtTe muib be pulled down, and a new one ereAed^ fiut^ mftead of trufting to the ikill and tafte of his^ architeA, the plan muft be his own. £q this he heaped ornament upon oroameot,. and pillar upon pillaf. The columns are large e*

nough to have fupported a Gothic cathedral \ the infide is crowded with painted compartments ; and every pannel and window \s bedaubed with gilding*. His fields are laid out in the moft abfurd tafte. 

A clay»coloured ditch, which he calls a canal^ made at an exorbitant expence, runs parallel with the froAt of his houfe ; at each end, is a circular puddle, called a ha/on \ in which is a little bank of rubbifh, dignified with die name of ijland. Not a walk but is fiuck full of ftacues; and temples and grottoes appear in every field, in &ewing you his grounds, be tells you the price of every ftatue; and every temple is honoured with the account of what it cofi. . ^ Not Digitized by Google
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Not fatisfied with being a man of tafte out of doors, he pretends co connoifTeurfhip and to literature withia. He fhews pidures, painted^

as he thinks, by maders, whofe names he has not learned to pronounce. If doubts are ftartcd ei their originality, Pompdnius ftops all further queftion by the mention of the fum he paid £or them. His library has its ftatues like his fields; It is furnifhed with a profufion of bronzes an4 tujis \ and the books are as liberally gilded as the reft of his furniture. In talking of them (for he run^.ail rifks to be thought a man o£ learning) he gets into the moft ridiculous blun* ders. He miftakes a Greek for a Roman aa*. thor; and, to fhow himfelf a philofopher^. praifes a writer, in the belief that he is an iafidel, when, 

in facA, his books are written ia defence of religion. The other day, fomebody happening to mention the Worlds, he aikcd if the author Mr Fitzadam was ftiU alive^ and if he had written any other book. 

Drexelius and Clavius were miferable in the HiidA of their wealth ; Pomponius is ridiculous in the enjoyment of his. 

How much is it to be regretted, that thefc perfons liad not, in their earlier years, received the benefit of a liberaj education ? Had thcii? 
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their minds been cultivated in their yotitb» bad they then acquired the firft principles of elegance and taftci they would have been en* . 

abledi After attaining a fortunre, to have en* joyed it with propriety and dignity t. whik they were reaping the fruits of their honeft indudry and Aii^cefB^ they might have beeti ttfeful to othtsrii tkni j^roved ornamemi tp their cottiitry»

S

N« 107. 
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And love and war take turns like day and night. 

RowE. 

IN every art and fcience, pra£litioncrs com-^ plain-how often they arc deceived by fpc- * c«ous theories and dclufivc jpcculation. Learned

men, in the folitude of their ftudies, are apt to ixnaginei that nothing which they can reconcile to their own ideas upon paper, caa' fail to be evinced by aAual experimenti or to be reduced into eafy and conAant practice. But thofe who are to apply the doArine to the fa£b, too often find, that what was infallible in.the brain of the demonftrator, is fadly faU lacious in the hands of him who is to execute^ it. 

There is fomething, however, fo delightful in this art of theory building, that the experience of a thoufand difappointments will never be able to exttnguiih it. Nor, indeed, ihould any body wiih for its extindlion, when it is rememberedj that the perfon who builds is
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is delighted with the expedation of fuccefsi and that other people arc often little lefs pleafed with tracing the difappointment. The lafk are flattered byieeing the fttperiority of fcience thus levelled and brought down ; the firft folates himfelf by knputiog the failure to errors in the execution, and, (hutting his clofct«door, returns to frefli theories and new fpc-tulation. 

In the cpurfe of my reading, I have in« with two theoretical defcriptions, which plcafcd me fo niuch by the appearance they exhibited of felf-fatisfa£tion in the fages who compofed them, that I

"Caanot refift the defire of laying t^em before my readers in this day's paper. The firft I found in an objcure author oIF the ag6 of Queen Elifabeth, who» in tra. cing the progrefs of certain affeflions of the mind, thus perfonifies his ideas of Honotirakk Love*

♦« When a young man,'* fays he, ** of illuftrious defcent, rarely gifted by Nature in mind and body, the which he hath, through the care of his noble parents and his own fpccial induftry, much helped by art, firft conaeth from the, retired haunts of learning into

the

Digitized by Google

N^io'y. The Mirror* 313

the rcfort of the world, he is fuddenly fmitten bf the beauty and rare accomplifliments. of fome young damfel, of parentage no lefs honourable than his own, and of endowments no lefs precious than thofe wherewith himfelf is graced. He feeketh all opportunities of converfe with, and of courtefy towards her ^ which neverthelefs fhe»

out of maiden {hyncfs,, whereof her lady-mother hath well inftiufted her^ doth, with a determined {latelinefs of afpe^i moft conftantly avoid , whereat the young man, being grieved in his mind^ but iK> wife damped in his love, he refteth not till by all means he render himfelf more worthy . of her regard, not only by excelling in all gentlemanlike exercifes, fuch as dancing, horfemanfhip, fkill in his rapier, and the like, but likewife in all becoming foftnefs of behaviour, and courtly nicenefs of fpeech, adding thereunto the ftudy of fweet poefy, wherewith, ia curious fotinets, he fpeaketh the praife of his miftrefs's manifold pcrfeftions. But fhe, no wife yielding to fuch flatteries, nor abating the rigour of her looks, he fomctimes complaineth of his thraldom in more bitter terms, and for a while, as feeking freedom from his fair tyrant, fhunneth her company, and reforteth Vol. III. D d to
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to tha't of jovial companions, much given to the fports of the field and the joys of wine, thinking thereby to efface her image quite from his mind.. But, after no great fpace, he groweth uneafy and unquiet, and, though ftoutly denying all allegiance to that domi« nion, whereof he hath fworn to be free. He gpeth fecretly where he can again fteal a glance of her lovely face, by one look of which being, as he deemeth, encouraged to better hope, he reneweth his fuit with frefli warmth, renouncmg l\is pafl: rebellion as a grievous fio^ the which he

is to expiate by tenfold increafed love. Neverthelefs ihe, willing to fhew her power thus riiarveloufly confirmed and increafed, demeaneth herfelf as haughtily as before, and, haply, to punifh his late treafoaous lapfe and falling off, feemeth to caft upon others more foft and favourable looks j whereat our lover, being ftung with envy and jealous wrath, doth encounter the chiefeft of his rivals with fiiarp and angry words, which growing into keener and more deadly rage, they agree to decide which is the worthieft, by trial of arms; and having met, in fome retired place, either on horfeback or on foot, attended by their fqpires, a furious combat cnfueth, 
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cnfueth, in Which the valour of both fhineth out Worthy of their noble birth, and of that love wherewith it is more efpecially inflaiped and fpurrcd on. After various turns of fortune> and many wounds on both fides^ ou|r lover doth, with difSculty, mailer his adverfary, to whom he Iheweth no lefs courtefy ia defeat, than fiercenefs in fight. After a time, liaving recovered of his wounds^ at hearing whereof the lady hath fhewed as much grief and pity as befeemeth a modeft maiden to ihew for man, he appcareth before her, his arm lcarfed» and his cheeks yet pale from lofs of blood, and, kneeling at her feet, imploretb forgivcnefs for paft faults, and vowcth conftaticy and lote, not fliorter than he hath life to fe'el them, and breath to utter j while ihe, without fpeaking a word, doth, by looks and filent blufhesi in fome fort confefs herfelf propitious to his vows; whereof, having^

pafled a probation of years, one. or more, he arriveth at the end of his wifhes, and obtaineth Rer confent to be his wedded wife. Laftly, their noble parents being well fatisfied with this union of their blood, the marriage is cekbrated with much ceremony and pomp, aC the caille of the bride's princely father^. wKereD d ^ at Digitized by Google
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at there is all manner of good cheer^ of dan>cingy and of oiiaftrelfy, for many days." 

This theory of ancient love and courtfliip^ Inftead of fimplifying the matter, makes it much more difficult than, in modern pra^ice at leaft, it is actually found. The lover, nowa-days, finds but little of that ftately pride and maiden fhynefs above defcribed ; nor is he ob* ligcd to cultivate poetry to celebrate his mi« fireis, nor to meet any rival attended by his fquire, nor to fuffer wounds and lofs of blood for her fake, nor to go through a probation of years, one or more. All he has to do is, to dance with the lady at a ball, fay a few foft things to her in plain profe, then meet her father attended by his lawyer, go through a probation of deeds and fettlements, and fo proceed to the bridal ceremony, and to good cheer and jollity for as ihort or as long a time as he thinks proper. 

The fccond theoretical defcription which I ihall lay before my readers, is fo far different from the firft, that it renders 2u very confufed and intricate bufincfs, as I have been told it is, perfe^Iy clear and obvious to the meaneft

capacity. 
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capacity. This, however, is by no meanr owiog to any waot in the theoretics^l fituatioa of that incident or buiHe which occurs in thb real 5 on the contrary, the events are infinitely more pumeroas and aiioniihing in the iirfl: than in the latter, though the art of the theo-xdft carries the imagination through them alk with wonderful didin^tnefs and reguiarityr The inftance to which I allude is the dcfcription of a battle^ given by the^ingenious Mr Ai Boyer, in his Ftencb Di^ionary^

under th«( word BatfaiUe. 

DescriptiOk of a Battle. 

^^'Ths two armies being in fight, the can-^ non roar on each fide; and the fignal of the fight being given, they both move, andbcgia* tike encounter. In the height of danger, the generals ihew their intrepidity, by prelerving their cool temper, and by giving their ordc:i'$' without emotion and without hurry* In tho clofe engagement, the officers perform won-** ders,. and ihew extraordinary valour and> judgement

\ and feconded by their men, who' fight like lions, they cut the enemy in pieces^, kill and overthrow all they meet in iheir wdy, D d 3 break Digitized by Google
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break through battalions, and bear dowir i<|uadron$. Upoi> the point of being overpowered by numbers, they refolutely fuftainthe effort of the enemy;. and the generals be* ing informed by their aids-de-camp of what pafles on that iide^ caufe fuccours to march thither with all fpeed, revive the ipirits of th& Ibldiers by their prefence, rally the brokenr battalions, bring them again to the charge, Fepulfe the enemy, drive them before them, regain the ground they bad loft^

retrieve the whole affair, purfue the enemy clo(e, trample them Under foot or ride over them, entirely difable them, pu,t all that refift to the iword; and, after having fuftained continual difcharges of cannon and fmall fhot, and gamed'an entire arid complete viftory, caufe a retreat tobe founded, and lie on the field of battle^ while the air refounds.with the flourifhes of trumpets/*

The above dcfcriptron is contained in an edition of Mr Boyerh learned and ufeful work, now become exceedingly, fcarce. It is there given in French and Englijb \ but I chufe to publiih the tranflation only, as I mean it iot the fole ufe of our Britijb commanders^ from whofe
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whofe praAice at the time of its firft publication (about the beginning of this century) the .de(cription was probably taken. Perhaps, in fome late campaigns, our generals .had coa* fulted other Didtionaries, containing a^ much lefs animated^and decifive definition of a battle than that which I have tranfcribed from th« ingenious Mr Boyen ^

N<^ i«S;. 
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Jh vices f glided by the rich and gay. 

SlTENSTONrf. 

IF we examine impartUlly that ^iniate of plcafure, which the higher ranks of focicty are apt to form, we fhall probably be furprifcd to find how little ihtrt is in it cither ©f natural feeling or real fatisfaftion. Man]f a fafliionable voluptuary, who has not totally blunted-his tafte or his judgement, will own,, in the intervals of recolle^ion, how often he has fuffered from the infipidity, or the pain of his eifjoyments; and that, if it were not for the fear of being laughed at, it were fome* times worth while, even on the fcore of plca» fure, to be virtuous. 

Sir Edward ——, to whom I had the pleafure of being introduced at Florence, was . a chara£^er much beyond that which diftinguiflies the generality of Englilh travellers of fortune. His ftory was known to fome of his countrymen who ibeo refided ia Italy; from one
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one of whom, who could now and then talk of ibmething befide pictures and operas, I had » particular recital of it. 

He had been firft abroad at an early period ioi: life^ foon after the death of his father had left him mafter of a very large eilate, which he had the good fortune to inherit, and all the inclination natural to youth to enjoy. Though always fumptuous,' however, and fometimes profufe, he was obferved never ta be ridiculous in hisexpences; and, though h& ¥ras now and then talked of as a man of plea* fure and diffipation, he always left behind him more inAances of beneficence than of irregu« larity. For that refpcft and cftecm in which his character, amidft all his little errors, was generally held, he was fuppofed a good deal indebted to the fociety of a gentleman, who had been his companion at the univerfity, and now attended him rather as a friend than a tutor. This gentleman was^ unfortunately, leized at Marfeilles with a lingering diforder, for which he was-under the neceffity of taking a fea-voyage, leaving Sir Edward to profecutc the remaining part of his intended tour alone. 

Defcending into one of the valleys of P/W^ wicnt^ where, notwithftandipg the ruggednef^

of
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of the road. Sir Edward, with a prejudice natural to his country, preferred the conveyance of an Englifh hunter to that of an -Italian mule, his horfe, unluckily, made a falfe ftep, and fell with his rider to the ground, from which Sir Edward was lifted by his fervants with fcarce any figns of life. They conveyed him on a litter to the neareft houfe, which happened to be the dwelling of a peafant ra« ther above the common rank, before whoie door fome of his neighbours were aflembled at a Pcene of rural merrhnent, when the train of Sir Edward brought up their mailer in the condition I have deicribed. The companion natural to his ^tuation was excited in all i but the owner of the manfion, whofe name wa» Fenoni, was particularly moved with it. 

He applied himfelf immediately to the care of the ' firanger, and, with the affiftance of his daughter, who had left the dance fhe was

engaged in, with great marks of agitation, foon reftored Sir Edward to fenfe and life. Venom p6fi<^d fome little ikill in furgery, and his daughter produced a book of receipts in medicine. Sir Edward^ after being blooded, was put to bed, and tended with every poffible care by his hoft and his family. A confiderable

degree
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degree of fever was the confequenc^e of his accident ; but after fome days it abated, and, iQ little more than a weckj he was able to joia in the fociety of Venoni and his daughter. 

He could not help expreffing fome furprife at the appearance of refinement in the converfation of the latter, much beyond what herfituation feemed likely to confer. Her father accounted for it. She had received her edu« cation in the houfe of a lady; who happened to pafs through the valley, and to take ihelter in Vimni*% cottage, (for his houfe was but a better fort of cottage), the night of her birth, M

When her mother died,'* faid he, " the '< Signora, whofe name, at her defire, we had << given the child, took her home to her own '< houfe

\ there ihe was taught many things^ ** of which there is no need here

; yet (he is *< not fo proud of her learning as to wiih to *' leave her father in his old age 5 and I hope '* foon to have her fettled near me for life." 

But Sir Edward had now an opportunity of knowing Lonifa better than from the defcription of her father. Mufic and painting, in both of which arts ftie was a tolerable proficient, Sir Edward had ftudied with fuccefs. l,mifa felt a fort of pleafure from her drawings^
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kigSi which they had never given her before, when they were praifed by Sir Edward *, and the family-concerts of Venoni were very different from what they had formerly been, when once his gueft was fo far recovered as to be able to join in them. The flute of Venoni excelled all the other mufic of the valley \ his daughter's lute was much beyond it; Sir Ed'* ward\ violin was finer than either. But his converfation with Loid/a —it was that of a fuperior order of beings ! 

— fcience, tafte, fentiment! —— it was long fince Louifa had heard, thefe founds ; amidfl: the ignorance of the valleyi it was luxury to hear them \ from Sir Edward^ who was one of the moft engaging figures I ever fa\i^, they were doubly delightful. In his countenance, there was always an expreffion, animated and interefting ; his ficknefs had overcome fomewhat of the firft, .but greatly added to the power of the latter. 

Louifah was not leli captivating — and 4S'ir Edward haA not feen it fo long without emotion. During his illnefs, he thought this emotioti but gratitude ; and, when it firft grew warmer, he checked it, from the thought of her fituation, and of the debt he owed her. 

But
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.But the ftntggle was too mcffeftual to ovcrcomCf and, of confequence, increafed his paf* ^on. There was but one way in which the pride of Sir Edward allowed of its being gratified. He fometimcs thought of this as a bafe and unworthy one ; but he was.the fool of words which he had often defpifed, the flave of manners he had often -condemned. He at laft compromifed matters with himfelf ; Jie refolved, if he coulci, to think no more of Ltmi/a •, at any rate, to think no piore of the ties of gratitude, or the reftraints of virtue. 

Louifa^ who trufted to both, now communicated to Sir Edward an important fecreU ^ It was at the clofe of a piece of mufic which they

had been playing in the abfence of her father. She took up her lute, and touched a little wild melancholy air, which flie had fiompofed to the memory of her mother. ** That,'* faid (he, " nobody ever heard except my fa*^ ther; I play it fometimcs when I am alone, ** and in low fpirit?. I don't know how 1 « came to think of it now 4 yet I have fome -«< rcafon to be fad." Sir Edward prcfled to know the caufe ; after fome hefitation fhc .t©ld it all. Her father had fixed on thefoa .of a neighbour, richinpofleffions, but rude . Vol. III. E c j»
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in manners, for her hufband. Againft this match (he had always protefted as ftrongly* as a fcnfe of duty, and the tnildneis of her nature, would allow ; but Venoni was obftinatc- ^ ly bent on the match, and ihe was wretched

from the thoughts of it. **To marry, 

*** Where one cannot love, — to marry fuch a "*' man. Sir Edward I

^-""^ It was an opportunity beyond his power of refiftance. Sir Ed" 

ivard prefied her hand ; faid it would be profanation to think of fuch a marriage ; praifed her beauty, extolled her virtues ; and concluded, by fwcaring, that he adored her, . She heard him with unfufpefting plcafure, which her bluflies could ill conceal. Sir Edward ' improved the favourable moment; talked of the ardency of his paffion, the infignificancy of ceremonies and forms, the inefBcacy of legal engagements, the eternal duration of thofc di£lated by love ; and, io fine, urged her going off with him, to crown both their days with happinefs. Loui/a ftarted at that propofal. She would have reproached him, but her heart was not made for it 5 fhe could only weep. 

They were interrupted by the arrival of her father with bis intended fon^in-law. He was

juft
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juft fuch a man as Louifa had repi:erented him^ coarfc, vulgar, and~

ignorant. But F^noniy though much above their neighbour in every thing but riches^ looked on him as poorer men often look on the wealthy, and difcovered none of his impcrfeftions* He took his daughter afidc, told her- he had brought her future hufband, and that he intended ' they flbould be married in a week at fartheft. 

Next morning Louifa was indlfpofed, and kept her chamber. Sir Edward was now^perfedlly recovered. He was engaged to go out with Venoni\ but, before his departure, he took up his violin, and touched a few plaintive notes on it. They were heard by Louifa. In the evening fhc wandered forth to indulge her forrows alone. She had reached a fequeftcred fpot, where fome poplars formed a thicket on the banks of a little ftream that watered the valley. A nightingale was perched on one of them, and had already begun its accuftomed fong. Louifa fat down on a withered ftump, leaning her cheek upon her hand. After a little while, the bird way feared from its perch, and flitted from the thicket. Louifa rofe from the ground, and: E e %. burfti Digitized by Google
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bnrft into tears. She turned—and beheld* Sir Edward, His countenance had much of its former languor; and^ when betook her hand| he caft on the earth a metencboly look, and fcemed unable to fpeak his feelings. " Are•'you not well, Sir EdxvarJP^ faid Loitifa^ with a voice faint and broken* — •* I am ill; •* indeed/' faid'he, " but my illnefs is of the* •*'mind. Loidfa cannot cure lAe of that, T •• am wretched \ but fl deferve tb^ be fo. I' •*'have broken every law of hofjiitality, and •' evciy obligation of gratitude* I have dared* **-to wi(h for happineft, and to fpeak what I ** wifhed, though it wounded the heart of my ** deareft bcncfaftrefs — but I will make a fe*• vcre expiation. This moment I leave you, ^^'Loulfa ? I go to be wretched ; 

but you may •''be happy, happy in your duty to a father^ *' happy^ it may be, in the arms of a hufbandj. **whom the pofTciHon of fudi-a wife may•*^ teach refinement and fenfibility. — I go to'' my native country, to hurry through fcenes , <^^of irkfome bufinefs or taftelefs amufement ;. •'that I .may, if pofliblc, procure a fort^of *^ half-oblivion of that happinefs which I have "left behind^ a liftkfs endurance of that life

**- whicih»
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" which I once dream'd might be made de«*• lightful with Louifa^

Tears were the only anfwer {he could give; Sir Edv>ard*% fervants appeared, with a carriage, ready for his departure. He took from his pocket two pidlures ; one he had drawn> of Louifa^ he fattened round his neck, andi k^iffing it with rapture, hid it in his bofom. The other he held out in a heiitating manner* ** This,** faid he, ** if Louifa will accept of it,, ** may fometimes put her in mind of him who* ••

once offended, who can never ceafe to adore •* her. She may look on it, perhaps, after '* the original is no more; wh^n this heart" fhall have forgot to love, and ceafed to be ** wretcl^cd.**

Louifa was at laft overcome. Her face was.firft pale as death ; then fuddenly it was croffed with a crimfon blufh. " Oh ! Sir Ed«* wardr*

faid fhe, •* What — what would«* you have me do !"—He eagei)ly feized her hand, and led her, reluftant, to the carriage. They entered it, and, driving off with furiousfpeed, were foon out of fight of thofe hills^ which paftured the flocks of the unfortunate Venoni, V

E e 3; N® icoii, 
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TH £ virtue of Loui/a was vanquifhed ;; but her fenfe of virtue was not over* come. Neither the vows of eternal fidelityof her feducer, nor the conftant and rcfpeft*ftil attention which he paid her during a hurried journey to England; could allay that anguifli which flie fuflcred at the recolleAion of her paft,and the thoughts of her prefent iitu* ation. Sir Edii^ard felt-ftrongly the power of her beauty and of her grief.. His heart was not made for that part which, it is probable; He thought it could have performed : it, was ftUl fubje6t to remorfe, to compaffion, and to love. Theic emotions, perhaps, he might* fbon have overcome, had they been ^met by vulgar violence or reproaches j but the qtiier and unupbraiding forrows of Loui/a nourifh^ ed thole feelings of tendernels and attach* ment. She never mentioned her wrongs in words : fometimes a few ftarting tears would fpeak them 5

and, when time had given hcr» si

littk
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little more compofure^ her lute difcourfcdi melancholy mufic On their arrival in England^ Sir Edwari carried Louifa to his- feat in the country* There fhe was treated with all the obfervanceof a wife ; and> had flie chofen it, might have commanded more than the ordinary. fplen« dour of on«. But fhe would not allow the indulgence of Sir Edward to blazon with equi* page, and Ihow that ftate which jQie wiihed^ always to hide/and, if poflible, to forget. Her books and her mufic were her only plea«» fures ; if plcafurts they could be called, that fcrved but to alleviate mifery, and to blunt,, for a while, the pangs of contrition. 

Thefe were deeply aggravated by the recol* leftion of her iaihcr : a tathcr lett in his age to feel his own misfortunes and his daughterV

dy'grace. Sir Edixiard was too generous not to think of pi'ovidiug for Vaioni, He nieant to make fome atonement tor the injury he had done him, by that cruel bounty which is reparation only to the baie, but to

the honeft is infult. He had.not, however, an opportunity of' 

accomplilhing his purpose. He learned that Venoni^ foon after his, daughter's ^opement, removed froia his^foriner place of refidence. 
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peiidence, andi as his neighbours reported,, had died in one of (he villag/es of Savoy, His* daughter felt this with anguiih the mod poignaat| and her affli^lion, for a wbilCj refufed* confolation. Sir Edward^ whole tendernefa amd attention w^re called i'orth to mitigate her grief ^ and» after its firft tranfports had. fubiided, he carried her to Londonf. in hopesthat objeAs new to her> and commonly attrac* tive to all| might contribute to remove it. 

With a man pofTefied of feelings like Sir Edward% the affliction of Louija gave a cer* tain refpf£t to his attentions. He hired herlodgings feparate from his own^ and treated, her with all the delicacy of the purcft attachment But his folicitude to comfort and. amufe her was not attended with fuccefs* She. felt M the horrors of khat guilt which flie now confidered» as not only the ruin of her<^ fclf, but the murderer of her father. 

In London Sir Edward found his fifter,. who had married a man of great fortune and high fafhion. He had married her, becaufe&e was a fine woman, and admired by fine men \ (he had married him, becaufe he was the wealthieft of her fuitors. They lived, as is^

common to people in fuch a fituation^ necef*

fitous
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fitous with a princely revenue, and very wretched amidft perpetual gaiety. This fcene. was fo foreign from the idea Sir Edward had fcH^med of the reception his country and friends were to aSbrd him, that he found a conftant fource of difguft in. the fociety of his equals. 

In their converfation fantaftic, not refined, their ideas were frivolous^, and their knowledge ihaliow;; and with alL the pride of birth^ and infolence of ftation^ their principles were mean, and their minds, ignoble. In their pretended attachments, he difcovered only defigns of felfi£hneis ; and their pleafures, he experienced, were as fallacious, as their friendfhips. In the fociety oi Loui/a he found feniibiiity and truth \ hers was the. only heart that feemcd interefted in hi^ welfare :- Ihe faw the return of virtue in Sir Ed' ward, and felt the friendfhip which he fhewed her. Sometimes when fhe perceived him forrowful, her luxe would leave its melancholy for more lively airs, and her countenance affume a gaiety it was not formed to wear. But h^ heart was breaking with that anguifli-which her gcnerofity endeavoured to conceal, from him; her frame, too delicate for the. 

iirugglc with her feelings, fecmed to yield..to thek
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their force; her reft forfook her; the colour faded in her chee^, the luftre of her eyes grew dim. Sir Edward faw thefe fymp*tomS^of decay with the decpeft remorfe. Often did he curfe thofe fali'e ideas of pleafure which had led him to confider the ruin of an artlefs girl, who loved and trufted him, as an objeft which it was Aixi^ry to attain and pride to accomplifh. Often did he wifh to blot out from his life a few guilty months, to be again reftored to an opportunity of giving happii nefs to that family, whole unfufpedting kind^ ncfs he had repaid with the treachery of a rob^ bcr, and the cruelty of an aflaffin. 

One evening, while he fat in a little parlour witli Loui/a, his mind alternately agitated and foftened with this impreffion, a hand-organy, of a remarkably fweet tone, was heard in the ftreet. Louifa laid aiide

her lute, and liileo!-' cd : the airs it played were thofe of her native country ; and a few tears, which fhe en.^ deavoured to hide, dale from her on hearing them. Sir Edward ordered a fcrvant to fetch the organift into the room : he was brought in accordingly, and feated at the door of the apartment. ' 

He played one or two fprightly tunes, to

which
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which L§uifa had ofun danced in her infancy: ihe gave herfelf up to the recoUeftion, and her tears jQlowed without controul. Suddenly the muiician changing the ftopi introduced a little melancholy air of a wild and plaintive kind.— Louifa ftarted from her feat, and rufhcd up to the ftranger.— He threw off a tattered coat, and black patch.-«|- It washer father! — She would have fprung to embrace him 5 he turned afide for a few moments, and would not receive her into his'arms. Fut Nature at lafl: overcame his refentment; he burft into tears, and preiled to his bofom his long-loft ^ daughter. 

Sir Edward ftood fixed in aftonifhment and confufion. — ** I come not to upbraid you," faid Venani; ** I am a poor, weak, old man, ** unable for upbraidings ; I am come but to •' find my child, to forgive her, and to die ! ** When you faw us. firft, Sir Edward^ we ** were not thus. 

You found us virtuous *' and happy; we danced and we fung, and •*

there was not a fad heart in the valley ** vhere we dwelt. Yet we left our dancing, ** our fongs, and our chearfulnefs ; you were " 

diftreffed, and we pitied you. Since that ^* day the pipe has never been heard in Veno

-''ni'%
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** nPs fields : grief and fickncfs. have almoft -*' brought him to the grave 5 and his neigk^* hours, who loved and pitied him, have been

** chearful no more. Yet, methinks, though •* you robbed us ,of happipefs, you are not ** happy 4 — clfe why that dejcdled look which, *•* amidft all the grandeur around you, I " faw you wear, md thofe tears which, un^^ der all the gaudinefs of her apparel, I faw **

that poor deluded girl flied ?"— " But flic ^< fhall ihcd no more/* cried Sir Edward i ^* you Ihall be happy, and I fliall be juft. For^*give, my venerable friend, the injuries ** which I have done thee ; forgive me^

my ** Louifaj for rating your excellence at a price ** fo mean. I have fecn thofe high-born fc^' males to which my rauk might have allied ^' 

me ; I am afliamed of their vices, and ilck ** of their follies. Profligate in their hearts, ** amidft affeOed purity, they are Haves to '* pleafuEC

without the finceritylof paflion \ and, •** with'the name of honouii^ arc infeniible to •*' ^he feelings of virtue. You,, my Louifa / **—but I will not call up recoUeftions that *• might render me lefs worthy of your future ** efteem.— Continue to love your Edward; -** but a fewiours, and you (hall add the title V <« to
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*** to the affeftions of a wife; let the Qarc ^^* and tendernefs of a kufband bring back its •* peace to your ftiind, and its bloom to yout •*

chieck. We will leave for a while the won^ ''* der and the envy of the fafhionable circle ■** here* We will reftore your father to his '** native home; under that roof I fkall once •* 'more be happy ; happy withoiit allay, be^ caufe I (hall deferve my happinefs. Again "^'^hall the pipe and the dance gladden the ^ valley, and innocence and peace beam on ** the cottage of FMoniJ*

Vol. III. ^f N*iio. 
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. Extrfmum concede lahrenu Virg. 

AS, at the clofe of lifci people confefs the fecrets and ezplaia the myfteries of their conduft, endeavour to do juftke to thofe with whom they have had dealings, and to die in peace with all the world ; (b, in the /concluding number of a periodical publication^ it is ufual to lay afideahe aiTumed name, or ££litiou5 charaAer> to afcribe the different papers to their true authors, and to wind up the whole with a modeft appeal to the candour or indulgence of the public. 

In the courfc of thefe papers, the author has not often ventured to introduce himfelf, or to give an account of his own fituation ; ia this, therefore, which is to be the laft^ he has not much to unravel on that fcore. From the narrowne& of the place of its appearance, the MiRBOR did not admit of much periboification of its editor j the little di/guiie he has

ufed
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lafed has been rather to conceal what he was^ than to give himfelf out for what he was notr

The idea of publxfliing a periodical paper in Edinburgh took its rifc in a company of gen* tlemen, whom particular circumftances of conneftron brought frequently together. Their* difcourfc often turned upon fubjefts of manners, of tafte, and of literature. By one of thofc accidental rcfolmions, of which the ori* gin cannot cafily be traced, it was determined to put their thoughts into writing, and ta read them for the entertainment of each other. Their cffays aflumed the form, and^ fbon after, Ibme one gave them the name of a periodical publication : The writers of it were naturally affociated ; and their meetings in* creafed the importance, as well as the number of their

produftions. Cultivating letters ia the midft of bufinefs, compofition was to them, an aftiufement only ; that amufement washeightened by the audience which this fociety afforded s the idea of publication fuggefted itfelf as produftive of ftill higher entertainment. 

It was not, however, without diffidence

that fuch a refolution was taken. From that,. 

^and feveral other circumftances, it was thought. 

proper to obfcrve the ftrifteft fecrccy with re E f Z gardi
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gard to the authors ^ a purpole in which they have been fo fuccefsful, that^ at this moment^ the very publifher of the work knows only one of their numberj to whom the conduA of it was entruftedv The afliftance received from correfpondents has been conliderable. 

To them the Mirror is indebted for the following papers; the Sth, the note from Ignor^^mus in the 9th, the letter in the 17th, the izd^ the 24th9 the 29th, (except the fliort letter at the end), the firft letter in.the 35th, the 37th,. the letter io the 46th9 the 50th, the letter in the 56th»

the 59th, 62d,; 66th, 73d, 74th, and 75th, the firft letter in the 79th, the, 82d, 86th> the firft letter in the Sijib^ the letter in the 94th> the 95th| 96thy 97th, and 98th, the letter Ui the i02.d» and the letter in the 103d. Of ibme of theii: correfpondents* were they ajt liberty to difcloie them^^ the names would do credit to their work; of others they arc entirely ignorant, and can-only return this gc« neral acknowledgement for their favours. To many of them thpy have to apologize for feveral abridgements, additions, and .alterations, which fometimes the compoiition of the cfiays ibemfelvesj and fometimes the xuture of the

work
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work in which they were to appear,Teemed torender neceflary. 

The fituation of the authors of the MiRB&R was fuch as neither to prompt much am^ birion of literary iucc^fs, nor to cr6ate much*

dependence oh it. -Without this advantage,, they had fcarcely ventured to fend abroad into the world a performance, the reception of which was liable to fo much> uncertainty. They forefaw many difficulties, which a pu» blication like the Mirror, even in handsmuch abler than- theirs, muft neceflarily cncounten The ftate of the timeSi they were fenfibic,, was very unpropitious to a work of this fort* In a conjuncture fo critical as the prefent, ata period fo big with national danger and pu* blic folicitude, it was not to be expe(Jted thatmuch attention Ihould be paid^to fpeculaiion or to fentiment, to minute invefligations of charafter, or pidlures of private manners, A volume which we can lay afide and refume at. pleafure, may fufFer lefs materially from the interruption of national concerns; but a fingle fheet, that meafures its daily importance with the vehicles of public intelligence and political dif<iuifiuo»j can hardly fail to be neglefted., 

Yi z But,, 
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But, exclufive of this general difadvantage^ there were particular circumftances which it» authors knew muft be unfavourable to the MrRKOR. That fccrccy which they thought Jt neceflary to keep, prevented all the aids of patronage and frtendfliip; it even damped thofe common exertions to which other work? are indebted^ if not for

fame, »t leaft for kf troduftibn to the world. We cannot expefl! to create an intereft in thofe whom we have not ventured to truft ^ and the claims even of merit are often little Fegarded, if that merit be anonymous and tinknown^

The fface of its publication was* in feveral. refpeds, difadvantageous. 

There is a- certain * diftance at which writings, as well as men^

fhould be placed, in order to conmand our attention and refpeft. We do not eafily allow a title to inftruA orto amufe the public in. our neighbour, with whom we have been in the ufe of comparing our own abilitiesv Hence the faffidioufnefs with which, in & place (b narrow as Edinburgh, home produAions are commonly received 5 which, if they are grave, are pronounced dull; if pathetic, are called unnatural; if ludicrous, are termed low. In the circle around bim^ the man of bufinefs

fees
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fees few who {hould be willing, and the maa. of genius, few who are abk, to be authors f and a work that comes out uofupported by e^

ftablifhed namesi is liable alike to the cenfure of the grave, and the fneer of the witty. E*Ten Folly herfelf acquires fome merit from being difpleafedj when name or faihion has not fanAtfied^a work from her difpleafure. 

This defiix of levelling the pride of author^* fliip is in none more prevalent than in thoie who themielves have wi*itten. Of thefe the unfuccefsful have a prefcriptive. title, to criticifm 'j and, though eftablifhed literary reputa^ tion commonly fets men above the neceffity oi detra£iing from the merit of other candidates . for fame, yet there are not warning inilances of monopoHft^ of public favour, who wilh not only to enjoy, but to guide it, and arc willing to confine its influence within the pale of their own circle, or their own patronage* General cenfure is of all things the eafieft i from fuch men

it paf&s unexamined,^ and its fentence is decifive j nay, even a fhidied fi« lence will go far to fmother a produftion, which, if they have not the meannefs to envy, they want the candour to appretiate with jo* ftice. 
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fe point of fubjeft, as wcU as of receptioa^ the place where it appeared was unfavourable to the Mirror. Whoever will examine the works of a fimilar kind that have preceded it,, will eafily perceive for how many topics thefr were indebted to local chara^ers and tcmpo-^

lary follies, to places of public amufement^ andcircumftances of reigning fafhton. But^ with uSj befides the danger of. perfonal appli*? 

cation, thefe are hardly^ various enough for. the fubJ€£lt« or important enough for the dig« nity.of writing. There is a fort of claffic pri* Tilege in the vei'y names of places in London, which does not extend to tbofe of Edinburgh. The Canongate is alfnoft as long as the Strand^ but it will not bear the comparifon upon paper; and B

lackfriars^wynd cAnnevcv vie with> Drury-lane in point of found, however they may rank in the article of chaftity. In the department of humour^ thefe circumftance*^ muft ncccflarily have great weight j and, for* papers of humour, the bulk of readers will, generally call, becaufe the number is much greater of thofe who can laugh than of thofQ who can think. To add to the difficulty, fcoplc arc too proud to laugh upon eafy terms with ouc^ of whofe title to make them laugh
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hugh they are not apprifed. A joke in wri^ng is like a joke in converfation; much of ks wit depends upon th€ rank of its author. 

How far the authors of this paper have been able to overcome thefe difficulties, it k not for them to determine. Of its merits with the public, the public will judge; as to themfelves, they may be allowed to fay, that they have found it an amufement of an elegant, and, they are inclined. to believ^, of a ufcful kind. They imaging, that^ by tracing the manners and. femiments^ of. others, they have performed a fort of exercife which may have fome tendency to cultivate and refine their own ; and, in that fociety which was formed by this publication, they have drawoi fomewhat clofer the ties of a friendihip, which Uiey flatter themfelves they may long enjoy, with a recollection, not unpleafing, of the 11-^ terary adventure by which it was flxcngthcxxjcd and improved. 

The difadvantages attending their publica* tion they have not enumerated, by way of plea, for favour, or apology for faults. They will, give their volumes as they gave their papers9. to the world, not meanly dependent on its fa*iLOur, nor coldly iodlffereat to it.. There is^
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BO idea;? perhaps, more pleafing to an ingenuous mind, than that the fentences whieh k di£kates in iUence and obfcurtty, may give pleafure and entertainment to thofe by whonx the writer has never been feen, to -whom even his name is unknown. There is fomething peculiarly interefting in the hope of this intefcourfe of fentiment, this invifible fort of fricndfliipi with the virtuous and the good ; and the i^ifionary warmth of an author may be allowed to extend it to diftaut places, and to future times. If, in this hope, the authors of the

^iRKOR may indulge, they truft, that, whatever may be thought of the execution, the ^motive of their publication will do them no difhonour; that, if they have failed in wit, ihey have been faultlefs in fentiment; and that, if they (hall not be allowed the praife of genius, they have, at leaft, not forfeited the. "commendation of virtue*
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